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Sl)c Commonwealth of JH assacljusctts
REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
To the Honorable Senate and House o f Representatives.
In accordance with the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts 
of the year 1890, under which the Free Public Library Com­
mission was created, it herewith presents its twenty-third re­
port, covering the fiscal year Dec. 1, 1911 to Nov. 30, 1912.
T h e  Commission
Miss Elizabeth P. Sohier of Beverly was reappointed by 
Governor Foss a member of the commission, on Oct. 16, 1912, 
for the term of five years.
L ibkabies aided
The town of Buckland has established a free library, and it 
has been supplied with $100 worth of books in accordance with 
the provisions of chapter 347 of the Acts of 1890.
The last installment of books has been supplied to the town 
library at Savoy during the year, completing the allowance 
to that town.
The Free Public Library Commission has supplied books 
to the following towns during the year: —
Acushnet Carlisle Freetown, E ast
Alford Chilmark Gosnold
Bellingham Chester Greenwich
Berkley Clarksburg H alifax
Boxborough Dana Hampden
Brimfield Dunstable Hancock
Buckland Eastham Leverett
Burlington Egremont Middlefield
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Montgomery Richmond Truro
New Marlborough Rowe Tyringham
North Reading Royalston Warwick
Oak Bluffs Sandisfield Washington
Orleans Savoy Wendell
Paxton Shirley W est Stockbridge
Peru Shutesbury W hately
Plainfield Southampton Windsor
Prescott Sudbury Worthington — 51.
In  addition to the above, books given to the commission by its
friends have been sent to the following towns: —
Buckland Holland South Hadley
Hardwick Shirley Templeton — 6.
The Commission has sent supplies to 
ing the year: —
the following towns dur-
Boxford Falmouth Monterey
(W est Boxford) (Woods Hole) North Reading
Buckland Hawley ' Orleans
Burlington Holland Savoy
Charlemont Hubbardston Westhampton
Chilmark Leverett Yarmouth
Maynard (W. Yarmouth)— 17.
Sets of books on agriculture, owned by the commission, have 
been sent to Ashby, Brimfield, Oak Bluffs, Prescott, Rowe and 
Tyngsborough; a French traveling library has been sent to 
Millbury and Douglas. A collection of French books has been 
given to Acushnet, and Italian books have been sent to Rich­
mond.
I nstruction of L ibrarians
The tuition of the librarian of the Orange Public Library 
has been paid by the commission at the summer library school 
of Simmons College. The expenses of three librarians have 
been paid by the commission at the library institute at Am­
herst. The towns represented were LIudson, Rowe and Shutes- 
bury. Miss Ruby Tillinghast has been sent to the following
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towns for instruction in book-mending: Bedford, Carlisle, Clin­
ton, Haverhill, Lincoln, North Beading, Westborough.
B etter  F inancial Support for L ibraries
In visiting libraries and discussing plans with librarians 
and trustees, the commission workers constantly find libraries 
crippled and unable to serve the community as they should 
because of inadequate income. Trustees and other friends 
should arouse public interest, point out what other communi­
ties are doing, and use every means, including that most im­
portant one, — the newspaper, -— to gain for the library the 
moral and financial support that it requires. I f  the library is 
really to be an educational force in the community, it must 
have generous support. A large proportion of the Massachu­
setts libraries owe much of their usefulness to the added 
efficiency due to the financial aid received from private indi­
viduals and organizations, and from the income of gifts and 
bequests. Trustees and others interested in the welfare of the 
town can do much to stimulate such gifts. They can also often 
secure larger appropriations from the town by an intelligent and 
business-like representation of the needs of the library, and of 
the work which, with a larger income, it could accomplish.
L ibrary B uildings
Massachusetts has been fortunate in the recognition by her 
citizens of the importance of library buildings in rural com­
munities as well as in the larger centers of population, and in 
the generosity with which this need has been supplied.
It is now sixty years since the philanthropist, George Pea- 
body, on the occasion of the centennial of his native town of 
Danvers, in 1852, offered a gift of $20,000, which was subse­
quently increased to $200,000, to erect and maintain a library 
that received the name of the Peabody Institute of South Dan­
vers. Later, when this portion of the town had been incorpo­
rated as the present town of Peabody, he gave a second library 
building and fund for its support to the town of Danvers, and 
a third to the town of Georgetown, his mother’s early home. 
This first gift library in Massachusetts was offered in a letter
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from England which, by Mr. Peabody’s request, was read at 
the centennial celebration of the town, in the name of “ educa­
tion, —• a debt due from present to future generations; ” and 
the letter added: “ In payment of that debt by the generation 
which preceded me in my native town of Danvers, and to aid 
in its prompt future discharge, I  give to the inhabitants of that 
town the sum of $20,000 for the promotion of knowledge and 
morality among them.” The sum given was to be used in 
erecting a building, and maintaining a library and a course of 
lectures annually.
In  the same spirit other gifts of buildings promptly fol­
lowed; some from individuals, others from associations and 
groups of citizens. After the civil war, memorial buildings 
were erected as a more fitting monument than granite shafts or 
statues. Men who had, like Mr. Peabody, gone forth from the 
little towns to make their fortunes elsewhere, followed his ex­
ample in providing for the generations to come advantages 
which they themselves had not enjoyed. Summer residents, 
mill owners and other employers of the townspeople also made 
generous provision for the neighbors among whom they had 
lived and worked, until to-day over 200 towns in Massachu­
setts own library buildings, as free-will offerings of their own 
residents or in memory of former citizens. In  addition, there 
are 30 buildings to which Mr. Andrew Carnegie has been the 
chief contributor, many of which have also received generous 
gifts from the people of the town and from the town itself.
Thirty-six separate library buildings have been erected by 
local taxation, and 68 libraries are located in municipal build­
ings, usually in connection with town halls. In  the smaller 
towns this combination offers many opportunities if cordial 
relations and co-operation are maintained between the library 
and the other departments of the town. Without lessening its 
usefulness for town meetings and other public gatherings, a 
town hall under the same roof with a library provides, without 
expense, a suitable place for exhibitions of pictures or books, 
lectures, story-telling, study clubs and classes for natives or 
foreigners, and there is every opportunity to make the building 
a social center for the entire town and for library extension 
work.
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Tlie value of such social centers cannot be over-estimated, 
and their connection with the library is natural and impor­
tant. Many towns already have more than one building, so 
that villages remote from the center have their own reading- 
rooms, either as branch libraries or as separate institutions. 
Some of these buildings are gifts, in other cases the town has 
granted a disused school-house or engine-house, which has been 
remodeled by the neighbors or the town.
There still remain 40 towns whose libraries have neither 
separate library buildings nor homes in municipal buildings, 
but the number decreases each year. There are also libraries 
in buildings no longer adequate for the needs of the present 
time, and every community should carefully consider how to 
change these conditions and to secure the advantages enjoyed 
by other towns.
Special attention is directed to the Roll of Honor, printed as 
Appendix III . to this report. This roll is made up of the list 
of givers of free public library buildings in Massachusetts. 
Following this list are the names of other libraries in separate 
buildings and in buildings owned by the town, and the names 
of those towns whose funds are accumulating for library build-
is a list of libraries that have new buildings or 
the near future. In  some cases the building
ings.
Appended 
will have them in 
is now under construction, 
town in Appendix I.
Athol
Beverly
Boston
(Charlestown Branch)
(East Boston Branch)
(North End Branch) 
Brockton 
Chicopee 
Dartmouth
(North Dartmouth)
Falm outh1 
(Woods Hole)
Details may be found under the
Great Barrington 
Hardwick
(Gilbertville)
H olland1 
Lanesborough 
M ontague1
(Montague City)
N orthbridge1 
Orange 
Behoboth 2 
Salem
(Branch Library)
1 Buildings completed. 2 Memorial Hall.
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Somerville 
Southborough1 
Southbridge 
Spring-field1 
Springfield
(North End Branch) 
Truro 1 
Waltham
W est Boylston1 
W ilbraham 3 
Winchendon 
Worcester
(Greendale Branch) 
(Quinsig-amond Branch) 
(Southbridge Street Branch)
W o m a n ’ s  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n
The commission acknowledges with pleasure and pride the 
admirable work accomplished by the Woman’s Education Asso­
ciation in the circulation of the traveling libraries in the smaller 
towns and in the outlying villages of the State. During the 
year 1912, 80 libraries made 97 visits to the following 89 
towns and villages: —
Alford
A shburnham 3 
A tho l3 
B landford4 
Bourne 4 
Boxborough 
Brookfield 
Buckland 
Charlemont3 
Cheshire3 
Chester Center 
Chilmark 
Clarksburg 
(Briggsville) 
Colrain 
C otu it3
Cummington Center 
Dalton 3 
D artm outh3 
Drury 
(Florida) 
D unstable3 
D uxbury3 
East Freetown 
East Pepperell 
Erving
Farley 
Florida 
Georgetown3 
Gilbertville3 
(Hardwick) 
Gill 
Goshen 
Greenwich 
Halifax 
Hancock 
Hawley 
Heath 
Holliston 3 
Hoosac Tunnel 
Huntington 
H yannis3 
Ipsw ich3 
Knightville 
(Huntington) 
Leverett 
Leyden 
Littleton 3 
Littleville 
(Chester) 
M illbury3 
Miller’s Falls
Montague Center3
Montague City
Monterey
Montgomery
New Salem
North Chester
Oak Bluffs
Oakham
Otis
Paxton
Pelham
Peru
Plainfield
R eading3
Rowe
Russell
Rutland
Sandisfield
Sandwich 4
Shirley8
Shutesbury
Southfield
(New Marlborough) 
Swift River
(In  Cummington) 
Turner’s F a lls3
1 Buildines completed. 4 These places have had Audubon libraries only.
2 Remodeled house. 6 These places have had both special and regular. 
8 These places have had special libraries only.
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Tyngsborougli 
Tyringham 
Upton 2 
W  ales 
Washington 
W ebster2 
Wellfleet
Wendell 
West Acton 
West Center
West Stockbridge
W est Tisbury
W est Yarmouth
(Stockbridge) 
W est Cummington 
W estm inster2 
W estport
Wheelwright
(Hardwick)
Windsor
Twenty-two sets of pictures for exhibition purposes have 
made 124 visits to 107 places.
Sets of pictures relating to the coronation of George Y. and 
to wild beasts have been added to the traveling picture collec­
tion. Both of these sets have given much enjoyment wherever 
exhibited. Among the other popular sets may be mentioned 
the following: glimpses of Europe, Rome, the Grand Canyon, 
the Canadian Pacific Railroad, China, India, and1 Walter 
Crane’s Eairy Tales.
The association has this year provided two Polish libraries 
which have proved very successful. An Italian library given 
by the Circolo Italiano will soon be available for lending pur­
poses, and the Colonial Dames of Massachusetts have given one 
Polish and one Italian library which will soon be ready for cir­
culation.
In Appendix IV. will be found the list of advisory visitors. 
The following members began service for the commission dur­
ing the past year: Miss Caroline Jenks of Bedford; Mr. Harlan
H. Ballard, librarian, Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield; and 
Dr. George E. Wire, librarian, Worcester County Law Library, 
Worcester.
The commission desires to express its special gratitude for the 
painstaking interest taken in the library for the town of Hol­
land by Mr. J. Randolph Coolidge, Jr., a member of the Board 
of Advisory Visitors. Not only did Mr. Coolidge design and 
give the plans for the new library building in Holland, the 
money for which was appropriated by the town, but he person­
ally oversaw its construction, and made one of the addresses 
at the time of its dedication. I t  was a gracious tribute to the
A dvisory V isitors
1 This place has had Audubon library only.
2 These places have had special libraries only.
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town of Holland for its interest, energy and independence in 
furthering library progress within its borders.
T h e  F i e l d  W o k e  o f  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n
During the year Miss Brown, the agent of the commission, 
has addressed various granges and other associations or gather­
ings, thirteen in number, on subjects relating to library work. 
Requests from trustees and librarians in all sections of the 
State have been received for a visit from the agent, to advise 
regarding contemplated improvements, changes in method or 
ways of bettering the service. These requests come from the 
towns of medium size, as well as from the small ones. The 
agent has also visited many of the smaller libraries, especially 
in towns of low valuation, where the commission makes gifts of 
books, usually meeting the librarian and trustees, and frequently 
also the superintendent of schools, teachers and others particu­
larly interested. Among the topics discussed are deposit sta­
tions in outlying districts and in schools, more liberal rules 
for borrowers and the proper selection of books. The possi­
bility of an increased appropriation is often debated, and by 
pointing out ways in which the library should serve the com­
munity, the agent helps create a sentiment for increased finan­
cial support of which there is often urgent need.
Following is a list of places visited by Miss Brown during 
the year:—
Adams
Amherst
Amherst
(North Amherst) 
Ashburnham 
Ashby 
Athol
Ayer (two visits)
Becket
Buckland
Burlington (three visits) 
Chariemont (two visits) 
Cheshire (three visits) 
Chester 
Chester Center
Chilmark
Clarksburg (two visits) 
Clinton 
Dedham 
Deerfield 
Enfield 
Florida 
Gardner 
Gay Head 
Georgetown 
Great Barrington 
Great Barrington 
(Housatonie) 
Hamilton (two visits) 
Hanson (two visits)
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H arvard
Hawley
Hingham
Hingham
(Nantasket)
Hinsdale
Holland
Hubbardston (two visits)
Leverett
Lunenberg
Manchester (two visits) 
Maynard (four visits)
Nahant
Hew Marlborough
North Adams (normal school)
North Andover
North Reading (three visits)
Orleans
Otis
Palmer (two visits)
Pelham
Phillipston
Prescott
Princeton
Russell
Saugus
Savoy (two visits)
Sheffield (two visits)
Shirley
Somerset
South Hadley
Southborough
Templeton (two visits)
Tisbury
(Vineyard Haven) 
Townsend 
W est Stoekbridge 
Westhampton (three visits) 
Westminster 
Williamstown 
Winchendon (two visits) 
W rentham
Miss Jones, the assistant to the commission, has visited in a 
similar way the following libraries: —•
Acton Hanson
Falmouth Melrose
Falmouth Saugus
(Woods Hole)
There are numerous libraries in the State that are still 
unclassified and have no adequate catalogue. To aid such libra­
ries at a minimum expense, the commission suggests the sim­
plest feasible methods, advises suitable catalogues and supplies, 
and sends the agent to estimate the cost and to plan and super­
vise the work. In  towns of less than $600,000 valuation the 
commission itself furnishes a cataloguer for about two weeks 
to assist in the work and to instruct the local librarian. At 
the same time, an effort is made to increase general interest 
in the library. Volunteer workers are often enlisted who gain 
increased knowledge of the books and of the possibilities of the 
library. The agent usually speaks in the schools, gathers the
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children in the library for further explanation, and frequently 
arranges similar meetings for adults. The trustees and the 
public express hearty appreciation of the improvements, and the 
librarian and teachers feel more keenly the advantage of the 
catalogue and other modern methods.
Libraries in the following towns have been classified and
ca ta logued w ith  h e lp  fro m  th e com m ission, in  several cases a
new  ca rd  ch a rg in g  system  b ein g  also in s ta l le d : —
Volumes. Volumes.
Buekland . . 3,500 Maynard . 4,955
Burlington . . 4,172 Monterey . . 2,550
Charlemont. . 3,818 North Reading . . 6,184
Cheshire . 5,988 Orleans . 8,262
Chilmark . . 2,376 Savoy. . . . . 715
Deerfield . 3,018 Sheffield . 2,744
Hanson . 3,400 Westhampton . 3,513
Hawley . 1,866 Winchendon . 9,902
Holland . . 1,041
F o r  the p a s t th re e  y ea rs  th e com m ission has ta k en  p a r t  in
the library section of the Conference for Rural Social Workers, 
held at Amherst each summer by the Massachusetts Agricul­
tural College. This year technical instruction was provided 
during a two-days’ library institute, preceding the five-day con­
ference. Practice work was offered in the college library, 
lessons were given in hook-mending, and lectures on book 
selection, ordering and accessioning, classification, cataloguing, 
charging systems, and work with schools and children. The 
attendance at the institute numbered 33 persons from 23 differ­
ent libraries; and during the five-days’ general conference, 
library sessions with addresses were held each morning, at 
which 7 additional libraries were represented, making a total 
of 30.
Booklists.
For a number of years the library commission has sent the
A. L. A. booklist to most of the libraries of the State. Be­
ginning with January, 1913, in accordance with the notice 
which has been sent to all libraries, it will he subscribed for 
only on request from the librarian or trustees of libraries in 
the smaller towns where it has been agreed to preserve the files.
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The list of books prepared by the Woman’s Education Asso­
ciation will be distributed as heretofore. This list appears 
twice a year and has notes on the latest books which are selected 
to meet the needs in particular of the smaller libraries.
The commission will send to all libraries whose membership 
is not represented in the Massachusetts Library Club, the club’s 
bulletin, which is published five times a year.
N u m b e r  o f  B o o k s  a l l o w e d  t o  E a c h  R e a d e r  
The commission is able to report that all the free public libra­
ries of the Commonwealth permit the use of at least two books 
to each reader at a time, with the exception of the following: —
Acton
Ashland
Cummington
Enfield
Hanson
Hinsdale
Hubbardston
Lee
M attapoisett 
Tisbury 
W est Newbury 
Williamstown — 12.
It is gratifying that the rule of permitting two books to a 
reader, one only being fiction, has become so general. Where 
the use of one or more magazines is added to this privilege in 
a small library, its usefulness to the community is greatly in­
creased. The small library, with its limited time of opening, 
can well afford .to be most liberal in its policy of the number 
of books loaned to its patrons. In  most of the libraries above 
listed it is fair to state that special privileges are granted for 
study and research.
C o m m i s s i o n  a n d  L i b r a r y  A c t i v i t i e s  
With the consent of the trustees of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
and the willing co-operation of Mr. Harlan H. Ballard, the 
librarian, the commission has subscribed for library privileges 
in the Pittsfield, library for ten of the small towns in Berkshire 
County, trusting that the usefulness of borrowing will prove 
of so great an advantage that the trustees of the ten libraries 
will themselves continue the nominal subscription in future 
years. Mr. Ballard of Pittsfield and Mr. John A. Howe, libra-
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rian of Williams College Library at Williamstown, are ready 
and eager to assist in every possible way tbe progress and de­
velopment of library interests in Berkshire.
In accordance with a vote passed at the meeting of the Mas­
sachusetts Library Club at New Bedford, on Oct. 25, 1911, the 
president of the club, Mr. Belden, appointed a committee to 
inquire into possible ways of co-operation between the various 
library clubs of the Commonwealth and the Free Public Library 
Commission, and to consider how the larger libraries might be 
of assistance to the smaller ones. The committee was duly ap­
pointed, and held its first meeting on Jan. 13, 1912, at the office 
of the State Librarian. Mr. Belden was asked to serve as chair­
man of the committee, and Miss Hooper of Brookline as secre­
tary. The committee presented a tentative report at the January 
meeting of the Massachusetts Library Club at Chelsea. The re­
port contains suggestions for more systematic arrangement of 
the various club meetings; for the co-operation of the commis­
sion, through its agent, with the smaller clubs at their meetings; 
for making available the publications of individual libraries; for 
a plan to facilitate the exchange of surplus books, etc., and 
for the enlargement of the scope of the very useful Club Bulle­
tin. In conclusion, this first tentative report states that “ in 
stimulating the exchange of books under chapter 140 of the 
Acts of 1911, which provides that ‘ any free city or town public 
library may lend its books or other library material to any 
other free public library in any city or town under such con­
ditions and regulations as may be made in writing by the board 
of trustees or other authority having control of the library so 
lending,’ and that ‘ any city or town may raise money to pay the 
expense of so borrowing books and other library material from 
the library of any other city or town,’ it is the opinion of the 
committee that it should ascertain to what extent and under 
what conditions not only the free city libraries, but the uni­
versity, college and large private libraries of the State are 
willing to lend reference and other expensive classes of books 
to small libraries in their county or vicinity on occasional 
demand, or for study clubs, or for other purposes.”
The committee then goes on to say that “ in order to foster
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and develop library administration in the small libraries, the 
committee should find out under what conditions the large pub­
lic libraries of the State are willing to give expert aid to the 
small libraries by sending, for a few days or even a day, one 
of its assistants to a library in a neighboring town for purposes 
of advice and instruction in simple methods of library admin­
istration; and it should also find out how many of the large 
libraries are willing to receive and to give expert aid and train­
ing for a limited period to a visiting librarian from a small 
town. Further, that the committee should compile a list of 
speakers who may be obtained from libraries or through their 
help, and should place the same at the disposal of the executive 
committee of the Massachusetts Library Club for use in making 
program suggestions to local clubs.”
In accordance with the above suggestions letters containing 
a series of seven questions were sent to 57 libraries in Massa­
chusetts. The secretary has received 43 replies to these letters. 
Those not heard from were chiefly the smaller institutional 
libraries.
In summarizing the answers, the libraries which contribute 
them have been divided into two classes: first, public libraries, 
and second, college, museum and special libraries. Librarians 
in the first class reply very generally in the affirmative to the 
requests of the committee; certain libraries in the second class 
are naturally restricted, by the requirements of their own 
patrons, to a less generous response.
In order to make the report intelligible the text of each ques­
tion, with a brief summary of the answers given by each class 
of libraries, is presented: -—-
1. “ To what extent and under what conditions is your 
library willing to lend books or photographs to small libraries 
in your county or vicinity for the use of study clubs or for other 
purposes ? Please define as nearly as possible what class of 
books you would be willing to lend, whether you would lend 
reference or other expensive volumes.” (See Acts of 1911, 
chapter 140, giving authority to a city or town library to lend 
its books.)
The public libraries express a general willingness to lend
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books to small libraries, with due consideration for the wants 
of their own readers. They sometimes specifically exclude “ ref­
erence and other valuable books,” but often only such books as 
are generally in demand by their own patrons. One large and 
generous public library of 140,000 volumes offers to lend books 
and photographs to any library, anywhere and for any length 
of time consistent with proper library service at home, exclud­
ing only one or two hundred of the rarer books from this lavish 
offer. The college and special libraries place necessarily more 
restrictions on their lending of books. A few are, however, very 
generous. Special mention should be made here of the reply 
sent by the Massachusetts Agricultural College in regard to its 
library extension work. A review of the extension work for the 
first year may be found on page 21 of this year’s commission 
report.
2. “ Under what conditions will you send for a few days, 
or for even a day, one of your library assistants to a neighbor­
ing town to give advice or instruction in simple methods of 
library administration, if the expense entailed is defrayed by 
the Free Public Library Commission or by some interested 
person ? ”
This question is, perhaps, the most interesting of all. The 
replies from the public libraries are, with a very few excep­
tions, in the affirmative. Two libraries even suggest that the 
opportunity would be welcome as good training for the assist­
ants who would be sent. The college and special libraries reply, 
in general, that they are unable to comply with this request, 
but even in this class a few are anxious to help, if asked.
3. “ Under what conditions will you welcome a visiting libra­
rian from a small town, and give such expert aid and training 
for a day, or for several days, as may be necessary ? ”
This was answered by both classes of libraries quite generally 
in the affirmative, although several state that they would not be 
able to furnish systematic instruction to visitors.
4. “ Will your librarian, assistants or trustees be willing to 
speak or to present a paper at an occasional small library club 
meeting? Please give names and special line of work or in­
terest.”
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5. “ AVill you be able to send, on request, to the secretary of 
the Massachusetts Library Club, suggestions regarding suitable 
speakers in your vicinity for the small library club meetings? ”
The replies to questions 4 and 5 contain much that may be 
helpful in the future to the various library clubs in the State.
6. “ To what extent are your library bulletins distributed to 
other libraries iu the State ? ”
7. “ When you issue publications of value to small libraries, 
under what conditions may they be distributed to all of the 
small Massachusetts libraries ? ”
Replies to questions 6 and 7 evince a general willingness to 
be generous in the distribution of bulletins and special lists to 
any libraries in Massachusetts which can make good use of such 
material.
As an example of one kind of practical information gathered 
by these questions, the following is quoted from the committee’s 
report: —
Two museum libraries and several public libraries which have large 
collections of photographs have responded cordially to the question in 
regard to giving help either by sending an assistant or by receiving a 
visiting librarian. Any one who has grappled with the difficulties of 
buying and caring for photographs will realize the advantage that a 
few visits of this sort might bring to him.
While this report has been an impersonal record of answers received, 
it would be a pleasure for the committee to acknowledge a few of the 
long and painstaking replies which entered thoroughly into the spirit of 
helpfulness among libraries for which the clubs and the commission 
stand.
The librarian of Williams College, Mr. John A. Lowe, has so often 
extended to the libraries of Berkshire County the cordial offers of 
help which he repeats in the reply sent to this committee that it is safe 
to assume that he will not object to being mentioned here.
The committee wishes to make available for use the information col­
lected through this series of questions. I t  is hoped that the smaller 
clubs will join in doing this, and that they will call upon the secretary 
of the committee for any help and detailed information she can give.
In  regard to borrowing books, the small library is advised to apply 
generally to its nearest large neighbor; failing here, to w'rite to the 
secretary of this committee for suggestions.
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In regard to questions 2 and 3, which are concerned with 
lending an assistant or receiving a visiting librarian, the Free 
Public Library Commission has the facts in its possession 
gathered through the questionnaire, and already has made prac­
tical use of this method of co-operation.
In reference to questions 4 and 5, concerning speakers for the 
meetings of the smaller clubs, application should be made to the 
secretary of the Massachusetts Library Club, Mr. Moulton of 
Haverhill.
The report of the committee closes with the statement that 
“ it has by no means said the last word on the subject which 
it was appointed to consider, but it hopes that its reports may 
contain a few suggestions for the closer co-operation and more 
friendly relations of the various library clubs, and of the libra­
ries, large and small, in the Commonwealth of Massachu­
setts.”
The present membership of the committee on co-operation is 
as follows: -—
Mr. Charles F . D. Belden, chairman, State Librarian and chairman of 
the Free Public L ibrary Commission.
Mr. Robert K. Shaw, Worcester, president of the Bay Path Library 
Club.
Miss H arriet B. Sornborger, Hopedale, president of the Southern 
Worcester Library Club.
Miss Anna L. White, Lenox, president of the Berkshire County Library 
Club.
Miss M artha N. Soule, Hyannis, vice-president of the Cape Cod Library 
Club.
Mr. George L. Lewis, Westfield, ex-president of the Western Massachu­
setts L ibrary Club.
Mr. William W. Bryant, Brookline, ex-president of the Old Colony 
Library Club.
Miss Zaidee Brown, State Library, agent of the Free Public Library 
Commission.
Mr. John G. Moulton, Haverhill, secretary of the Massachusetts Library 
Club.
Miss Louisa M. Hooper, Brookline, secretary of the committee.
I t  is through co-operation of the nature above described that 
the best results can be obtained under the conditions prevailing 
in Massachusetts.
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L ibrary E x t e n s i o n  W o r k
The library of the Massachusetts Agricultural College re­
ports good progress in their library extension work. During 
the ten months, January to October, 1912, 881 volumes and 
pamphlets on agriculture and related subjects were loaned to 
33 free public libraries. The books and pamphlets are sent 
out, upon request, in the form of small collections relating in 
many cases to special subjects, such as harvesting and market­
ing of crops; poultry; farmers’ co-operative societies; seed 
selection, testing, etc.; rural social betterment work; vegetable 
gardening, etc. I t  is the intention to make the town and vil­
lage libraries the agency through which the material will be 
circulated. The collections are primarily intended for libraries 
not oversupplied with books or book funds. For the present 
the borrowing library is expected to pay transportation charges. 
The books may be kept for eight weeks, subject to an extension 
of time if the supply of material will permit. I t  is gratifying 
to note that many of the libraries report good circulation, and 
that the demand for books from the library of the Massachusetts 
Agricultural College is increasing.
W o r k  w i t h  F o r e i g n e r s
The events of the past year have emphasized the importance 
of greater efforts to Americanize and enlighten the yearly in­
creasing number of foreigners who have come to our shores, 
ignorant of our language and our laws. In  this work the pub­
lic libraries should serve as leaders. Every library in a town 
with a foreign population can at least offer to the newcomers 
books in their own language which will give them some knowl­
edge of our country, our institutions and our laws. Notices 
that such books can be obtained in the library can be placed in 
factories, post offices. and railroad stations. Children at the 
schools can be requested to carry such notices to their par­
ents, and many other expedients can be devised adapted to the 
locality.
Libraries with a hall can often arrange for a lecture or talk 
in which some of the newcomers themselves may be able to
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take part. I f  the library has no assembly hall, some schoolhouse 
can be utilized for a lecture, or for a display of pictures and 
books from the library, and the children can be invited to bring 
their parents.
The co-operation of employers, schools and local organiza­
tions interested in the welfare of the town should also be 
sought.
Useful leaflets can be obtained from the [North American 
Civic League for Immigrants, 173 State Street, Boston; and 
the Massachusetts Civic League, 3 Joy Street, Boston, can fur­
nish information as to entertainments which have proved suc­
cessful in interesting the foreign population in American 
history.
The commission is much interested in the sale and distribu­
tion of the admirable “ Guide to the United States,” published 
under the auspices of the Connecticut Daughters of the Ameri­
can Revolution. This guide is familiarly known as “ the little 
green book,” and has served admirably in meeting the problems 
of newcomers to this country. This book is now published in 
the Italian, Polish and Yiddish languages, with an English 
translation of the Yiddish edition. Guides in other languages 
are now in preparation. Copies may be obtained at the Social 
Service Library, 18 Somerset Street, Boston, as well as from 
the author, Mr. John Foster Carr, 241 Fifth Avenue, Yew 
York City.
The commission will also furnish at any time such advice or 
assistance in relation to library work with foreigners as lies 
within its power.
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s
Many of the small libraries in the Commonwealth are already 
overcrowded and quite unable to care properly for the numbers 
of volumes they now receive from the State. Provision must 
be made to relieve their shelves of the books which experience 
has shown to be of little value and use to the community in 
which the library is located.
The commission recommends that the distribution of books 
and reports to libraries in the smaller towns which do not de-
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sire to receive them be discontinued, and that the libraries be 
authorized to return to the State Library such volumes as they 
now own and do not wish to retain, or to make such other dis­
position of them as may be approved by the commission. If 
this recommendation is adopted, these little libraries can obtain 
from some larger, neighboring library any special volume or 
volumes for which their readers may call.
I t may also be well to authorize the return of the Public 
Documents to the State by the towns which, with the approval 
of the record commissioner, have voted no longer to accept 
them, in accordance with the provision of the Acts of 1908, 
chapter 422.
The great and important educational influence of a library 
in a community is obtained only where the best modern methods 
of library administration are followed. How to aid the small 
towns, which are unable to employ a trained librarian, to se­
cure some measure of expert management, is one of the difficult 
problems confronting the commission.
A step in this direction was taken when a State agent was 
appointed to visit and advise the libraries, but more direct and 
constant service is required than can be given by one agent to 
over 400 libraries. A far longer step would be made if it were 
possible for a dozen or a score of small neighboring libraries to 
engage the services of a trained and highly competent librarian 
to supervise the activities of each library in the group. Such a 
system would be similar to that of district school superintend­
ents, which has brought great advantage to the Commonwealth, 
and the entailed expense might properly be borne in part, at 
least, by the State.
During the past year there has been a marked increase in 
the demands made upon the Free Public Library Commission. 
This is explained by the fact that greater publicity has been 
given to the commission and its interests, not only by the Board 
of Advisory Visitors and its paid agent, but through active co­
operation with the Massachusetts Library Club and the six 
smaller clubs in various sections of the Commonwealth. Active 
co-operation has also been established with the State Board of 
Education, thereby enlarging the opportunity for aiding chil-
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dren in schools through school deposit stations of hooks from 
the town libraries.
Trustees and persons interested in libraries from different 
parts of the State have sought advice of the commission as to 
administration and the construction of library buildings.
There has been a widespread demand for assistance in the 
towns of foreign population, especially for books which will 
advance the knowledge of the English language, and promote 
good citizenship and familiarity with our laws. The com­
mission’s usefulness in this direction has been necessarily re­
stricted by the limited funds at its disposal. The commission, 
therefore, recommends an increase in its appropriation for aid 
to small libraries.
CHARLES E. D. BELHEN, 
ELIZABETH P. SOILIER, 
HILLER C. WELLMAN,
ARISTA M. BANCROFT,
FRANK H. HOWES,
Commissioners.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Dr. Commonwealth of M assachusetts in  Account with F ree P ublic L ibrary Commission, 1911-12. Cr.
1911.
Dec. 1 to Books for stock to be distributed to libraries $989 65 Amount drawn from appropriation of $2,000 for aid to libraries $2,000 00
Nov. 30, Supplies for l i b r a r i e s ................................................................. 299 30
1912. Pam phlets for libraries, including A. L. A. and W. E. A. 
l i s t s ............................................................................................. 584 07
Tuition of one student a t Simmons College library school, 
summer course, and expenses of three librarians a t 
Amherst I n s t i t u t e ................................................................. 29 80
M is c e l l a n e o u s .......................................................................... 97 18
$2,000 00
Salaries and s e r v i c e s ................................................................. $1,732 03 Amount drawn from appropriation of $3,000 for expenses . 3,000 00
Traveling e x p e n s e s ................................................................. 546 75
Supplies for c o m m i s s i o n ........................................................ 480 49
Books for office u s e ................................................................. 22 76
P r i n t i n g .................................................................................... 41 18
M is c e l l a n e o u s .......................................................................... 176 79
3,000 00
Agent’s s a l a r y ..........................................................................
Annual r e p o r t ..........................................................................
1,600 00 
270 45
Amount drawn from appropriation of $1,600 for agent’s 
salary . . . . . . . . . .  
Amount drawn from appropriation of $350 for printing and 
binding of annual report ........................................................
1,600 00 
270 45
T o t a l .................................................................................... $6,870 45 T o t a l .................................................................................... $6,870 45
CHARLES F. D. BELD EN, Chairman.
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A p p e n d i x  I
NOTES OF LIBRARY PROGRESS
Acton. The library has been recatalogued during the year. A 
deposit station has been started at South Acton and one at 
West Acton.
Acushnet. A set of Scott’s novels has been given by Mr. Edwin 
Denham of New Bedford, and a collection of French books 
by the commission.
Adams. The library entertained the Berkshire County Library 
Club, March 28.
Alford. An annual membership card to the Berkshire Athenaeum, 
Pittsfield, has been presented to the library by the commission, 
and books have been received from the commission.
Amesbury. The reading room is now open on Sundays.
Andover. For the coming year the library has subscribed for a 
second copy of some of the leading magazines for general cir­
culation, and books especially for use in the farming districts 
of the town have been purchased. Gifts of technical books on 
rubber, flax and cotton spinning, etc., have been given by 
owners of the local mills.
Arlington. The library has received from the will of Winfield 
Bobbins $2,500 for preserving and increasing the collection of 
paintings and other decorations. A marble memorial of the 
late Winfield Bobbins has been set up in the rotunda of the 
library.
Ashby. The privilege of allowing two books on a card has been 
granted.
Athol. At the March town meeting it was voted to accept Mr. 
Carnegie’s offer of $15,000 for a new building, with the stipu­
lation that the town appropriate 10 per cent, of that sum 
annually for maintenance.
Attleborough. New steel stacks have been put into the library. 
A gift of $3,000 from Daniel H. Smith has been added to the 
Daniel H. Smith fund.
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Auburn. Ten dollars has been given fo r books for sm all children, 
and the A uburn  M en’s Club has given to  the lib rary  $114 for 
books. A large clock has been received from  the Soangetaha 
Club. The lib rarian  has been very successful w ith  scrapbooks 
contain ing photographs of old houses of the tow n and picture 
post cards of libraries. Seven story-telling hours have been 
held during  the year, which have been well attended.
Avon. The town hall, which contains the lib rary , has been burned, 
and m ost of the 4,000 volumes in  the lib rary  have been de­
stroyed.
Ayer. The trustees have voted to allow more th an  one book to a 
reader and to lower the age lim it.
Barnstable. Cotuit. A reminiscence afternoon, fo r which per­
sonal invitations were sent out, was held a t the library. Re­
freshm ents were served, a sketch of C otuit history  was' read 
and “ A m erica”  was sung. The affair was a g reat success. 
An exhibition of Portuguese em broidery, hand  work, post cards 
and p lants was held a t the library. A supplem entary outside 
reading course for h igh  school pupils has been formed, and a 
lis t of votes by pupils of the various schools on books has been 
compiled. I n  the sum m er w ild flowers were brought in  and 
labeled w ith  both common and scientific names.
Ilyann is . Each reader is now allowed two books on a card.
Barre. The South  B arre  branch has been discontinued.
Becket. A n annual m em bership card to the B erkshire Athenaeum 
in  P ittsfie ld  has been presented to th is  lib rary  by the  commis­
sion.
Bedford. A neighborhood m eeting was held here in  September, 
under the auspices of the commission. Miss Ruby T illinghast 
was sent to the lib rary  by the commission for two days’ in­
struction  in  book-mending.
Bellingham. Books have been received from  the commission.
Berkley. Books have been received from  the commission.
Bernardston. The lib rary  hours have been extended six hours a 
week.
Beverly. A read ing  room  is to  be opened in  the parish  house at 
N orth  Beverly and is to  be in  charge of a jo in t com m ittee of 
the M en’s Club and the W omen’s Club. Reference books will 
be furn ished  by the lib rary  and deposits of books sent when­
ever desired. The w ork on the new build ing  is progressing 
satisfactorily, and i t  is hoped th a t i t  w ill be com pleted th is 
year.
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Boston. Many valuable gifts have been received during the year. 
A site has been purchased for a new branch building in 
Charlestown; the cost, including the building thereon to be 
demolished, will be $15,000. A new branch library for the 
North End, on North Bennet Street, has been placed under 
contract, the cost, including furniture and equipment, to be 
$86,000. A most interesting volume entitled “ Boston Public 
Library: a History,” by Horace G. Wadlin, has been published 
during the year. The conference of the literature and library 
extension divisions of the Massachusetts State Federation was 
held in December. Story-telling bj*- Miss Dorothy Hopkins 
was greatly enjoyed, and there were many papers of interest. 
A story hour has been held at the West End branch, with Mrs. 
Mary W. Cronan as a most successful story-teller. A site has 
been selected for the East Boston branch, on the corner of 
Havre and Brooks streets.
Bourne. The Sagamore branch has now a room provided by Mr. 
Eben S. S. Keith. Two sets of encyclopaedias were given by 
Mrs. J. A. Gorland.
Boxborough. Children are now allowed to have a card when they 
are old enough to go to school. Weekly entertainments have 
been given during the summer, by which $150 has been raised 
to repair the interior of the building. Books have been re­
ceived from the commission.
Boxford. A gift of $100 has been received from Mrs. Susan E. 
Wilkins of Middleton in memory of her mother, Mrs. Eliza­
beth W. Killam.
West Boxford. A new charging system has been adopted.
Boylston. Miss Salome E. White of Brooklyn, who gave the 
Sawyer Memorial Library to Boylston, has presented the library 
with the “ International Encyclopaedia of American Biography,” 
in 14 volumes, in memory of her father, Thomas White.
Braintree. A branch has been started at East Braintree, and 
books are sent once a week from the main library. The cata­
logue has been completed. Miss Lucretia P. Hatch of North 
Marshfield has been chosen librarian, to succeed Miss Julia
L. Crocker, who resigned to accept the position of librarian 
of the Public Library, Stoneham.
Brewster. By the will of the late Joseph Nickerson the library 
receives the income from $3,000.
Bridgewater. A children’s room has been installed in the base-
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ment of the library. The funds for the work were taken from 
the Susan A. Goodrich bequest to the library. The Ousame- 
quin Club has presented the library with a set of 22 books 
on the drama of the different countries of the world.
Brimfield. A collection of local Indian relics belonging to G. W. 
Plimpton of Brimfield has been loaned to the library. Mr. 
Plimpton has been present on Saturday evenings to show the 
specimens and explain their uses, and teachers and pupils of 
the schools have greatly profited by the instruction given 
by him and by Prof. J. T. Bowne, librarian of the Interna­
tional Young Men’s Christian Association College of Spring- 
field, who is a specialist concerning the Indians of New 
England. Children’s books have been sent by the library com­
mission, and a supply of books will be loaned for a period of 
three months to the Holland Library and exchanged from time 
to time. Mrs. Mary Knight Hyde of Ware has given $25. In 
West Brimfield, Mrs. Edward King has distributed books 
from her home, and in East Brimfield, Mrs. W. C. Davenport 
and Mr. Dunham have also distributed books from their homes, 
and have given much thought to the selection.
Brockton. A valuable collection of confederate bills, over 500 in 
number, has been received from the Treasury Department. 
Exercises for laying the corner stone of the new Carnegie pub­
lic library were held on May 15. The library is to cost 
$ 110,000.
Brookfield. Thirty-four bound volumes of “ Scribner’s Magazine” 
have been given by Mrs. Charles O. Brewster of South Dart­
mouth. Story hours have been held once each week. All the 
material regarding the town has been collected and a list com­
piled from the historical books and articles covering town his­
tory; also local imprints. Town reports have been bound and 
the files are now complete.
Brookline. A series of story hours has been inaugurated at the 
library. A course of instruction for parents on selection of 
books has been given by Miss Lockwood of the children’s de­
partment, and a special parents’ exhibition was held during 
the holiday season. The children’s department is now open 
evenings. Last year the reading room was open until 10 
o’clock, but this has been discontinued. Children’s books were 
exhibited as suggestions for the Christmas shopper.
Buckland. A free public library has been established and the 
town has appropriated $150. The books are to be kept at the
1913.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44. 33
Public Church Library, which is free to all. In accordance 
with the law of 1S90 the State has given $100 worth of books. 
The library has been reorganized under the direction of the 
commission.
Burlington. The library has been recatalogued under the direction 
of the library commission. Books have been received from the 
commission.
Cambridge. All borrowers are now allowed to take on the non­
fiction card as many books as desired, except those recently 
published, or otherwise restricted. Four new deposit stations 
have been started and one renewed.
Canton. The Center School Association has raised the amount 
subscribed for building the library to $774.23.
Carlisle. Since the recataloguing of the library the circulation 
has greatly increased. The library has been wired for elec­
tricity during the year and books have been received from the 
commission. The commission sent Miss Buby Tillinghast for 
two days to instruct the librarian in book mending.
Carver. The branches at North Carver, South Carver and Bates 
Pond have started again, after being discontinued.
Charlemont. The cataloguing and classification have been revised, 
the shelf-list completed and a card catalogue made under the 
direction of the commission.
Charlton. A set of Mark Twain’s books has been given by Mr. 
Lyman Lamb of Charlton Depot.
Chelmsford. A legacy of $200 has been received from Miss Maria
L. Peed.
Chelsea. The meeting of the Massachusetts Library Club was 
held here January 25. In November, Miss Simpson celebrated 
her forty-third anniversary as librarian.
Cheshire. A gift of 177 volumes, the beginning of the F. Frangois 
Petitclerc memorial collection, by Mrs. Emma L. Petitclerc of 
Ottawa, 111., in memory of her son, has been received. The 
library has been reclassified and a new catalogue made, under 
the direction of the commission. The ladies of the town held 
a successful fair in August for the benefit of the library. An 
annual membership card to the Berkshire Athenaeum in Pitts­
field has been presented to this library by the commission.
Chester. Books have been received from the commission.
Chicopee. The new building is partially completed. The Chico­
pee Falls branch library has been moved to Court Street,
34 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
where the accommodations will be more ample than ever be­
fore.
Chilmark. The library has been reorganized by the library com­
mission. A library reception was held at the close of the re­
cataloguing. Books have been received from the library com­
mission. Two books are allowed on a card and one magazine.
Clarksburg. At the last town meeting $40 was appropriated and 
three trustees appointed for a year, and an effort is being 
made to establish three branches and appoint librarians for 
these branches. The books which were in different places have 
been collected and sent to the North Adams Public Library, 
where they are being catalogued and classified. Books have 
been received from the commission.
Clinton. The members of the staff of the library were entertained 
at the Hudson Public Library with a demonstration of 
methods of book repairing. The trustees have purchased 8 
volumes entitled “ The World’s Best Music,” to ascertain 
whether or not music lovers will appreciate the opportunity of 
securing, at the library, books containing the masterpieces of 
vocal and instrumental composition. Miss Ruby Tillinghast 
was sent by the commission for two days’ instruction in book 
mending.
Cohasset. Paul Pratt Memorial Library. The will of Miss Mary
L. Williams makes a bequest to the library of $2,000. Shelf 
accommodations for about 3,000 books have been added to the 
main stack room.
Nantasket Library. Books are loaned by the Paul Pratt 
Memorial Library at Cohasset for a period of two months. The 
librarian attended the institute at Amherst this summer.
Concord. During the past year a legacy of $5,000, given in the 
will of Miss Martha R. Hunt, and the sum of $850, the re­
mainder of a legacy of $1,000 given in the will of Miss Mary 
Munroe, have been received.
Conway. The librarian attended the conference of librarians at 
Amherst.
Dana. Books have been received from the Free Public Library 
Commission.
Danvers. An unlimited number of non-fiction is allowed (except­
ing recent publications) and charged for a month, with the 
privilege of renewal; two books of fiction are given to those 
livino- at a distance, to high school pupils in connection with 
the study of literature, to shut-ins and others, according to con-
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ditions. P rin te d  lists have been d istribu ted  to members of the 
grange, and  a description of each book has been fu rn ished  by 
the  lib ra rian  and read a t the m eeting  of the grange. T he B ird  
Club had  the  use of th e  lib rary  rooms fo r illu stra ted  lectures 
and in fo rm al talks.
D artm o u th . A t N orth  D artm outh  a new lib ra ry  is being b u ilt by 
th e  tow n on land  owned by the  town. D uring  Ju ly  and A ugust 
four books were given out on one card, to  be kep t a m onth  if 
desired.
D edham . T he Oakdale branch  lib rary  has been moved from  a 
room in  the Oakdale school to a bu ild ing  owned by the town. 
A reserve postal-card  system  has been adopted. T hree th o u ­
sand dollars has been le ft to  the  lib rary  by Miss C atherine 
Lamson.
Deerfield. The lib ra ry  has been catalogued w ith  the aid  of the 
commission.
D ighton. A clock has been given to  the  lib rary  by M rs. C. A. 
"Weed and a bust of Shakespeare by the  children  of South 
school. L ib rary  hours have been extended ten  hours a week.
Douglas. A  D rench lib ra ry  has been loaned by the F ree P ublic  
L ibrarv  Com m ission, and  is a t trac tin g  m any F rench  people 
to the  lib rary .
D unstab le. T he shelves are now open w ith  no restric tion . Books 
have been received from  the  F ree P ub lic  L ib rary  Commission.
D uxburv . The lib rary  en terta ined  the O ld Colony L ib rary  Club 
A ugust 16. M r. TV. J .  W righ t has presented the lib rary  
w ith  49 volumes of the “  M assachusetts H isto rical and Gen­
ealogical R egister ”  and  other books.
E ast B rid g ew a te r. A  branch  has been established in  N orthville , 
and Mrs. E . M. R ichardson has been appointed  lib rarian . 
Three thousand  dollars has been received from  the estate of 
th e  late M r. W . A. R ust, a native of the  town.
E astham . D eposit stations have been established a t N o rth  E ast- 
ham  post office. Several m agazines w hich are allowed to 
circulate are kept a t  each end of the town, and books are dis­
tribu ted  to  th e  schools. The lib rary  has recently adopted the 
plan of allow ing two books of fiction and two books of non­
fiction to  readers liv ing  m ore th a n  a m ile from  the library . 
Books have been received from  the commission.
E asth am p to n . O pening the  read ing  room to the public Sunday 
afternoons and evenings has m et w ith  popular favor.
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E ato n . By the will of M r. Cyrus Lothrop the Ames F ree L ibrary  
receives $10,000. Miss M ary S. Ames has presented a new 
edition  of the  “ Encyclopedia B ritann ica  ”  to  the library. The 
lib rary  subscribes to  two Swedish papers and has a few Swed­
ish books.
E d g arto w n . Sixty-five books have been given by M r. E . A. Foster, 
a sum m er resident.
Egremont. Books have been received from  the commission.
E ssex . T he lib ra ry  trustees have decided to  allow the  readers the 
privilege of one hook of fiction and one of non-fiction.
E v e re tt. A n add ition  to  th e  S hu te M em orial L ibrary  is soon to 
be erected. The addition  to  the P a r lin  M em orial L ibrary  has 
been completed. Six thousand dollars was given for th is  by 
M r. A. 1ST. P arlin .
F a irh a v e n . A ll non-fiction m ay he kep t four weeks instead of 
two, as form erly, and novels of certa in  standard  w riters may 
be kept four weeks, and m ay be taken  w ith  one other work of 
fiction. A n exam ination of the hooks has been m ade, and 
about 1,000 w orn-out and superseded volumes have been re­
jected. A special collection of about 1,500 books has been 
placed in  an unused room for occasional reference.
F a l l  R iv er. M any notable g ifts  have been received during  the 
3'ear, am ong them  several valuable pictures.
F a lm o u th . Woods Hole. T he new lib rary  bu ild ing  is nearly com­
pleted, and  the reeataloguing and reclassifying have been started 
under the d irection of the commission. T he money for the 
lib rary  has all been raised  by subscription, and m uch interest 
has been shown by th e  townspeople.
F itc h b u rg . A pplication blanks for borrowers’ cards have been dis­
tr ib u ted  th rough  the evening schools. A classified lis t of fic­
tio n  has been added to the card catalogue. S tory hours have 
been held  in  the a r t  gallery. V arious editions of the Bible 
have been exhibited to  recognize the tercentenary  of the Eng­
lish Bible. M r. H enry  A. W illis, chairm an of the board of 
trustees, celebrated h is fiftie th  anniversary as trustee of the 
public library.
F ra m in g h a m . A deposit sta tion  has been established a t Saxonville
and one a t Uobscot.
F ree to w n . Avis Stone of AssOnet has given $50 to the library.
E ast Freetown. Books have been received from  the com­
mission.
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Gay Head. M uch in terest is being shown in  try in g  to raise money 
for a bu ild ing  to serve as a lib rary  and  tow n hall, th a t i t  m ay 
be used as a social center.
Georgetown. T he public docum ents have been arranged  in  the 
basem ent w ith  the aid of the  F ree P ublic  L ib rary  Commis­
sion.
Gloucester. P lans have been draw n for the  contem plated exten­
sion to  the Sawyer L ibrary , and  the work will be pushed as 
fast as possible. T his addition  w ill cost $8,000.
Goshen. N ine hundred  and fifty  dollars has been received from  
the estate of the la te  M r. J .  L . Babcock, A nn A rbor, Mich. 
The income of $425 has been received from  the estate of the 
late Em ogene Pynchon.
Gosnold. Books have been received from  the F ree  P ublic  L ibrary  
Commission. T he privilege of allow ing more th a n  one book 
to a reader has been granted .
Grafton. B ranch sta tions have been established a t  N o rth  G rafton, 
Farnum sville, F isherv ille  and Saundersville. D istribu ting  
agencies have been s ta rted  a t the fo u r schools in  these towns. 
Story' hours have been held  and a lis t of books fo r the  schools 
has been made.
Granby. Two books are now allowed on a card.
Great Barrington. T he corner stone of the new M ason M emorial 
L ibrary  was la id  A pril 13. I t  w ill cost $50,000. T he B erk­
shire County L ib rary  Club held a m eeting  here J a n u a ry  18.
Eousatonic. A bequest of $500 has been received from  Mrs. 
Tulla. T he H ousatonic L ib rary  and E n te rta in m en t Club have 
made a g if t  of $600 to  the library . A n annual m em bership 
card to the B erkshire Athenaeum, P ittsfie ld , has been presented 
to the lib rary  by the  commission.
Greenfield. Mrs. M ary B. H aw ks has presented to the lib rary  an 
excellent p o rtra it of D r. Joseph Beals, for m any years a 
prom inent citizen in  Greenfield and one of the lead ing  workers 
in  securing a public l ib ra ry ; he also served for m any years as 
a trustee, p a r t  of the tim e as chairm an of th e  board.
Greenwich. Books have been received from  th e  F ree  P ub lic  L i­
brary  Commission. A delivery sta tion  has been sta rted  in  the 
general store a t Greenwich.
Halifax. Books have been received from  the F ree P ublic  L ib rary  
Commission.
Hamilton. The lib rary  has received by the  w ill of D r. J u s t in  
Allen of Topsfield $500, the  income to be used fo r the p u r-
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chase of books. The store a t South H am ilton  is now a branch 
library.
Hampden. Miss Alice Shepard, from  the City L ib rary , Spring- 
field, visited the lib rary , rem ain ing  th ree days w ith the libra­
rian. The selectmen’s books have been moved to  a new room in 
the  town hall, leaving m ore available space in  the library. 
Books have been received from  the commission.
Hancock. Books have been received from  the commission.
Hanover. The lib rary  has now five delivery s ta tions: one a t H an­
over, N o rth  H anover, South  H anover, W est H anover and 
Assinippi.
Hanson. T he lib rary  has been classified and catalogued w ith the 
aid of the  F ree P ublic  L ib rary  Commission, a card  catalogue 
having been m ade fo r both N o rth  and South  H anson. The 
B urrage branch has been discontinued. T he age lim it has been 
changed from  twelve to  ten  years. By the  w ill of Mr. T. S. 
M itchell of P lym outh  the  lib rary  has received $500.
Hardwick. T he privilege of free access to  the shelves has been 
granted .
Gilbertville. A new lib rary  bu ild ing  is under construction, 
erected by Col. E dw ard  H . G ilbert on a site given by the 
Geo. H . G ilbert M anufactu ring  Company.
Harvard. W ith  the aid  of the lib rary  commission a shelf lis t lias 
been m ade for the lib rary  and the juvenile books separated 
from  the adult.
Haverhill. A m eeting of the M assachusetts L ibrary  Club was held 
here on October 24, followed by a conference conducted by the 
F ree P ub lic  L ib rary  Commission on the 25th. Miss Tilling- 
h as t spent a  day and a ha lf a t the lib rary , a m ending bee 
was held and neighboring lib rarians invited  to attend. An 
exhibit was held a t C hristm as of children’s books, and many 
of the books displayed were bought by the townspeople in  the 
local stores. Several story hours have been held. The local 
cam era club held its annual exhibit a t the lib ra ry ; the Arts 
and  C rafts Society held its  annual exhibition, and there was 
a special exhibition from  the  N ational A rts and C rafts So­
ciety. Sixty-seven m eetings of study clubs and other organiza­
tions have been held in  the club room.
Hawley. The lib rary  has been recatalogued under the direction of 
the F ree P ublic  L ib rary  Commission.
Hingham. The privilege of allowing four books on a card, two 
of fiction and two of non-fiction, has been granted . By the
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will of Miss M ary K. W hiting  of Now Y ork  the lib rary  is to 
receive a  valuable collection of books and engravings.
Hinsdale. The privilege has been g ran ted  of allow ing each reader 
one book of fiction and one of non-fiction, and  a teacher m ay 
borrow any num ber of books n o t exceeding tw enty-four. A n 
annual m em bership card to  th e  B erkshire Athenaeum in  P i t ts ­
field has been presented to  the lib rary  by the  commission.
Holbrook. M r. E. E . H olbrook has given $5,000, the  income of 
which is to be used fo r the support of the lib rary , th is  m aking  
a sum  of $15,500 which he has given the  town for th is p u r­
pose.
Holden. The age lim it has been changed to  n ine  years instead 
of twelve.
Holland. T he dedication of the new lib rary  bu ild ing  took place 
on A ugust 24. T he lib rary  was recatalogued and  reclassified 
by the lib rary  commission before th e  dedication. G ift books 
and a dictionary have been received from  the lib rary  commis­
sion, and a d ictionary  stand  from  a friend . The privilege of 
borrowing a selection of books from  tim e to  tim e has been 
granted  by the  B rim field lib rary , add itional books having been 
sent there by th e  com mission to  aid  th is  good work.
Holliston. The annual m eeting  of the S outhern  W orcester L ibrary  
Club was held here October 15.
Holyoke. T his year, as last, a deposit has been m ade of about 100 
selected books fo r the Boys’ Club. A circulation  of 759 was 
reached and the  books all re tu rn ed  in  good condition. V o lun­
teers connected w ith  the Y . M. C. A. have acted as agents of 
d istribution  in  two factories where, in  the  w in ter m onths, 
deposits have been made.
Hopedale. Each person is allowed th ree books a t one tim e, and 
books are circulated du ring  the S unday hours of opening. The 
experim ent of p lacing  new books, regu larly  added to  the  
library, in  the reading room fo r two weeks previous to the ir 
being placed in  circu lation  has been tried . People express 
pleasure in  seeing all the new books together, and read them  
while in  the read ing  room. Grade read ing  courses have been 
carried on during  the sum m er vacation.
Hubbardston. A collection of m inerals has been given by Mrs. C.
H . Glazier. E lectric  ligh ts have been installed  du ring  the year.
Hudson. The lib ra rian  attended  the lib rary  in s titu te  a t A m herst. 
The lib rary  received a v isit from  the Misses D agni G raarad
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and H elga Usturda-, two N orw egian women, who were in  
Am erica studying public lib rary  m ethods and conditions.
Huntington. T he lib rary  has been moved to  a room in  the Mur- 
rayfield school building.
Ipswich. A new rule of allowing any person w ishing books for 
study to  take ou t a reasonable num ber and keep them  beyond 
th e  usual lim it has been adopted. C hildren  work about the 
lib rary  to pay the ir fines. The Y. M. C. A. keeps a shelf of 
books sent from  the lib rary  to try  to in terest the boys who 
would no t otherwise go there. Books have been added for the 
Greeks
Kingston. A p o rtra it of the late H oratio  Adams, who was chair­
m an of th e  trustees from  the opening of the lib rary  u n til his 
death, has been received.
Lakeville. The women of the Lakeville L ibrary  Circle have col­
lected $1,400 fo r lib rary  purposes, and have asked the town 
fo r an appropriation  fo r a lib rary  building. A  site has been 
given by the heirs of M r. L u th e r W ashburn.
Lanesborough. The tow n has been paying $5 a year fo r the past 
two years to the B erkshire Athenaeum, P ittsfie ld , for the use 
of books. By the will of Mrs. M aria H . N ew ton the library 
has received money fo r a bu ild ing  w hich w ill probably be 
available w ith in  two years.
Lawrence. D uring  the year $1,000 has been received from  the 
trustees of the W hite fund  and $200 from  the Pacific fund. 
A new p lan , which has proved m ost successful, has been to 
collect vacation booklets from  the  railroads and fu rn ish  them 
to the public.
Lenox. The South B erkshire L ib rary  Club m et here in  December.
Leominster. The deposit sta tion  a t N o rth  Leom inster, which was 
used very little , has been discontinued. T he age lim it has been 
reduced from  fourteen to  twelve years. By way of special 
advertising, typew ritten  bu lletins have been made, sta ting  the 
resources of the lib rary , hours of opening, etc., and a cordial 
inv itation  has been extended to the public. A colored post 
card of the lib rary  is pasted a t the top of the bulletin . These 
have been placed in  factories. T he lib rary  kep t open house 
fo r the school teachers for an afternoon, sending them  an 
inform al inv itation  to a ttend  and perhaps suggest nevr ways 
in  which the lib rary  could help in  th e ir  work. Books on special 
subjects were exhibited, and the teachers were given an oppor­
tu n ity  to become acquainted w ith  reference books, poetry,
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indexes, p ic tu re  collections, etc. R efreshm ents were served 
and  73 guests attended. Good w ork has been done w ith  the 
clubs in  town. E xhib its of pictures have been held.
L evere tt. T he privilege of allow ing two books on a card has been 
granted . Books have been received from  the  F ree P ub lic  
L ib rary  Commission. A branch lib ra ry  has been opened a t  the 
Long P la in  school.
L exington . A story hou r a t  the branch lib rary  conducted by a 
volunteer s tuden t from  Sim m ons has been veiy successful.
Leyden. Books have been received from  the F ree P ub lic  L ib rary  
Commission. A site has been offered fo r  a lib rary  by M r. A. J .  
S hattuck  if some one w ill give the building.
Lincoln. Responsible people are allowed an  un lim ited  num ber of 
books, except recent fiction. Books fo r study can be kep t as 
long as w anted, unless called fo r by some one else. Books have 
been borrowed from  the Boston P ublic  L ibrary . Miss T illing - 
hast spent two days a t the lib rary  in s tru c tin g  the lib ra rian  
as to the best m ethod of repa iring  books.
L ittle ton . Books have been given by Mr. J .  E . F le tcher of Ayer.
Longmeadow. Mrs. H . B. E m ens has been chosen lib ra rian  in  
place of Mrs. D avid Booth, who has resigned. T he W estern 
M assachusetts L ib rary  Club m et here F ebruary  8. T he lib rary  
hours on S atu rday  have been extended two hours.
L unenburg. T he new schoolhouse a t B aker’s S ta tion  makes use of 
the lib rary  to  d istribu te  books to  some extent. T he privilege of 
open shelves has been gran ted  to  all borrowers.
L ynn. Books are now deposited in  th e  Breed school. A  bequest 
of $1,000 from  M r. Charles F rancis P ierce, also one of $1,000 
from  Mr. Jo h n  Page W oodbury, has been received.
M alden. D eposit stations have been established a t L inden, a t  the 
Y. 51. C. A. and a t the fire stations. A n un lim ited  num ber 
of non-fiction is issued on one card. A bequest from  Mrs. M ary 
W. F . S m ith  of $1,000 has been received fo r the  purchase of 
books. Mrs. Lizzie A. W illiam s, fo r tw enty-one years lib ra­
rian , has resigned, and M r. H erb ert W. F ison succeeds her. 
The lib rary  is being recatalogued and reclassified.
M anchester. M r. D. L. B ingham  died J a n u a ry  17, a t the age of 
ninety-seven years. H e was lib ra rian  of the public lib rary  
from  its inception to  the tim e of h is death, hav ing  the d is­
tinction  of being the oldest lib ra rian  in  active service in  the 
S tate. Miss Jen n ie  C. S argen t has been chosen to succeed 
him . M r. F . 51. S tanw ood of Boston has presented to  the
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lib rary  27 volumes, M r. R alph H enry  B arbour a  set of his own 
works, and Dr. R. T . G lendenning 25 volumes.
Marlborough. The Robin H ill Im provem ent Association deposit 
sta tion  has been discontinued, and one started  a t the Young 
M en’s League.
Marshfield. The Sea A’iew d istribu ting  sta tion  has been discon­
tinued, leaving six d istribu ting  stations now in use.
Mashpee. One hundred  books have been received from  the Milli- 
cent L ibrary , Fairhaven, and 25 books from  the  C otuit Library.
Maynard. The lib rary  has been recatalogued under the supervision 
of the commission, and a greater in terest is being aroused by 
th e  teachers and  pupils.
Medford. Mrs. S. C. Lawrence has presented to the lib rary  the 
residence ad jo in ing  th a t bu ild ing  in  m em ory of Gen. Samuel
C. Lawrence. T his is to  be used as a children’s library , and is 
to be known as the Sam uel Crocker Lawrence Annex. There 
have been 1,564 volumes presented to th e  lib rary  by Mrs. 
Lawrence, and the lib rary  of Mr. Jo h n  S. S tu rtevan t has been 
received. A d istribu ting  agency has been s ta rted  a t the Old 
People’s Home.
Melrose. The lib rary  has been reclassified and recatalogued.
Middleborough. The Old Colony L ibrary  Club was entertained 
here November 21.
Middlefield. Books have been received from  the commission.
Middleton. T he lib rary  has been w ired fo r electricity.
Millbury. The trustees are allowing two books to a reader, one 
of fiction and one of non-fiction. A story hour has been started 
and is proving very successful.
Monroe. Books have been d istribu ted  from  the schools.
Montague. M on ta g u e  C ity . Since the organization of the Ladies’ 
In d u str ia l Society in  Ju n e , 1911, $1,000 has been raised and 
a L ib rary  H a ll bu ilt. The cost is about $3,000, and i t  is 
hoped th a t  sufficient money to  cancel the debt w ill soon be 
raised. M iss E lla  H azelton and M r. E dw ard IPazelton have 
furn ished  the new lib rary . T he purpose of L ib rary  Hall 
is to establish a village room for social and other purposes.
Turner’s Falls. A “ children’s h o u r ” has been held  every 
Saturday.
Monterey. There has been received $476.21 from  the  heirs of 
Mrs. F ran k  Conley. The lib rary  has been reclassified w ith the 
aid of the F ree P ublic L ib rary  Commission.
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Montgomery. Books have been received from  the  Tree P ublic  
L ib rary  Commission.
Nantucket. Teachers have the  privilege of tak in g  six books for 
school use, which m ay be kep t one m onth. M r. H enry  B. 
W orth of New Bedford has donated 374 volumes to  the library .
New Bedford. T he lib rary  has received a large and valuable col­
lection of m edical books from  the  lib rary  of the la te  D r. W m.
M. Sw ift. The g if t of an extensive collection of photographs 
and reproductions of J .  M. M illet’s pa in tings has been p re­
sented to  the lib rary  by M r. H . H . Crapo.
New Marlborough. Books have been received from  the com mis­
sion.
Newton. A lterations are being m ade and the  bu ild ing  enlarged, 
the cost of these changes being estim ated a t $41,047. A 
m em orial lib ra ry  is to  be b u ilt in  W est Newton, the donor 
being M r. W. M. B ullivant.
North Adams. A m eeting of the B erkshire County L ib rary  Club 
was held here on M arch 28. Special pains have been taken  to 
advertise the library . Schools have been visited and the  pupils 
in  the eighth  and n in th  grades, h igh  schools and norm al 
schools have been ta u g h t th e  use of th e  library.
North Andover. A ny teacher or s tuden t can draw  as m any books 
of non-fiction as she wishes, subject to  recall when w anted. 
Mr. N athaniel Stevens has given $20 fo r the purchase of books 
for little  children. S tory-te lling  hours have been held  du ring  
the sum m er vacation.
North Reading. T he lib rary  has been recatalogued under the 
supervision of th e  F ree P ub lic  L ib rary  Commission. Books 
have been received from  the commission. Miss Ruby T illing- 
hast was sent by the commission to in s tru c t th e  lib ra ria n  in  
book m ending.
Northampton. Forbes L ibrary. M r. Joseph L. H arrison  assumed 
his duties as lib ra rian  F ebruary  1.
Northbridge. T he new lib rary  bu ild ing  given by Messrs. E dw ard 
and A. F . W hitin  is nearly  com pleted. M r. R . C. S tu rg is of 
Boston is the  architect.
Northfield. Books are sent to a  school 3 m iles from  the lib rary  
and distribu ted  to  the people in  th a t  vicinity.
Oak Bluffs. This lib rary  has g ran ted  to  the  C hilm ark L ib rary  
the privilege of borrow ing a selection of books fo r a period of 
three m onths, and  books have been sent by the commission to
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aid th is work. A traveling  lib rary  of ag ricu ltu ra l books has 
been loaned by the commission.
Orange. Books are being sent to  the W est O range school. Two 
books are now allowed on one card. A new build ing  is in 
process of construction, the donor being Mrs. Jo h n  W. Wheeler 
Thompson. The lib rarian  attended the  S im m ons College sum­
m er school.
Orleans. E ach reader is now allowed two books on a card. The 
lib rary  has been recatalogued. Books have been received from 
the commission.
Oxford. I n  the spring  a natu re  ta lk  was given, m any flowers were 
displayed and spring  songs were sung. The affair was a great 
success.
Palmer. T he stacks have been opened to the public and the build­
ing  has been entirely  renovated. P lans are under way for ex­
tension work in  the schools and villages.
Paxton. The privilege of allowing two books on a card has been 
granted. Books have been received from  the F ree Public 
L ibrary  Commission.
Pelham. A delivery sta tion  has been s ta rted  at Pelham  City.
Pembroke. B ryantville . F ines have been reduced from  two cents 
to  one cent per day, and the lib rary  is now open on one addi­
tiona l day a week.
Pepperell. A collection of 214 books has been given by Miss 
E verett of Boxbury.
Peru. Books have been received from  the F ree P ublic Library 
Commission, and an annual m em bership card to  the Berkshire 
Athenaeum, P ittsfie ld , has been presented to the  lib rary  by the 
commission.
Pittsfield. T he B erkshire Athenaeum has received from  Mr. 
ITarold Davis 100 books from  the lib rary  of Dr. W. Y. W. 
Davis.
Plainfield. Any num ber of books m ay be taken  by the teachers 
for use in  the schools.
Plymouth. The privilege of open shelves has been granted  and 
the two-book system is now in  operation.
Prescott. Books have been received from  the Free P ub lic  Library 
Commission. A new branch has been started  in  Grange Hall.
Quincy. By the w ill of L ydia L. M orton the lib rary  has received 
$5,000, to  be known as the George W. M orton fund . A branch 
has been opened a t A tlantic.
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Reading. The lib rary  has received 180 volumes from  the M edford 
P ub lic  L ibrary . These are p a r t  of the collection of th e  late 
Gen. S. C. Lawrence, which was bequeathed to the lib rary  there 
and found  to  be duplicates.
Rehoboth. T he bu ild ing  in  which the lib rary  was located was 
burned in  J u ly  and  m any books and records destroyed. P lans 
fo r a new m em orial hall have been draw n, and include a very 
nice lib rary  room.
Revere. The two-book system has been adopted. Much good work 
has been done with the schools, and as a result more children 
have registered than ever before.
Richmond. Books fo r the ch ild ren  and for the I ta lian s  have been 
received from  the commission. A n annual m em bership card 
to B erkshire Athenaeum, P ittsfie ld , has been presented to  the 
library  by the commission.
Rowe. Branches have been s ta rted  in  four of the village schools 
and the  lib rary  hours have been extended th ree days a week. 
A traveling  lib rary  has been loaned by the Free P ub lic  L ibrary  
Commission. D uring  the sum m er a concert was given and the 
sum of $15.70 was added to  the  lib rary  fund . T he lib ra rian  
attended the L ib rary  In s titu te  a t  A m herst. Miss Alice Newell 
has resigned as lib ra rian  and M rs. L . T . Jones succeeds her. 
Books have been received from  the commission.
Rowley. The lib ra rian  recom m ended opening the  lib rary  W ednes­
day afternoons, and volunteered to  do the ex tra  w ork w ith­
out any advance in  salary. Thirty-five juvenile books have 
been given by Miss Lizzie E . H ale.
Royalston. F ree access to  the  shelves has been gran ted  and the 
privilege of two books to a person. A h a ll clock has been 
received from  Miss B ertha  Lee, and  books have been received 
from  the F ree P ub lic  L ib rary  Commission.
Salem. A branch lib ra ry  is in  process of construction, the  cost be­
ing estim ated a t $15,000. The lib rary  has been remodeled 
and now includes a separate ch ild ren’s room.
Sandisfield. Books have been received from  the commission. Mrs. 
A tw ater and Miss F rances B. Bussell have given books and 
magazines.
Sandwich. T he two-book system has been adopted. T here have 
been 112 books given by Miss Lucy and M r. Jam es F reem an 
of Boston.
Saugus. T he lib ra rian  attended  th e  L ib rary  In s titu te  a t A m herst.
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Savoy. The lib rary  has been recatalogued w ith  the aid of the Free 
P ublic L ib rary  Commission. The sum of $5 for new shelves 
has been received from  a friend  and books have been placed in  
the schools.
Seekonk. T he removal of one-half the lib rary  from  the town hall 
to Association H all has proved a very satisfactory arrange­
ment.
Sharon. By the will of M r. Lucius C lapp of R andolph the library 
receives $3,000 fo r the purchase of books. Money is being 
raised by the  citizens for a new b u ild in g ; $774.52 has been 
contributed  by the Center School Association. T he age lim it 
has been changed from  fourteen to  twelve years.
Sheffield. Books have been loaned to  the  h ig h  school for a period 
of two m onths. T he lib rary  has been classified w ith  the aid 
of the  F ree P ublic  L ib rary  Commission, and  the open-shelf 
system has been adopted.
Shirley. The open-shelf system has been adopted. A bequest of 
$250 has been received by th e  w ill of Sam uel Longley. Books 
are now supplied to the  S tate  In d u s tr ia l School and also sent 
to  Shirley Center. Books have been received from  the Free 
P ub lic  L ib rary  Commission.
Shutesbury. T he lib ra rian  attended the L ib rary  In stitu te  at 
A m herst. Books have been received from  the  F ree Public 
L ib rary  Commission.
Somerville. Two new branches were opened, in  E ast Somerville 
and U nion  Square, in  F ebruary  and M arch, which already 
have a circulation  of 50,000 apiece. The city voted $45,000, 
as the value of the old build ing, tow ard a new one, for which 
A ndrew  Carnegie has prom ised $80,000. W ork was begun in 
Septem ber, and the fa ll of 1913 is set fo r its  occupancy. Pre­
para to ry  to m oving, 50,000 volumes are being selected for the 
new open-shelf book room, and the  classification and catalogue 
are being extended and corrected. Besides the Central and 
th ree branch buildings, deposits of books are placed in  some 
200 schoolrooms, churches, clubs and fire stations. The 
“  scheme of service ”  fo r selecting and prom oting library as­
sistan ts is proving its value. Borrowers are now allowed one 
novel, two periodicals and any reasonable num ber of non­
fiction ; non-fiction m ay be kept for a m onth  unless “  recalled ” 
a f te r  two weeks for another borrower.
Southampton. Books have been received from  the  commission. 
The W estern M assachusetts Club m et here October 8.
1913.] P U B L IC  D O C U M E N T  — N o. 4-1. 47
Southborough . T he new lib rary  was opened to the public Septem ­
ber 20. the land  being a g if t  from  the  heirs of M r. Joseph 
B urnett, the town erecting  the  build ing. G ifts of a clock from  
M r. and M rs. R. M. B u rn e tt and a bust of Lowell and of 
Longfellow from  Mrs. W . B. F ay  have been received.
S outhbridge. A lo t has been purchased by the heirs of M r. Jacob 
Edw ards of Boston, who are to build  a lib rary  bu ild ing  as a 
m em orial to  th e ir  father. T he p lans have been m ade by Mr.
H . D. B urnham  of Chicago.
Spencer. F ree access to the shelves is now allowed.
Springfield . T he new lib rary  bu ild ing , costing $355,000, was 
dedicated Ja n u a ry  10. One thousand  dollars from  the estate 
of M r. J .  L. Shipley and  $500 from  Miss M argare t Shipley 
have been received. T he lib rary  has been m ade the residuary  
legatee of one-th ird  of the  estate of M r. W. B. W alker. The 
to ta l d istribu ting  agencies, includ ing  280 classrooms in  the 
public schools, is 314. A  jo in t m eeting of the M assachusetts 
L ib rary  Club, the Bay P a th  Club and the  W estern M assachu­
setts L ib rary  Club was held  here Ju n e  6 and 7. Springfield 
was one of the  ten  cities selected by the N ational E ducation  
Association to  exhibit a t the Chicago convention sam ples of 
the work of the  lib ra ry  in  co-operation w ith  schools. T he site 
for the new branch lib rary  a t  the N orth  E n d  has been decided 
upon. Two thousand  five h und red  dollars has been received 
from  M r. H . H . Skinner.
S terling . Two schoolhouse deposit stations have been started . 
A few books have been received from  the lib rary  of M r. J .
Q. Peed of New York.
S toneham . Mrs. H . M. Boyce has resigned as lib rarian , afte r a 
service of th ir ty  years, and  Miss Ju lia  L . Crocker of South  
B rain tree has been elected.
Stoughton. By the w ill of Miss M ary E . F a rrin g to n  of S toughton 
the lib rary  receives $1,000.
Stow. Twenty-five volumes of fiction have been received from  Mrs.
A. B. Gleason.
S udbury . E fforts are being m ade to s ta r t a deposit in  a schoolhouse 
a t N orth  Sudbury, and books have been sent by the com mis­
sion to  aid  th is  good work.
Sw ansea. Miss J u lia  Pi. W ellington has resigned afte r th ir ty  
years’ service, and Rev. O. O. W righ t of Sandy Hook, Conn., 
has been appointed her successor. F ive hundred  dollars from  
Mrs. S. S. Stevens has been added to th e  book fund.
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Taunton. A n oil pain ting  entitled  “A utum n,”  by J .  J .  Enneking, 
has been given by the W om an’s Club.
Tisbury. Two books are now allowed to  each reader.
Topsfield. By the w ill of Dr. J .  A. Lam son of Boston the residue 
of h is estate goes to  h is widow, and upon her death  $5,000 
w ill go to  the library , the income to be used for the purchase of 
books.
Townsend. The lib ra ry  has recently received from  Mrs. George 
Jones a p ic ture of the late Sam  W alter Foss, together with 
h is  la s t poem, which have been fram ed together. The Educa­
tiona l Association has given 18 volumes, and  th irteen  citizens 
have presented to  the lib rary  a photographic history  of the 
civil w ar in  10 volumes. T he lib ra rian  has given two informal 
ta lks to students in  the  h igh  schools on the use of reference 
books.
Truro. The new lib rary , the g if t of M r. E lisha  W. Cobb of Boston, 
was dedicated A ugust 31. G ifts of $160 and about 500 books 
have been received. Books have been received from  the com­
mission.
Tyngsborough, A trave ling  lib rary  on agricu ltu re has been loaned 
by the  commission. There is no restric tion  now on the number 
of books taken, except new fiction. A bequest of $5,000 from 
the la te  Miss M ary E. B ennett has been received. By the 
w ill of Mr. F rederick  B lanchard  the library  receives $2,000, to 
be used for repairs on the building.
Tyringham. A n annual m em bership card to  the Berkshire Athe- 
njEum, P ittsfie ld , has been presented by the commission, and 
books have been received from  the  commission.
Uxbridge. A deposit of 100 books in  the  N orth  Uxbridge school 
has been started , in  charge of the principal, and the scholars 
d istribu te  the books.
Wales. U n d er the provision of the will of Mr. IP. A. M cFarland, 
h is widow has the benefit of his estate, and afte r her death a 
large p a r t of i t  goes to  the town for the erection of a library.
Walpole. By the will of Miss Lucy Ja n e  Gould the library re­
ceives the sum  of $500 as a perpetual care fund. Bulletin 
boards have been placed in  post offices and factories announc­
ing  new books and giving special lists. A story hour is held 
every S atu rday  m orn ing  during  the school year.
W a lth a m . The city has received from  the trustees of the Buttrick 
estate the sum  of $58,000, and the to ta l am ount w ill probably
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be about- $125,000. M r. F rancis B u ttrick  left $60,000 for a 
lib rary  bu ild ing  in  1894, and the am ount has accum ulated 
since then. So m uch in terest is being shown by the  towns­
people in  the m atte r th a t i t  is hoped th a t the com mission 
appointed three years ago w ill soon report, and th a t  the new 
build ing  which is so m uch needed w ill be sta rted  in  the near 
fu ture . Successful work is being done w ith  th e  schools, the 
three upper grades of the gram m ar schools receiving books 
each m onth , which are exchanged by pupils, thus saving ex­
press. The C hristian  U nion, the fire stations and  the Sunday 
schools also receive books every m onth.
W are. One hundred  books have been placed in  the school bu ild ing  
for the use of pupils. G ifts of $30 for F o lish  books and $50 
fo r children’s books have been received.
W arw ick. Books have been received from  the commission. Books 
are sent regularly  to  the schools.
W ashington. A  collection of books has been received from  the 
commission.
W atertow n. Books are sent tw ice a week to  two stations of the 
Boston & M aine B ailroad. T he age lim it has been removed.
W ebster. A catalogue has been m ade of the  ch ildren’s books. 
The books for boy scouts have been p u t on a special shelf, and 
also books for Sunday-school teachers.
W ellesley. The W ellesley H ills  lib rary  and read ing  room  has 
been opened, and is now financed by the W ellesley W om an’s 
Club. Mr. Isaac Sprague purchased the house in  w hich the 
branch is located and is giving i t  ren t free u n til  M arch. Five 
thousand dollars has been le ft to  the lib rary  by M r. W arren  
Sawyer, the income to be used fo r th e  purchase of books.
W endell. Books have been received from  the  commission.
W enham . Two books can now be taken on each card.
W est B oylston . The Beam an M em orial L ibrary , the  g if t of Mr. 
George Calvin Bice of W orcester, was dedicated Septem ber 26. 
The N ew ark charging system has been installed.
W est B rid g ew ate r. T he Y oung Boys’ Club has given $5.53 to 
the library , and th is has been used fo r book supports.
W est S tockbridge . A n annual m em bership card  to  th e  B erk­
shire Athenaeum has been presented to  the  lib rary  by the com­
mission, and books have been received from  the commission.
W est T isb u ry . Several g ifts  of books have been received. A b ird  
social has been held, games about b irds were played and  pic­
tu res of b irds displayed. A sm all adm ission fee was charged.
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Westborough. Miss Ruby T illinghast has been sent by the com­
mission for two days’ instruction  in  book m ending.
Westford. Borrowers are allowed all the books they wish, except 
fiction.
Westhampton. The lib rary  has been recatalogued under the su­
pervision of the commission.
Westminster. By the  w ill of the  late Mr. M anson Haws, $1,000 
was le ft as a fund, the income to be used in  the support of the 
library.
Westport. Free Public L ibrary. P a tro n s living over 3 miles from 
the lib rary  are allowed one week extension of tim e in  returning 
books.
W estport P oin t. Two books are now allowed on a card. 
An effort is being m ade to  bring  the village lib rary  and the one 
church in to  closer touch, and the m in ister is giving out books 
a t the tim e of the Boys’ Club m eetings and social meetings.
Weymouth. Fogg Library. The S tetson Shoe Company has given 
to  the lib rary  $100 fo r books and the Old Colony Club $25.
Whately. Books have been received from  the commission.
Whitman. T here has been $7.50 given by the W om an’s Club. The 
recataloguing and reclassifying of the lib rary  are progressing 
satisfactorily .
Winchendon. The lib rary  has been reclassified and catalogued, 
p reparatory  to m oving in to  the new building, which is nearly 
completed. A bequest of $500 from  Mrs. H elen  M. Stanley 
has been received, and the W om an’s Club has given $2.85.
Winchester. T he lib rary  is being recatalogued and reclassified 
according to  the  Dewey system.
Windsor. Books have been received from  the Free Public Library 
Commission, and an annual mem bership card to  the Berkshire 
Athenaeum.
Worcester. The Greendale delivery sta tion  has been discontinued 
and one s ta rted  a t Adams Square. P lans are being made for 
three branch libraries given by Mr. Carnegie. In  Greendale 
n ine m anufactu ring  firms have given a site for a branch 
library . In  Quinsigam ond the American Steel and W ire Com­
pany has given a site fo r a building. On Southbridge Street, 
Messrs. M. J .  W hitta l and A lfred Thom as have given a site 
fo r  a build ing. One hund red  dollars from  the estate of the late 
Miss M ary J .  Sheedy has been received, the income to be used 
for the purchase of m agazines for th e  ladies’ reading room.
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The circu la ting  departm en t is now open on th ree holidays. 
The ch ildren’s departm ent has carried  on successful w ork a t 
sum m er playgrounds, where sto ry-telling  has been a feature. 
A special lis t of Swedish books has been issued from  the ca ta­
loguing departm ent.
Worthington. M r. and M rs. E . G. Albro have presented the lib rary  
w ith 80 books. Books have been received from  the F ree P u b ­
lic L ib rary  Commission. T he lib ra rian  attended  the in stitu te  
a t A m herst. Books are sen t regularly  to  the schools.
Yarmouth. A t the W est Y arm outh  lib rary  a card catalogue is 
being made.
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A p p e n d i x  II
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES, CHAIRMEN OF
L ib r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
1 Abington Public Library, . 
N o r th  A b in g to n  B r a n c h ,
5,455 $3,402,628 Dr. F. G. Wheatley, .
2 Acton Memorial L ib rary ,1 . 2,136 2,425,330 Luther Conant,
3 West Acton: Citizens Library Asso- - - F. C. Nash,
4 Acushnet Free Public Library, .
L o n g  P l a i n  B r a n c h ,  . . . .
1,692 1,007,140 Alden White,
5 Adams Free Library, . . . . 13,026 6,447,584 F. A. Bagnall, .
6 Agawam Free Public Library,
F e e d in g  H i l l s  B r a n c h ,
M it t i n e a g u e  B r a n c h ,  . . . .
3,501 2,293,308
-
7 Alford Free Town Library, . 275 184,863 E. A. Rich,
8 Amesbury Public Library, . 9,894 6,537,580 C. WT. Rowell, .
9 Amherst: Library Association,2 . 5,112 4,425,882 W. I . Fletcher, .
10 N orth Amherst Public Library, - - W. D. Cowles, .
11 Andover: Memorial Hall L ib rary ,3 7,301 7,207,765 E . Iv. Jenkins, .
12 Arlington: Robbins Library, 
A r l in g t o n  H e ig h ts  R e a d in g  R o o m ,
11,187 13,980,549 Rev. S. C. Bushnell,
13 A shburnham : Stevens Public L ibrary ,2 2,107 1,220,425 F. D. Lane,
14 Ashby Free Public Library, 885 586,382 H. B. Foster,
15 Ashfield Library Association, 
S o u t h  A s h f ie ld  B r a n c h ,
959 724,342 J. M. Sears,
16 Ashland Public Library, 1,682 1,461,022 Wm. H. Twiss, .
17 Athol Free Public Library, . 8,536 5,542,480 F. W. Lord,
18 Attleborough Public L ibrary ,4 16,215 19,538,265 J. L. Sweet,
19 A uburn Free Public Library,
S to n e v i l l e  B r a n c h ,  . . . .
2,420 1,385,000 J. G. Warren,
20 Avon Free Public Library, . 2,013 1,036,751 C. F . Porter,
21 Ayer L i b r a r y , ..................................... 2,795 2,301,131 G. A. Sanderson,
1 Two delivery stations. 2 One delivery station.
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A p p e n d i x  II
TRUSTEES, LIBRARIANS, ETC., 1912-13
Name of Librarian. Days and Hours Open for Circulation.
Helen M. H unt, . . . .  
Gertrude M. Gleason,
Daily, except Sun., 6.30 to 8 p .m .; Wed. and Sat., 4 to 
5.30 p .m .
1
Arthur F . Davis, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 2
Harriet H. Gardner, . Sat., 6 to 7.30 p .m. 3
Elsie Collins, . . . .  
Mrs. N athan Mitchell,
Wed. and Sat., 2 to 5 p .m . 4
Lucy C. Richmond, . Daily, except Sun., 3 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 1 to 9.30 p .m . 5
Ralph Perry, . . . .  
Samuel N. Smith,
Julia E. Tower, . . . .
-
6
Mrs. Rachel E . Ploss, . Wed., 2 to 8 p .m. 7
Alice C. Follansbee, . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 8
Mary M. Robison, Mon., Wed., Sat., 3 to 5.30 p .m.; Sat., 7 to 9 p .m. 9
Mary E. Harrington, . Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 10
Edna A. Brown, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 12.30 p .m., 3 to 9 p .m. 11
Elizabeth J. Newton, . 
M. Macie Seabury,
Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 9 p .m. 12
Lona M. Davis, . . . . Wed., Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 13
Eliza A. Kendall, Tue., Fri., 12 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Ju ly  and Aug., Tue. and 
Sat.
14
Mrs. B. 0 . Dodge, 
Mrs. Charles H. Day,
Tue., 7 to 9 p .m.; Fri., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 15
Mrs. Ellen M. Arnold, Mon., Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; T hur., Fri., 2 to 5
P.M.
16
Mrs. May A. Cook, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 17
Eugenia M. Henry, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m. 18
Abby B. Shute, . . . .  
Rose Smart, . . . .
Tue., 2 to 8.15 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 8.45 p .m. 19
Matthew W. Smith, , Tue., 4 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 5 to 9 p .m. 20
S. Adelaide Blood, Mon., Wed., Sat., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 21
8 Four delivery stations. 4 Three delivery stations.
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Free Public Libraries, Chairman of Trustees,
L ib r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
22 Barnstable: Sturgis Library, 4,676 §7,937,990 D r. W. S. Bigelow,
S o u th  H y a n n i s  B r a n c h , - - - -
W ia n n o  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - -
23 Centerville Public Library Associ- - - Chester Bearse,
24
ation.
Cotuit Public Library, - - B. F . Sears,
25 Hyannis Public Library Association, - - Mrs. Grace B. Hallett,
26 M arston’s Mills Public Library, - - Dr. J . H . Higgins,
27 Osterville Free Library, . - - H . S. Parker,
28 West Barnstable.................................... - - H .W . Jenkins, .
29 Barre Town Library, . . . . 2,957 2,502,540 G. A. Brown,
B a r r e  P l a in s  B r a n c h , - - - -
D is tr i c t  N o .  7 B r a n c h , - - - -
30 Becket Athenaeum, 959 566,932 O. S. Willis,
31 Bedford Free Public Library, 1,231 1,669,495 G. R. Blinn,
32 Belchertown: Clapp Memorial Library, 2,054 933,765 Mrs. M. D. S. Longley, .
33 Bellingham Free Public Library, 1,696 959,120 W. E. Howes, .
C a r y v il le  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - -
C ro o k s  C o r n e r  B r a n c h , - - - -
N o r th  B e l l i n g h a m  B r a n c h , - - - -
R a k e v i l le  B r a n c h ..................................... - - - -
S o u th  B e l l i n g h a m  B r a n c h , - - - -
34 Belmont Public L ibrary ,1 . 5,542 7,539,455 Frederic Dodge,
W a v e r le y  R e a d in g  R o o m ,  . - - - -
35 Berkley Public Library, 999 414,433 Joseph Howland,
36 Berlin Free Public Library, 904 607,760 M. R. Tyler, .
37 Bernardston: Cushman Library, 741 467,555 M. L . Corbett, .
38 Beverly Public Library, 18,650 39,005,340 W. R. Driver, .
B e v e r ly  F a r m s  B r a n c h , - - - -
C e n t e r v i l l e , ..................................... - - - -
N o r th  B e v e r ly , ..................................... - - - -
39 Billerica: Bennett Public Library, 2,789 2,829,996 E. S. Bull,
40 N orth Billerica: Talbot Library, - - - -
41 Blackstone Free Public L ibrary ,2 5,648 2,370,725 J . F . Walsh,
42 Blandford: Porter Memorial Library, . 717 624,456 H. Iv. Herrick, .
N o r th  B l a n d fo r d  B r a n c h ,  . - - - "
43 Bolton Public Library, 764 647,445 J .W. Clapp,
i Delivery stations.
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Name of Librarian. Days and Hours Open for Circulation.
Elizabeth C. Nye,
Mina J. Fuller, . . . .  
Mrs. T . H . Ames,
Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m. 22
Rose A. Hallett, . . . . Tue., Thu., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 4 to 5 p .m. 23
Alice M. Howard, Daily (except Sun., Wed. aft. and Thu. eve.), 2.30 to 
5.30, 7 to 9 p .m.
24
Mrs. Ora A. Hinckley, Mon., Wed., Sat., 2.30 to 5, 6.30 to 8 p .m . 25
Mrs. J. A. Coleman, . Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 26
Mrs. Mary L. Crocker, Winter, daily, 7 to 9 p .m.; Tue., T hu., Sat., 2.30 to 4.30 
p .m.; summer, 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m., daily.
27
Carrie P. Bursley, Sat., 2 to 5 p .m. 28
Carrie E. Read, . . . .  
Mrs. Carrie J. Bowman,
Mrs. Wilfred Hinckley,
Oct. 1 to M ay 1, 2 to 5 p .m.; May 1 to Oct. 1, 2 to 6 p .m.; 
also, 7 to 9 p .m., except Wed., 7 to 8 p .m.
29
Mrs. Eliza Millard, Tues., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m. 30
Fannie A. Wood, Wed., 3 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 31
Mrs. Cora Burnett, Apr. to Nov., Sat., 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; daily, except Sun. 
and Mon., 2 to 5 p .m .; N ov. to Apr., Tue., T hu., Sat., 
2 to 4.30 p .m.
32
Bertha Franklin,
Mrs. Mary L. Wright, .
Mrs. Ethel Cook,
Harriet Knapp, . . . .  
Mrs. Olive Cook,
Mrs. Alice A. Burr,
Tue., 7 to 8 p .m.; Fri., 3 to 5.30, 7 to 8 p .m. 33
Mary Sawyer, . . . .  
Bessie T. Gates, . . . .
Daily, except Sun., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m . 
Tue., Thu., Sat., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m .
34
Julia R. Burt, . . . . Sat., 2 to 4.30 p .m. 35
Alice E. Babcock, F irst and th ird  Wed. each m onth, 7 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 36
Nettie T . Davis, Tue., F ri., 3 to 5 p .m.; Wed., 3 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 8.30 37
Martha P. Smith, 
Lillian A. Culbert,
Mrs. Horace Elliott, . 
Benjamin W. Roberts,
Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 9 a .m . to 12 m. 38
Emma M. Whitford, . Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 39
Lillian Bottomley, Tue., Fri., 7 to 9 p .m . 40
Timothy E. Curran, . Wed., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m. 41
Mrs. Francis E . T . de Braal, 
Katherine Healy,
Tue., 2 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 7.30 to 9 p .m.; Ju ly  and 
Aug., Tue., 7.30 to 9 p .m.; Wed., JFri., 2 to 5 p .m.
42
Fidelia C. Newton, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 43
2 Two delivery stations.
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F ree P ublic L ibraries, Chairman of T rustees,
L i b r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
44 Boston: Public Library of the C ity of 
Boston.1
670,535 SI ,481,822,917 Josiah H. Benton, .
B r ig h to n B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
C h a r le s to w n  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
D o rc h e s te r  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
E a s t  B o s to n  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
H y d e  P a r k  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
J a m a ic a  P l a i n  B r a n c h , - - -
R o x b u r y  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
S o u th  B o s to n  B r a n c h , - - -
S o u th  E n d  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
Up h a m ’s C o rn e r  B r a n c h ,  . - - -
W e s t  R o x b u r y  B r a n c h , - - -
45 Bourne: Jonathan Bourne Public 
Library.
2,474 7,203,725 R. W. Emmons, 2d,
B o u r n e d a le  B r a n c h ,  . . . .
C a ta u m e t  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
M o n u m e n t  B e a c h  B r a n c h ,  . - - -
P o c a s s e t  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
S a g a m o r e  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
46 Boxborough Free Public Library, 317 291,021 Albert Littlefield, .
47 Boxford Public L ibrary ,2 718 1,525,798 G. H. Palmer,
48 West Boxford Public Library, . - - J .M . Pearl, .
49 Boylston Public Library, . 714 518,500 G. S. Dodge, .
50 Braintree: Thayer Public Library, 8,066 7,908,477 D r. Wm. Gallagher,
E a s t  B r a in tr e e  B r a n c h , - - -
51 Brewster: Ladies Library, . 631 886,105 A. L. Thorndike, .
52 Bridgewater Public Library, 7,688 s 3,018,159 W. D. Jackson, . .
53 Brimfield Public Library, . 866 581,532 Dr. R. B. Sawin, .
54 Brockton Public Library, 56,878 49,572,372 Horace Richmond,
C a m p e l lo  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
M o n te l lo  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
55 Brookfield: Merrick Public Library, ! . 2,204 1,353,506 Rev. W. L. Walsh,
E a s t  B r o o k fie ld  B r a n c h , - - -
56 Brookline Public Library,* . 27,792 111,053,000 Rev. L. K. Storrs, .
57 Buckland Free Public Library, . 1,573 849,428 E . D . Griswold,
58 Burlington Free Public Library, 591 775,456 W. S. M cIntyre,
i Sixteen reading rooms. 2 Two delivery stations.
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Name of Librarian. Days and Hours Open for Circulation.
Horace G. Wadlin,
Katharine S. Rogan, . 
Elizabeth F. Car tee, . 
Mrs. Elizabeth T. Reed, 
Ellen O. Walkley, 
Elizabeth Ainsworth, . 
Mary P. Swain, .
Helen M. Bell, .
Mary J. Minton, .
Margaret A. Sheridan, 
Josephine E. Kenney, 
Carrie L. Morse, .
Mrs. Edith F. Nickerson, 
Mrs. Albert Holway, . 
Mrs. Frank Irwin,
Mrs. F . E. Babcock, . 
Mrs. N athan Phinney,
Ida Nye,
Mrs. Mabel P . Robbins,
Bertha Perley,
Nellie Spofford, .
George L. Wright,
Lucretia F. Hatch,
Librarian or assistant from 
library.
Alma Rogers,
Lucia L. Christian,
Mary A. Tarbell,
Frank H. Whitmore, .
Wealthy A. Holmes, .
Mrs. Abbie L. Curtis,
Winnifred S. Farrell, .
E. Frances Underwood,
Louisa M. Hooper,
Mrs. C. L. Hunt,
Mrs. Ella I. Getchell, .
Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m . to 10 p .m .; Sun., 12 m . to 10 
p .m .; June 15 to Sept. 15, 9 a .m . to 9 p .m .; Sun., 12 m . 
to 9 p .m .
Wed., Sat., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m . 45
Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 8.30 p .m .
Sat. aft. and Wed. eve.
Sat., 3 to  4 p .m .
Wed., Sat., 2 to 9 p .m .
Daily, except Sat. and Sun., 12.30 to 5 p .m .; Wed. and 
Sat., 6.30 to 9 p .m .
Wed., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m .
Tue., Wed., Thu., Sat., 1.30 to 9 p .m .; Fri., 1.30 to 6, 
8.30 to 9 p .m .
Wed., 3 to 5.30 p .m .; Sat., 3 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8 p .m .
Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m . to 8.30 p .m .
Daily, 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m ., except Sun. and holidays.
Ju ly  and Aug., Sun., 2 to 6 p .m .; Wed. and Sat., 9 a .m . 
to 9 p .m ., other days, 9 a .m . to 6 p .m .; Sept, to June, 
daily, 9 a .m ., to 9 p .m .; Sun., 2 to 9 p .m .
Wed., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m .; Sun., 12.30 to 1.30 p .m .
Wed., Sat., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m .; Tue., Thu., 7 to 9 p .m .
-57
58
* One delivery station. Three delivery stations.
58 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
F ree P ublic L ibraries, Chairman of T rustees,
L i b r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
59 Cambridge Public L ibrary ,1 104,839 §115,947,300 E. P. Collier, .
E a s t  C a m b r id g e  B r a n c h , - -
N o r th  C a m b r id g e  B r a n c h , . - - -
60 Canton Public Library, 4,797 5,333,390 H. F . Buswell,
61 Carlisle: Gleason Public Library, 551 478,419 Mrs. G. N. Wilkins, .
62 Carver Public Library, 1,633 1,927,482 J . M. Bump,
B a te s  P o n d  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
E a s t  C a rver  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
N o r th  C a rv e r  B r a n c h , - - -
S o u th  C a rv e r  B r a n c h , - - -
W e s t C a rv e r  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
63 Charlemont Free Public Library, 1,001 535,546 George Frary,
Z o a r  B r a n c h , . . . . . - - -
64 Charlton Free Public Library, 2,032 1,305,988 L. A. McIntyre,
65 Chatham : Eldredge Public Library, . 1,564 1,294,670 H. C. Harding,
66 Chelmsford: Adams L ibrary ,2 5,010 4,384,005 A. H . Davis,
67
68
N orth Chelmsford Library Associ­
ation.
Chelsea Public Library, 32,452 28,100,106 E . F. Endicott,
69 Cheshire Library Association, 1,509 836,738 R .V . Wood, .
70 Chester Free Public Library, 1,377 793,565 H. B .O ber,
L i t t l e v i l l e  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
N o r th  C h e s te r  B r a n c h , - - -
71 Chester Centre Library Association, - - Rev. H . A. Briggs, .
72 Chesterfield Town Library, 536 337,763 G .B . Healy, .
W e s t C h e s te r fie ld  B r a n c h ,  . - - -
73 Chicopee Library, . . . . 25,401 15,230,480 N. P . A. Carter,
C h ic o p e e  F a l ls  B r a n c h , - - -
F a ir v ie w  B r a n c h ..................................... - - -
W il l i m a n s e t t  B r a n c h , - - -
74 Chilmark Public Library, . 282 367,279 Mrs. Florence B. May hew,
75 Clarksburg Town Library, . 1,207 283,299 . J . E . Graham, .
76 Clinton: Bigelow Free Public Library, 13,075 9,081,084 W. I. Jenkins, .
77
78
Cohasset: Paul P ra tt Memorial Li­
brary .
Nantaslcet Library, . . . .
2,585 9,505,041 Philander Bates, 
C . E . West,
79 Colrain: Griswold Memorial Library, . 1,741 750,480 J . E . Davenport,
80 Concord Free Public L ib rary ,2 . 6,421 8,430,670 G. A. King,
1 Nine delivery stations.
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Clarence W. Ayer,
Mary A. Curtis, . . . .  
Ellen M. Hayes, . . . .
Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m.
Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 1 p .m., 3 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9
P.M.
Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m.
59
Mrs. Lucy D. Downes, Daily, except Sun., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 60
Mrs. Mary A. Green, . Sat., 2.30 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 61
Rev. George'H. Lockhart, .
Mrs. Lester P ratt,
Francelia B. Dunham ,
Marion Copeland,
Elsie Lawson, . . . .
Sat., 2 to 8 p .m.; Tue., 2 to 8 p .m. 62
Alice R. Bemis, . . . .  
Florence Negus, . . . .
WTed., 3 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 63
Ruth Wakefield, . . . . Sat., 1 to 8 p .m.; Wed., 2 to 5 p .m. 64
Edna M. Hardy, Daily, except Sun., 3 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m., Ju ly  and 
Aug.; Tue., T hu., Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m., June 
to Sept.
65
Mrs. Luella H. S. Clark, Wed., Sat., 3.30 to 9 p .m.; Mon., Fri., 6.30 to 9 p .m. 66
Anna C. Mackay, Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 7 to 8.30 p .m. 67
Medora J. Simpson, . Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 9 p .m. 68
Emma E . Martin, W7ed., 2 to 5.30 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 8.30 p .m. 69
Mrs. J. M. Murtough, .
Mrs. J. J. Elder, . . . .  
Mrs. William Smith, .
Wed., 3.45 to 5.45 p .m .; Sat., 3 to 5.45, 7 to 8.30 p .m. 
Thu. aft.
70
Mrs. Mary E. Foote, . Thu., 1 to 5 p .m. 71
Hoyt E . Dodge, . . . .  
Mrs. Gilbert B. Healy,
Sun., 12 to 1 p .m . 72
Anne A. Smith, . . . .  
Eleanor E . Gorton,
May E . Graffam,
Mrs. Anna V. Kidder,
Mon., Tue., Sat. eve; Tue. and Sat. morn.; every after­
noon except Sun.
73
Mrs. L. B. M.'Vincent, Wed., 2 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5.30, 7 to 8 p .m. 74
- - 75
Charlotte L. Greene, . Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 76
Sarah B. Collier, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Tue., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m. 77
Mary W. Clark, . . . . Wed., Sat., 4 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; Dec. 1 to Apr. 1, 
Mon. eve.
78
Mrs. K. H. Cram, Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 2.30 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p .m.; 
Sun., 12 m . to 1 p .m.
79
Helen W. Kelley, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 12 m., 1 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 7 
to 9 p .m., also.
80
One delivery station.
60 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s , C h a i r m a n  o f  T r u s t e e s ,
L ib r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
81 Conway: Field Memorial L ib rary ,1 . 1,230 S750.456 C. D . Ives,
82 Cummington: B ryant Free Library, . 637 336,399 A. L. White,
83 Dalton Free Public Library, 3,568 4,566,610 Z. M. Crane,
S o u th  D a l to n  B r a n c h , - - -
84 Dana Center Public Library, 736 421,386 O. E. Hager,
N o r th  D a n a  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - -
85 Danvers: Peabody Institu te  Library, 9,407 6,981,550 G. A. Peabody,
86 D artm outh Free Public Library, 4,378 4,603,575 H. T . Gidley, .
87 N orth D artm outh Free Public Li­
brary.
South D artm outh: Southworth Li-
- - J . H. Tucker,
88 - - D r. W. E . Channing,
89 Dedham Public Library, 9,284 14,165,685 R. B. Worthington, .
E a s t  D e d h a m  B r a n c h , - - -
O a k d a le  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
90 Deerfield: Dickinson Library, 2,209 2,349,851 Elmer Putnam ,
91 South Deerfield Town Library, - - E. A. Rice,
92 Dennis: Jacob Sears Memorial Library, 1,914 1,326,680 -
E a s t  D e n n i s :  D e n n i s  L ib r a r y  A s s o - - - A. C. Crowell,
c ia t i o n .
D. F . Lane,93 Dighton Free Public Library, 2,235 1,319,639
94 Douglas: Simon Fairfield Public Li- 2,152 1,378,758 A. F. Jones,
A. H . Parker, .95 Dover Town Library, . . . . 798 6,288,937
96 D racut Public L ibrary ,2 3,461 2,523,325 S. R . Kitchen, .
97 Dudley Free Public Library, 4,267 1,986,847 J. M. Crawford,
98 Dunstable Free Public Library, . 408 425,896 Mrs. Lizzie A. Swallow,
99 D uxbury Free L ibrary ,3 1,688 3,172,073 Sidney Peterson,
100 East Bridgewater Public Library, 3,363 2,257,623 W. H. Taylor, .
101 East Longmeadow Public Library, 1,533 925,485 L. C. Davis,
102 Eastham  Public Library, 518 461,942 A. L. Nickerson,
103 Eastham pton Public Library Asso- 8,524 6,424,918 J. IJ. Sawyer, .
104
ciation.
Easton: Ames Free L ibrary ,4 5,139 6,020,358 Rev. W. L. Chaffin, .
105 Edgartown Free Public Library, 1,191 1,097,990 A. P. Averell, \
106 Egremont Free Library, 605 490,732 Mrs. W. C. Dalzell, .
N o r t h  E g r e m o n t  B r a n c h ,  . - - -
W e s t  E g r e m o n t  B r a n c h , - - -
107 Enfield Library Association, 874 725,450 Marion A. Smith,
108 Erving Free Public Library, 1,148 1,017,305 Mrs. Lilia L. W. Brown,
M il le r 's  F a l ls  B r a n c h , ~ - -  -
2 Three delivery stations.1 One delivery station.
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Cora M. Hassell, Daily, except Sun., 1 to 9 p .m.; Sun., 3 to 6 p .m. 81
Mrs. Lottie W. Tower, Sat., 11 a .m. to 4 p .m. 82
Mrs. M. E. Davison, . 
Minnie M. Ivirchner, .
Mon., Wred., Fri., Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 83
Mrs. Susan E. Stevens, 
Grace A. Haskins,
Wed., 2 to 4 p .m. 84
Mrs. Emilie D . Patch, Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat., 2 to 8 p .m. 85
Mary A. Tucker, Mon., T hu., 3.30 to 4.30 p .m. 86
Elizabeth E . Gidley, . Mon., T hu., 3 to 4 p .m. 87
Theodosia P . Chase, . Tue., Thu., 6 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 1 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m. 88
Anna P. Roland,
Nellie F . Riley, . . . .  
Rachel P. Valentine, .
Daily, except Sun., 11 a .m. to 12 m., 2 to 9 p .m. 89
Mrs. Irving H. Childs, Mon., Wed., 3.15 to 4 p .m.; Sat., 6 to 9 p .m. 90
Martha A. Pierce, Mon., Sat., 7 to 8.30 p .m.; Tue., 3.30 to 4.30 p .m. 91
Mrs. Nathan Sears,
Susan Hall, . . . .
Sat., 2 to 4 p .m. 
Sat., 2 to 4 p .m.
92
Mrs. Lydia J. Cole, Sat., 9 to 11 a .m., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Tue. and Thu., 3 
to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.
93
"Vera H. Warner, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 3 to  6, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., until 
9 P.M.
94
Elizabeth F. Heard, . Wed., Sat., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 95
Mrs. Mary L. Ham blett, Sat., 9 a .m. to 5 p .m. 96
Margaret D. Crawford, Mon., Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 6 p .m. 97
Mrs. Lizzie A. Swallow, Wed., 2 to 3.15 p .m.; Sat., 7 to 8.30 p .m. 98
Sara B. Higgins, . . . . Tue., Thu., Sat., 3 to 6, 7.30 to 9 p .m. 99
Lucy L. Siddall, . . . . Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat., 3 to 8 p .m. 100
Mary R. McIntosh, Wed., 4 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m. 101
Mrs. Sarah B. Clark, . Wed., Sat., 1.30 to 5, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 102
Dorcas C. Miller, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 103
Mary L. Lamprey, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 104
Eunice C. Ripley, Wed., Sat., 2 to 4.30, 6 to 8 p .m.; Mon. also during sum­
mer months.
105
Hilda Brusie, . . . .  
Miss Millard, . . . .  
Mrs. George W. Smith,
Sat., 1.30 to 3.30 p .m.; Wed., 1.30 p .m . during boarding 
season.
106
Ada L. Harwood, Sat., 2.30 to 5, 6.45 to 8.30 p .m. 107
Mrs. W. G. Walkup, . 
Chas. E. Gilbert,
Thu., 7 to 9 p .m. 
Wed., 7 to 9 p .m.
108
3 Four delivery stations. 4 Five delivery stations.
62 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES [Jan.
F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s , C h a i r m a n  o f  T r u s t e e s ,
L ib r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
109 Essex: T . 0 .  H. P. Burnham  Public 
Library.
1,621 SI,242,421 A. D . Story,
110 E verett: Frederick E . Parlin Memo­
rial Library.
33,484 29,687,800 Rev. G. G. Hamilton,
111 East Everett: Shute Memorial Li­
brary.
*" - Solomon Shute,
112 Fairhaven: Millicent Library, 5,122 3,887,090 H. H . Rogers, .
113 Fall River Public L ibrary ,1 119,295 97,886,062 Leontine Lincoln,
114 Falm outh Free Public L ibrary ,2 3,144 11,796,757 E . P . Beebe,
115 West Falm outh, . . . . - - -
116 Woods Hole Public Library, - - W. O. Luscomb,
117 Fitchburg Public Library, . 37,826 33,232,619 H. A. Willis, .
118 Florida Free Public Library, 395 207,490 G. N . Thatcher,
119 Foxborough: Boyden Library, 3,863 2,582,600 G. M. Barron, .
120 Framingham Town L ibrary ,3 
S o u th  F r a m in g h a m  B r a n c h ,
12,948 14,374,990 Rev. L. R. Eastman,
121 Franklin  Library, . . . . 5,641 4,433,500 A. W. Pierce,
122 Freetown: Guilford H . H athaway 
Library.
1,471 994,640 G. B. Cud worth,
123 E ast Freetown Circulating Library, - - R. A. Allen,
124 Gardner: Levi Hey wood Memorial 
L ibrary .2
14,659 10,014,080 J . D. Edgell, .
125 Gay Head Public Library, . 162 44,036 C. W. R yan, .
126 Georgetown: Peabody Library, . 1,958 1,245,032 J . F . Jackson, .
127 Gill Free Public Library,
R iv e r s id e  B r a n c h ,  . . . .
942 494,961 F . D . Jones,
128 Gloucester: Sawyer Free Library, 24,398 24,839,057 Allan Rogers, .
129 Magnolia Library Association, . - - C. W. Jones,
130 Goshen Free Public Library, 279 208,529 H. S. Sutherland,
131 Gosnold Free Public Library, 152 724,540 J. W. Tilton, .
132 Grafton Public L ib rary ,1 
S a u n d e r s v i l l e  B r a n c h ,
5,705 2,920,540 Rev. S. A. Harlow, .
133 Granby Free Public Library, 761 570,760 R. G. Bell,
134 Granville Public Library, . 
G r a n v i l le  C e n te r  B r a n c h ,  . 
W e s t  G r a n v i l le  B r a n c h ,
781 590,621 Mrs. Orville Carpenter, .
135 Great Barrington Free Library, . 5,926 6,342,110 A. C. Collins, .
136 Housatonic: Ramsdell Public Li­
brary.
- - T. E . Ramsdell,
137 Greenfield Public L ibrary ,4 10,427 10,810,835 C. W. Merriam,
138 Greenwich Public L ibrary ,4 452 254,630 W. S. Douglas, .
139 Groton Public L ibrary ,4 2,155 4,112,979 H. K . Richards,
1 Three delivery stations. 2 Two delivery stations.
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Ethelyn B. Story, Wed., Sat., 2 to 4.30, 7 to 9 p .m. 109
Ellen L. Johnson, Oct. 1 to June 1, daily, 10 a .m. to 9 p .m.; June 1 to Oct. 1, 
Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m.
110
Mildred R. Holt, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Tue., Thu., Sat., 6 to 
9 p .m.; June 1 to Oct. 1, closes a t 8 p .m.
111
Galen W. H ill.................................. Daily, 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 112
George W. Rankin, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 113
Pamelia F . Robbins, . Tue., Thu., Sat., 3 'to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 114
Albert S. Bowerman, . - 115
Edna E . Wells, . . . . June 15 to Sept. 15, Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sept. 15 to 
June 15, Sat., 7 to 8 p .m.
116
George E . Nutting, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m . to 9 p .m.; 1.30 to 5 p .m. 117
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Whitcomb, Every day in the week. 118
Mary D. Torrey, Mon., Tue., 6 to 9 p .m.; Thu., Fri., 1 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m.; 
Sat., 1 to 9 p .m.
119
Emma L. Clark, Daily, except Sun., 2.30 to 9.30 p .m. 120
Elinor C. Oaks, . . . . -
Mrs. Ella G. Campbell, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5.30, 7 to 9 p .m. 121
Helen W. Winslow, Tue., T hu., Sat., 7 a .m. to 7.45 p .m. 122
Elizabeth W. Lawrence, Daily, 8.30 a .m. to 8 p .m. 123
Lillian J. Callahan, Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 6 p .m.; Wed., 
Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.
124
Manetta Vanderhoop, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 3 p .m. 125
Lois P. Noyes, . . . . Wed., Sat., 2 to 6, 6.30 to 8 p .m . 126
Mrs. J. J. Wrisley, Wed., Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8 p .m. 127
Frank D. Jones, . . . . Tue., Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8 p .m.
Rachel S. Webber, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 128
Mrs. C. C. Sargent, Summer, daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 12 m.; winter, Sat., 
2.30 to 5 p .m.
129
John J. Nicholson, Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sun., 12 m. to 1 p .m.; Ju ly  and Aug., 
Wed., 2 to 5 p .m .
130
Florence V. Tilton, Tue. and Fri., 2 to 3 p .m. 131
Lucy W. Biscoe, . . . . Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 6, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m .; 
opens a t 1.30 p .m. when high school is in session.
132
Anna M. H art ness, -
Cora H. Kellogg, Wed., 7 to 8.30 p .m.; Fri., 2 to 3.30 p .m. 133
Mable H. Root, . . . . Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 134
Herbert E. Winchell, . -
Joseph Welch, . . . . -
Emma W. Sheldon, Daily, except Sun., 10 a.m. to 1 p .m.; 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 135
Lydia A. Fuller, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 136
May Ashley, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m . to 9 p .m. 137
Helen I. Nevins, Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m. 138
Emma F. Blood, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Mon., Sat., 9 a .m. to 
12 m.; Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.
139
* Five delivery stations. * One delivery station.
64 FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES [Jan.
F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s , C h a i r m a n  o p  T r u s t e e s ,
L i b r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
140 Groveland Public Library, . 2,253 $1,216,595 Dr. L. A. Woodbury,
141 South Groveland: Hale Library, - - A. D . Veasey, .
142 Hadley: Goodwin Memorial Free Li- 1,999 1,743,841 O . W. Prouty, .
brary.
N o r th  H a d le y  B r a n c h , - - -
143 Halifax: Holmes Public Library, 550 650,246 P. P . Thompson,
144 H am ilton Free Public Library, . 1,749 4,686,430 F. C. Norton, .
S o u th  H a m i l t o n  B r a n c h , . - - -
145 Asbury Grove: Bates Memorial Li- - - -
146
brary.
Hampden Free Public Library, . 645 424,575 E tta  C. Beebe, .
147 Hancock Public Library, 465 388,534 Mrs. W. K . Hadselle,
148 Hanover: John Curtis Free L ibrary ,1 . 2,326 1,595,220 M. A. Phillips, .
149 Hanson Free Public Library, 1,854 1,378,290 Evie W. Drew, .
H i g h  S tr e e t  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
M a q u a n  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
N e w  S ta te  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
S o u th  H a n s o n  B r a n c h , - - -
150 Hardwick: Paige Memorial Library, . 3,524 3,002,180 Wm. Robinson,
151 Gilbertville Public Library, - - C. A. Ward,
152 Harvard Public Library, 1,034 1,701,334 W. H . Fairbank,
153 Harwich: Brooks Free Library, . 2,115 1,487,644 A. L. Jones,
154 West Harwich: Chase Library, - - J. P. Edwards, .
155 Hatfield Public L ibrary ,2 . 1,986 1,636,230 Rev. I. A. Flint,
156 Haverhill Public Library, . 44,115 36,506,470 E . H. Moulton, mayor, .
A y e r  V i l la g e  B r a n c h , - - -
B r a d fo r d  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
R o c k  V i l la g e  B r a n c h , - - ■
W a s h in g to n  S q u a r e  B r a n c h , - - -
157 Hawley Public Library, 424 197,968 I. C. Vincent, .
B o z r a h  B r a n c h , ..................................... - - “
E a s t  H a w le y  B r a n c h , - - -  —
W e s t  H a w le y  B r a n c h , - - -
158 H eath Free Public Library, 346 203,477 Frank Burrington, .
159 Hingham Public Library, . 4,965 7,790,925 J . O . Sanborn, .
160 Hinsdale Public Library Association, . 1,116 618,703 G. T. P lunkett,
161 Holbrook Public Library, . 2,816 1,598,007 W. B. Em ery, .
162 Holden: Gale Free Library, 2,147 1,781,958 W. E . Austin, .
_____________________ ------------------------------------- ------- :
i Five delivery stations.
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Helena M. Nickerson, Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 9 r.M. 140
Edward L. Sides, Fri., 7 to 10 p .m. 141
George C. Marsh, Wed., 7.15 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 2.15 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 142
0 . W. Prouty, . . . . -
James T. Thomas, Daily, except Sun., 12 m . to 8 p .m. 143
Mrs. Grace C. Stone, . Wed., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 4, 7 to 9 p .m. 144
Horace E. Andrews, . -
Miss Johnson, . . . . Summers only. 145
Mrs. John Q. Adams, . Sat., 3.30 to 8.30 p .m. 146
Mrs. W. K. Hadselle, . Sat., 3 to 5 p .m . 147
Bessie M. Sproul, Wed. and Sat., 2.30 to 5.30, 6 to 8 p .m. 148
Mary J. Drew, . . . . Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 7 p .m.; Tue., 3 to 5 p .m. 149
Mrs. Emma Severance, Any time.
Lucy L. Bryant, Sat., 2 to 5 p .m.
Mrs. Annie L. Shute, . Sat., 3 to 5 p .m.
Mrs. Abbie F . Phillips, Sat., 3 to 5 p .m.
Nettie C. Bridges, Tue., Thu., 2 to 4.30 p .m .; Sat. eve. 150
Andrew Bacher, . . . . Tue., Fri., 3 to 5.30, 7 to 8.30 p .m. 151
Helen L. Barnard, Wed., Sat., 2 to 8 p .m. 152
Lulu B. Tobey, . . . . Sat., 1.30 to 5.30 p .m . 153
Mrs. Ruth M. Nickerson, . Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m . 154
Chester M. Barton, Wed., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 155
John G. Moulton, Daily, except Sunday, 9 a .m . to 9 p .m .; Sun., 2 to 6 p .m. 156
Edwin M. Haseltine, . -
Annie F. Sawyer, -
Mrs. Edwin Wilton, -
Elma J. Hussey, -
Albert F. Sears, . . . . Every other Wed., 2 to 3 p .m. 157
Mrs. A. W. Brown, -
Julia E. Harmon, -
Mrs. I. C. Vincent, -
Henry K. Smith, Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 158
Albert L. Stephenson, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6, 7 to 8 p .m. 159
Mrs. Lovell, . . . . Wed., 2 to 4 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 7 p .m. 160
Zenas A. French, Daily, except Sun., 3.30 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 161
Mrs. Addie M. Holden, Tue., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Thu., 7 to 9 p .m.; Fri., 
2 to 5 p .m.
162
2 Three delivery stations.
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L ib r a r ie s .
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
163 Holland Free Public Library, 145 §110,659 Wm. Horton,
164 Holliston Public Library, . 2,711 1,968,587 F . S. Teele,
165 Holyoke Public L ibrary ,1 . 57,730 57,530,906 J. H . Newton, .
166 Hopedale: Bancroft Memorial Library, 2,188 5,913,632 Anna M. Bancroft, .
S o u th  H o-peda le  B r a n c h , - - -
167 H opkinton Public Library, . 2,452 1,756,502 L. L. Woolson, .
168 Hubbardston Free Public Library, 1,073 768,695 H . W. Howe,
169 Hudson Public Library, 6,743 4,046,570 George E . Greeley, .
170 Hull Public L ibrary................................. 2,103 7,598,083 Mrs. Mary E . Cleverley, .
171 H untington Free Public Library, 1,473 662,780 Edward Pease, .
K n ig h ts v i l l e  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
N o r w ic h  H i l l  B r a n c h , - - -
172 Ipswich Free Public Library, 5,777 5,737,792 T. H . Lord,
173 Kingston: Frederic C. Adams Public 
Library.
2,445 1,650,460 F. R . Adams, .
174 Lakeville Free Public Library, . 1,141 1,065,200 Mrs. A. J. Pierce,
N o r th  L a k e v i l le  B r a n c h , - - -
S o u th  L a k e v i l le  B r a n c h , - - -
175 Lancaster Town Library, 2,464 5,351,421 J . E . Thayer, .
176 Lanesborough Town Library, 947 619,073 E . M. Whiting, .
177 Lawrence Free Public L ibrary ,2 . 85,892 75,449,814 Hon. M . A. Scanlon, .
S o u th  L a w r e n c e  B r a n c h , - - -
178 Lee Library Association, 4,106 2,408,632 D. M . Wilcox, .
179 Leicester Free Public Library, 3,237 2,431,015 D r. F . H . Gifford, .
C h e r r y  V a l le y  B r a n c h , - - -
G re e n v il le :  C o p e la n d  M e m o r ia l  L i ­
b r a r y .
- - -
R o c h d a le  B r a n c h ,  . . . . “ “ “
180 Lenox Library Association, . 3,060 7,831,883 J . E. Parsons, .
181 Lenoxdale Reading Room, - - -
182 Leominster Public Library, 17,580 13,182,680 Ham ilton Mayo,
183 Leverett Free Public Library, 728 343,793 Mrs. F . N. Bourne, .
H il ls b o r o u g h  B r a n c h , - - -
M o o re 's  C o rn e r  B r a n c h , - - -
N o r th  L e v e re tt  B r a n c h , - - -
184 Lexington: Cary Memorial Library, . 4,918 8,106,015 R ev. J. M . Wilson, .
E a s t  L e x in g to n  B r a n c h , - - -
185 Leyden Free Public Library, 363 197,074 F . R. Foster,
1 One delivery station.
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Delia M. Blodgett, T hu., 4 to 5 p .m. 163
Blanche E. Partridge, Wed., Sht., 3 to 9 p .m. 164
Frank G. Willcox, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 165
Harriet B. Sornborger, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5.30, 6.45 to 9 p .m. 166
Mrs. A. F . W. Smith, . 
Caroline M. Wilbur, . Mon., Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m. 167
Lucy H. Grimes, Wed., 6 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 168
Mrs. Grace M. Whittemore, Mon., Wed., Thu., 2 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 169
Mrs. Isadore Vogel, Fri., 2.30 to 4.30 p .m. 170
Grace Tourtellette,. . Wed., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 171
Clarence E . Bates,
Mrs. Walter Hendrick, 
Mrs. Mary B. Maine, . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Tue., Fri., 10 a .m. to 172
Mrs. Jennie F. McLauthlen,
12 m.; Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.
Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m.; Sun., 4 to 173
Hannah K. Nelson, .
8 P.M.
Wed., Sat., 2 to 4 p .m. 174
Mrs. Godfrey Robinson, 
Mrs. Alton Hoard, 
Virginia M. Keyes, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5 p .m.; Mon., Wed., Sat., 7 to 175
Jeanette E. Waterman,
9 P.M.
Thu., 3 to 8 p .m. 176
William A. Walsh, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 177
Margaret T. Sheeny, .
Mary Stallman, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5 p .m.; Mon., Wed., Thu., 7 to 178
Annise B. Kane,
8 p .m.; Sat., 7 to 9.30 p .m .
Daily, except Sun., 1.30 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 179
Hattie Crimmins,
Rev. Henry Schwab, .
Mrs. Arthur Woodhead,
Anna L. White, . . . . Daily, except Sun., May 15 to Nov. 15, 10 a .m. to 9 p .m.; 180
Mrs. R. C. Cassaboam,
Nov. 15 to May 15, 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.
181
Florence E. Wheeler, . Daily, 9 a .m. to 9 p .m., except Sun. 182
Mrs. M. H. Rowland, . Tue., 7 to 8 p .m .; F ri., 3 to 5.45 p .m. 183
Mrs. Sarah M. Bullock, 
Mrs. F. N. Bourne,
Mrs. E. A. Bedurtha, . 
Marian P. Kirkland, .
Wed., 6 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 4 p .m.
Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 184
Emma 0 . Nichols,
Mrs. Helen Hooper, . Sat., 4 to 8 p .m. 185
2 Three delivery stations.
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1910.
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186 Lincoln Public L ibrary ,1 1,175 $4,039,382 C. F . Adams, .
187 Littleton: Reuben Hoar Library, 1,229 1,169,193 Rev. H. L. Packard,
188 Longmeadow : Richard Salter Storrs 1,084 2,133,915 W. B. Medlicott,
189
L ibrary .
Lowell: C ity Library, . . . . 106,294 84,694,648 J. E. O’Donnell,
190 Ludlow: H ubbard Memorial Library, 4,948 4,287,204 A. L. Bennett, .
191 Lunenburg: R itter Memorial Library, 1,393 1,336,328 John Wooldredge,
192 Lynn Public Library, . . . . 89,336 81,529,354 W. O. Faulkner,
193 Lynnfield Public Library, . 911 1,199,311 G. O. Giddings,
B r o a d w a y  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
194 Malden Public L ibrary ,2 44,404 40,381,696 Dr. Godfrey Ryder, .
195 Manchester Public Library, 2,673 16,054,239 R. C. Lincoln, .
196 Mansfield Public Library, . 5,183 4,180,446 W. L. Robinson,
197 Marblehead: Abbot Public Library, 7,338 10,198,916 W. D. T . Trefry,
198 Marion Library Association, 1,460 5,163,660 D. M. Dunstan,
199 Marlborough Public L ibrary ,1 14,909 10,696,549 E. L. Bigelow, .
200 Marshfield: Ventress Free L ibrary ,3 . 1,738 2,661,386 A. T. Sprague, .
201 Marshfield Hills: Clift Rodgers Free - - L. S. Richards, .
202
Library.
Mashpee Free Public Library, 270 247,250 Harvey Sanford,
S o u th  M a sh p e e  B r a n c h , - - -
203 M attapoisett Free Public Library, 1,233 1,996,562 I. P . Atsett,
204 M aynard Public Library, 6,390 4,080,102 J. E. Hannon, .
205 Medfield Public Library, 3,466 1,690,824 S. J. Spear,
206 Medford Public L ibrary ,4 23,150 26,934,750 Rev. H . C. DeLong,
S a m u e l  C ro c k e r  L a w r e n c e  A n n e x , - "
207 Medway: West Medway Public Li- 2,696 1,716,265 C. M. Smith,
208
brary.
Dean Library Association, - - C. P . Harding, .
209 Melrose Public Library, 15,715 17,422,800
E . M. Munyan,
210 Mendon: T aft Public L ibrary ,1 . 880 688,590 E . F. Blood,
211 Merrimac Public Library, . 2,202 6,690 T . H . Hoyt, .
212 Methuen: Nevins Memorial Library, . 11,418 7,986,595 Mrs. H . F . Nevins, .
213 Middleborough Public Library, . 8,214 4,849,792
W. H. Southworth, .
214 Middlefield Public Library, 354 227,829
K ate W. S m ith ,.
215 Middleton: F lin t Public Library, 1,129 886,489 G. B. Howe,
216 Milford Town Library, 13,055 9,886,558 N. W. H eath, .
217 Millbury Public Library, . 4,740 2,983,532 A. L . G authier, .
218 Millis Public L ibrary ................................. 1,399 1,347,735 H. N. Thorne, .
1 One delivery station. 2 Nine delivery stations.
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Lydia J. Chapin, Wed., Sat., 3 to 9 p .m. 186
Cora W. Davis, . . . . Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Wed., 1.30 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 187
Mrs. H. B. Emens, Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Wred., 3 to 5 p .m. 188
Frederick A. Chase, . Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m.; Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 189
Edith H. Crowninshield, . Daily, except Sun., 7 to 9 p .m.; Mon., 3 to 6 p .m.; W'ed., 
Sat., 2 to 6 p .m.
190
L. Frances Jones, Mon., 3 to 5 p .m.; Wed., Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 191
Harriet L. Matthews, . Daily, 9 a .m. to 9 p .m., except Sun. 192
Elizabeth W. Green, .
Mrs. Cora Pike, . . . .
Wed., 2.30 to 5.30, 6 to 9 p .m. 193
Herbert W. Fison, Daily, 10 a .m. to 9 p .m., except Sun. 194
Jennie C. Sargent, May 1 to Nov. 1, daily, except Sun., 2 to 5 p .m.; Mon., 
9 to 10.30 a .m.; Sat., 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; N ov . 1 to May 1, 
2 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.
195
Ida F. Hodges, . . . . Mon., Tue., T hu., Fri., 6 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m. 196
Mrs. Sarah E. Gregory, Tue., Wed., Fri., Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m. 197
Alice A. Ryder, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 3 to 9 p .m. 198
Sarah E. Cotting, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 12 m., 1 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 199
Josephine A. Baker, . Tue., 9 a .m. to 12 m ., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Fri., 9 a .m . to 
12 m., 2 to 5 p .m.
200
Eva Lockhart, . . . . Wred., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m. 201
Clara N. Collins, 
Mrs. Adeline Mills,
Sat., 7 to 9 p .m . 202
Clara F. Sherman, Daily, except Sun., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 2.30 to 4.30 p .m. 203
Mrs. Sarah F . Nyman, Wed., 2 to 9 p .m .; Sat., 1 to 9 p .m. 204
Lucretia M. Johnson, . Tue., Thu. and Sat., 6 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 4 p .m. 205
Abby L. Sargent, Mon., Tue., Wed., 9 a .m. to 6 p .m.; T hu ., Fri., Sat., 
9 a.m. to 9 p .m.
206
Mrs. Anna Fales, Wed. and Sat., 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 3.30 to 5.30 p .m. 207
Mrs. Bertha C. H unt, Wed., 3.30 to 4.30 p .m.; Sat., 3.30 to 4.30, 7 to 8.30 p .m. 208
Carrie M. Worthen, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 209
Mrs. Lena W. George, Fri., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8 p .m. 210
Susanna I. Sayre, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 211
Harriet L. Crosby, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m . 212
Mary M. E ddy, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m. 213
Mrs. Gertrude Pease, . Sun., 12 m. to 1.15 p .m.; Wed. and Sat., in Ju ly  and Aug., 
3 to 5 p .m.
214
Lillian P. Fletcher, Tue., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.; Ju ly  and Aug., 
Wed. and Fri., 7 to 9 p .m.
215
Nathaniel F. Blake, . Wed., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m.; Mon., Tue., Wed., Fri., 7 to 9 
p .m.; Sat., 6 to 9 p .m.
216
Carolyn C. Waters, Daily, except Sun. and Mon., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8 p .m. 217
Laura W. Smith, Wed., 3 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 9 p .m. 218
3 Six delivery stations. 4 Twelve delivery stations.
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219 Milton Public Library, 7,924 $27,359,789 N. T . K idder, .
E a s t  M i l to n  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
M a tta p a n  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
R u s s e l l  R e a d in g  R o o m , - - - -
220 Monroe Free Public Library, 246 173,269 Mrs. E d ith  L. P. Ramage,
R e a d sb o ro u g h  B r a n c h , - - - -
221 Monson Free Library, . . . . 4,758 1,919,430 G. E . Fuller, .
222 Montague Town Library, 6,866 4,455,221 W. H. P . Gilmore,
223 Montague City: Library Hall, . - - - -
224 Turner’s Falls: Carnegie Public Li- - - W. H . P. Gilmore,
225
brary.
Monterey Free Library, 388 344,103 Mrs. Joseph Johnson,
226 Montgomery Free Public Library, 217 152,367 M. E . Camp,
227 Mount Washington Free Library, 110 111,810 H. F. Keith, .
228 N ahant Public Library, 1,184 9,184,295 F. A. Wilson,
229 N antucket Athenieum, 2,962 4,245,990 Wendell Macy, .
230 N atick: Morse Institu te  Library, 9,866 8,697,675 H . C. Mulligan,
231 South N atick: Bacon Free Library, - - Dr. C. E . Hills,
232 Needham Free Public L ibrary ,1 . 6,062 7,316,185 G. K . Clarke, ,
N e e d h a m  H e ig h ts  B r a n c h ,  . - - -
233 New Ashford Free Public Library, 92 56,480 Josephine Jorden,
234 New Bedford Free Public L ibrary ,s . 96,652 101,562,334 C. S. Ashley,
N o r th  B r a n c h , ..................................... - - - “
S o u t h  B r a n c h , ..................................... - - -
W e s t  B r a n c h ,  . . . . . - - -
235 New Braintree Free Public Library, . 464 403,445 G. K . Tufts, .
236 New Marlborough Free Library, 1,124 800,860 - _
C la y to n  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - “
H a r ts v i l le  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - "
M i l l  R iv e r  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - -
S o u th f ie ld  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - ~
237 Southfield: Seymour Library Asso- - - Mrs. Charles Arverson, .
238
ciation.
New Salem Free Public Library, 639 371,810 Eugene Bullard,
M il l i n g to n  B r a n c h .................................... - - - “
N o r th  N e w  S a l e m  B r a n c h , - - - -
239 Newburyport Public Library, 14,949 12,835,482 R. E . Burke,
240 South E nd Reading Room Associ­
ation. " "
G. H . Welch, .
i One delivery station.
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Gertrude E. Forrest, . 
Josephine M. Babcock, 
Marjorie Talbot,
Jane W. Kennedy,
Wed., Sat., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m.; other week days, 9 a .m. to 
6 p .m.; Sun., Nov. to May, 2 to 6 p .m .
219
Mrs. James Ellis, . . .  
Addie Gordon, . . . .
Daily a t all hours. 220
Nellie F. Squier, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m . to 12 m ., 2 to 5,6 to8.30p.M. 221
Kate A. Armstrong, . Mon., 3 to 5 p .m.; Wred., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m. 222
Ella M. Hazelton, Thu., 3 to 6, 7 to 8 p .m. 223
Louise S. Partenhemer, Daily, except Sun., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sun., 3 to 6 p .m.; Tue., 
Thu., Sat., 2 to 6 p .m.
224
Harvey B. Bogart, Sat., 4 to 8 p .m. 225
Mrs. David L. AUyn, . Daily, except Sun., 7 a .m. to 10 p .m. 226
- - 227
May W. Perkins, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 1 p .m., 2 to 5 p .m.; Tue., 
Thu., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.; Oct. 1 to June 1, daily, except 
Sun., 2 to 5 p .m.; Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m.
228
Clara Parker, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 6.30 to 9.30 p .m.; 
Oct. 1 to June 20, daily, Fri. and Sun. excepted, 2 to 
5 p .m.; Sat., 6.30 to 9 p .m.
229
Mira R. Partridge, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m., except Ju ly  and 
Aug., when closes a t 8 p .m.; Sat., a t 9 p .m.
230
Mrs. Adelaide Williams, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5.30, 7 to 8.30 p .m. 231
Esther C. Johnson, 
Caroline Wralton,
Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.
Mon., Wed., 7 to 9 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.
232
Mrs. William Baker, . Every morning and evening. 233
George H. Tripp,
William Brown, . . . .  
John Wilkinson, . . . .  
Mary E. Brown..............................
Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 9 p .m.; holidaj^s, 1 to 6, 
7 to 9 p .m.
_
234
Carrie F. Bush, . . . . Sat., 2 to 4 p .m. 235
Lura A. Doncaster,
Mrs. Flora M cIntyre, .
Julia Lawrence, . . . .  
Wesley R. Fields,
Kate L. Baldwin,
One day each week, days differing in the several branches. 236
Kate L. Baldwin, Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 237
Florence I. Cogswell, . 
Mrs. E. D. Andrews, .
Apr. to Nov., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m . ;  Nov. to Apr., Sat., 2 to 
4 P.M.
238
John D. Parsons, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 8 p .m. 239
Mrs. Sara A. H. Little, - 240
2 Three delivery stations.
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241 Newton Free Library, . . . . 39,806 $79,363,445 F. H. Howes,
A u b u r n d a le  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
N e w to n  C e n te r  B r a n c h , - - -
N e w to n  H ig h la n d s  B r a n c h , - - -
N e w to n  U p p e r  F a l ls  B r a n c h , - - -
T h o m p s o n v i l l e  B r a n c h , - - -
IFfsf N e w to n  B r a n c h , _ - -
242 Norfolk Public Library, 960 1,046,100 -
243 N orth Adams Public Library, 22,019 16,083,088 Annie B. Jackson,
B e a v e r  B r a n c h , ..................................... - - -
B l a c k in to n :  O sc a r  A .  A r c h e r  B r a n c h , - - -
B r a y to n v i l l e  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
H o u g h to n v i l l e  B r a n c h , - - -
244 N orth Andover: Stevens Memorial 5,529 5,529,521 Nathaniel Stevens, .
245
Library.
N orth Attleborough: Richards Memo- 9,562 9,163,844 Rev. G. E. Osgood, .
W. A. Smith,246 N orth Brookfield: Free Public Library 3,075 1,884,808
E. A. Carpenter,247 N orth Reading: F lin t Library, . 1,059 885,254
248 Northam pton Public Library, 19,431 16,310,765 W. P. Strickland,
249 Florence: Lilly Library, . - - W. H. Riley, .
250 Forbes Library, . . . . - - Arthur Watson,
251 Northborough Free Library, 1,713 1,416,640 Rev. C. J. Kent,
252 Northbridge: Whitinsville Social Li- 8,807 5,215,755 S. A. Melclier, .
253
b ra ry .1
Northfield: Dickinson Memorial Li- 1,642 1,437,722 Dr. N. P. Wood,
W. E. Pay son, .254 Norton Public Library, 2,544 1,504,350
255 Norwell: James Library, 1,410 1,115,951 J . C. Otis, .
256 Norwood: Morrill Memorial Library, 8,014 14,644,020 Dr. L. H. Plimpton,
257 Oak Bluffs Public Library, . 1,084 1,888,650 E . G. Eldridge,
258 Oakham: Fobes Memorial Library,* . 552 380,799 H. C. Fobes,
259 Orange Public Library, 5,282 4,132,360 E .M . Buell,
N o r th  O r a n g e  B r a n c h , - - -
260 Orleans: Snow Library, 1,077 1,913,327 D. L. Young,
261 Otis Free Public Library, . 494 259,383 J. E . Merritt,
262 Oxford Free Public Library, 3,361 2,051,448 Rev. Albert Tyler,
N o r th  O x fo r d  B r a n c h , - - -
263 Palm er: Young Men’s Library Asso- 8,610 4,S35,190 C. L. Waid, . •
ciation.
264 Paxton Free Public Library, 416 383,388 C. E . Hosmer, .
1 One delivery station.
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Elizabeth P. Thurston,
Annie E. Bunker,
Julia C. Henshaw,
Mabel A. Singleton, .
Nasra Odeh, . . . .  
Elizabeth L. Horsfall,
Katherine A. Hodgdon,
Daily, except Sun., 8 a.m. to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 241
Walter L. Sykes, Fri., 6 to 8 p .m.; Wed., 3.15 to 4.15 p .m. 242
Mabel Temple, . . . .  
Mrs. E. H. Walsh,
James McHugo, . . . .  
Mrs. Ella I. Lillie,
Janet M. Henderson, .
Daily, except Sun., 10 a.m. to 9 p .m . 243
Elizabeth M. Pond, Daily, except Sun., 7 to 9 p .m.; Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat., 
2 to 5 p .m.
244
Ada M. Perry, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 245
Nellie L. Smith, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 246
Addie W. Go wing, Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 247
Sarah D. Kellogg, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 248
Matilda P. Schwarz, . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 249
Joseph L. Harrison, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m. 250
M. Evelyn Potter, Mon., Wed., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 
to 9 p .m.
251
Mary W. Clarke, Mon., 3 to 8 p .m.; Wed., 3 to 6.30 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 6 p .m. 252
Mrs. Clarence A. Randall, . Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 253
Emily A. Titus, . . . . Mon., 7 to 9 p .m.; Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 
7 to 9 p .m.
254
Marion G. Merritt, Mon., Sat., 6 to 8 p .m.; Wed., 3 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m. 255
Jane A. Hewett, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 1 to 9 p .m. 256
Mrs. Mae C. Gorham, July  and Aug., daily, except Sun., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m .; 
rest of year, Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m.
257
Frank E. Davis, . . . . Tue., Fri., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m. 258
N. Gertrude Hendrickson, 
Mrs. Sarah E. Rich, .
Daily, except Sun., 3 to 8 p .m. 259
Mary S. Cummings, . Wed., Sat., 1 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m. 260
Mrs. Gertie Cotton, Summer, Wed., Sat., 2 to 8 p .m.; winter, Sat., 2 to 8 p .m. 261
Mrs. Clara A. Fuller, . 
Nellie M. Tolman,
Tue., Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m . 262
Clifton E. Hobson, librarian and 
superintendent of schools; May 
E. Robinson, assistant.
Daily, except Sun., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m . 263
Rena Robinson, . . . . Sat., 3.30 to 5, 7 to 8 p .m. 264
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
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L i b r a r i e s . j
Pop­
ulation,
1910.
Valuation,
1912. Chairman of Trustees.
265 Peabody Institu te  Library, . 15,721 §12,572,650 F. W. Bushby, .
266 Eben Dale Sutton Reference Library, - - F . W. Bushby, .
267 Pelham Free Public L ibrary ,1 467 371,154 M. Louise Brewer,
268 Pembroke Free Library, 1,336 976,345 Miss M. A. Oldham,
269 Bryantville: Cobb Library, - - D r. O. W. Charles, .
270 Pepperell: Lawrence Library, 2,593 2,268,618 Waldo Spaulding,
271 Peru Free Public Library, . 237 145,435 F .B .  Barden, .
272 Petersham Memorial Library, 757 1,105,180 J . W. Brooks,
273 Phillipston: Phillips Free Public Li- 426 286,955 E .W . Smith, .
274 Pittsfield: Berkshire Athenaeum, 32,121 33,983,555 J . F . A. Adams,
275 Plainfield Public Library, . 406 194,164 C. N. Dyer, . . .
276 Plainville Public Library, . 1,385 858,554 F. W. Northup,
277 Plym outh Public Library, . 12,141 12,217,082 Wm. Hedge,
278 N orth Plym outh: Loring Reading - - -
279
Room.
Plym pton Free Public Library, . 561 415,903 John Sherman, .
280 Prescott Free Library,
E a s t  B r a n c h , .....................................
G ra n g e  H a l l .............................................
S o u t h  B r a n c h , .....................................
320 204,456 W. F. Wendemuth, .
281 Princeton Public Library, . 818 1,420,516 M. C. Goodnow,
282 Provincetown Public Library, 4,369 2,288,517 M. N . Gifford, .
283 Quincy: Thomas Crane Public Li- 
brary.
W e s t Q u in c y  R e a d in g  R o o m ,
32,642 35,401,020 C. R. Safford, .
284 Randolph: Turner Free Library, 4,301 2,731,000 J . V. Beal,
285 Raynham  Public Library, . 1,725 886,123 W. S. Leach,
286 Reading Public Library, 5,818 6,546,867 H. G. Wadlin, .
287 Rehoboth: Blanding Library, 2,001 964,489 E . L. Goff, . • •
288 Revere Public L ibrary , 1 18,219 19,800,260 N. Hoisington, .
289 Richmond Free Public Library, . 650 623,743 W. M. Crane,
290 Rochester Free Public Library, . 
N o r th  R o c h e s te r  B r a n c h , .
1,090 949,801 Miss M. L. Holmes, .
291 Rockland Memorial Library, 6,928 4,827,630 Edwin Mulready,
292 Rockport Public Library, . 4,211 3,782,480 Dr. A. M. Tupper, .
293 Pigeon Cove Library, - - Dr. A. M. Tupper, .
294 Rowe Town Library................................ 456 211,624 Rev. Margaret S. Barnard,
295 Rowley Free Public Library, 1,368 2,422,011 Milton Ellsworth,
i One delivery station.
1913.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT — No. 44.
Librarians, etc., 1912-13 — C o n tin u e d .
Name of Librarian. Days and Hours Open for Circulation.
Lyman P. Osborn, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 265
Frances M. Carroll, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6 p .m.; Wed., 7 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 
to 9 p .m.
266
Mary A. Keith, . . . . Sat., 2 to 4 p .m . 267
Ellen F. Cox, . . . . Tub., 2 to 4 p .m.; Sat., 2.30 to 8 p .m. 268
Mrs. Julia W. Morton, Tue., Thu., Sat., 3 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m. 269
Helen M. Wiley, . . . . Mon., Wed., T hu., Sat., 9 a.m. to 12 m., 2 to 5 p .m.; 
Wed., Sat., 6.30 to 9 p .m.
270
Josephine J. D . Barden, Sun., 12 m . to 2 p .m. 271
Fannie G. Prince, June 1 to Oct. 1, Mon., Wed., Sat., 3 to 5, 6.30 to 8 p .m. 272
Mrs. Flora V. Danforth, Sat., 1.30 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m. 273
Harlan H. Ballard, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m. to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m. 274
Martha E. Smith, Sat., 2 to 8 p .m. 275
James H. Shannon, - 276
Nellie E. Thomas, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 9 p .m. 277
Maud B. Colcord, Daily, except Sun., 12 m. to 9 p .m.; Sun. and holidays, 
2 to 9 p .m. 278
Helen S. Robbins, Sat., 2.30 to 8.30 p .m. 279
Mildred G. Field,
Mrs. L. Flora Brown, .
Howard Shaw, . . . .  
Helen Taylor, . . . .
Sat., 1 to 4 p .m . ;  also on town meeting and State elec­
tion days.
280
Susan A. Davis, . . . . Sept. 15 to Ju ly  1, Tue., 3 to 5 p .m . ;  Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 
p .m.; Ju ly  1 to Sept. 15,.Tue., 3 to 6 p .m .; T hu., 3 to 
6 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m.
281
Abbie C. Putnam , Mon., Wed., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m.; daily, except Sun., 7 
to 9 P.M.
282
Alice G. White, . . . .  
Belinda E. Wainwright,
Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m . to 8 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m.; 
in summer closes a t 6 p .m.
Daily, 3 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m.; closes a t 6.30 p .m. Fri.
283
Charles C. Farnham , . Mon., Wed., Sat., 3 to 5.30 p .m.; daily, except Sun., 
7 to 9 p .m.
284
Lucy W. Thompson, . Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 285
Bertha L. Brown, Mon., Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m.; Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p .m. 286
Mrs. F. L. Thomas, Sat., 2 to 4 p .m. 287
Harriet T. Fenno, Daily, except Sun., 1.30 to 9 p .m. 288
Mrs. Frank Barnes, Daily, except Sun., 3 to 8 p .m. 289
Mrs. Anne T . Wilbur, 
Miss Bennett,
Sat., 3 to 8 p .m. 290
Angela W. Collins, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 8 p .m. 291
Mabel L. Woodfall, Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m. 292
Martha D. Fretch, Wed., Sat., 9 a .m. to 9 p .m . 293
Mrs. L. T . Jones, Oct. 15 to Apr. 15, library open a t any tim e; Apr. 15 to 
Oct. 15, Wed., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m.
294
James M. Perley, Sat., 2.30 to 5.30, 7 to 9 p .m.; Wed., 7 to 9 p .m. 295
2 Four delivery stations.
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296 Royalston: Phineas S. Newton Li­
brary.
Russell Free Public Library,
793 $696,100 Rev. F . J . Fairbanks,
297 965 998,105 Thos. H. Rogers,
R u s s e l l  M o u n ta in  B r a n c h , - - -
Woronoco Branch, . . . . - - -
298 R utland Free Public Library, 1,743 781,464 W. C. Temple,
299 Salem Public Library, . . . . 43,697 36,641,100 R. D. Adams, .
S o u th  B r a n c h , .................................... - - -
300 Salisbury Public Library, . 1,658 1,339,970 P. H. Moulton, .
301 Sandisfield Public Library, . 566 381,515 H. S. Manley, .
302 Sandwich: Weston Memorial Library,. 1,688 1,184,575 Dr. E. S. Talbot,
E a s t  S a n d w ic h  B r a n c h , - - -
303 Saugus Free Public Library, 8,047 6,343,006 L. G. Hawkes, .
304 Savoy Free Public Library, 503 183,890 Milam Bliss,
305 Scituate: Allen Memorial Library, . 2,482 5,132,004 T. E. Cotton,
306 N orth Scituate : Pierce Memorial Li- - - Silas Pierce,
307 Seekonk Public Library, 2,397 1,589,435 O. H. Carpenter,
Luther’s Corner Branch, . - - -
308 Sharon Public Library, 2,310 3,218,118 J. J. Phillips,
309 Sheffield Free Town Library, 1,817 1,076,340 A. H. Tuttle,
310 Shelburne Public Library, . 1,498 1,297,690 Mrs. A. A. Newhall, .
311 Shelburne Falls: Arms Library, - - M. Z. Woodward,
312 Sherborn Town Library, 1,428 1,611,330 Dr. G. E. Poor,
313 Shirley Public L ibrary ,1 2,139 1,254,941 W. H . Wilbur, .
314 Shrewsbury Free Public Library, 1,946 2,401,257 H. A. Maynard,
315 Shutesbury: M. N. Spear Memorial 267 270,480 M. A. Haskell, .
316
Library.
Somerset Free Public L ib rary ,2 . 2,798 1,582,130 Mrs. Abbie L. Morrill,
317 Somerville Public L ibrary ,1 77,236 69,632,540 Dr. T. M. Durell, .
E a s t  S o m e r v i l l e  B r a n c h , - - -
U n io n  S q u a r e  B r a n c h , - - -
Wes* S o m e r v i l l e  B r a n c h , - - -
318 South Hadley: Gaylord Memorial 4,884 3,157,050 M. J . Moriarty, .
M. J . Moriarty, .319 South Hadley Falls: South Hadley - -
Free Public Library.
870 498,905 F. E . Judd,320 Southampton Public L ibrary,3 .
321 Southborough: Fay Library, 1,745 2,056,563 Rev. A. M. Rock wood,
322 Southbridge Public Library, 12,592 7,103,033 J. A. Whittaker,
323 Southwick Public Library, . 1,020 841,525 B. M. Hastings,
324 Spencer: Richard Sugden Public Li- 6,740 3,647,945 C. H . Allen, .
brary.
i Three delivery stations. 2 One delivery station.
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Mrs. E. M. Mackenzie, Sat.., 1 to 5.30, 7 to 8 r.M.
Mrs. Minnie G. Marcotte, . Wed., 3 to 4.30, 7.30 to 9 r.M.; Sat., 7 to 9 r.M.
Mrs. C. J. Thompson, -
Gertrude Bush, . . . . -
Mrs. Martha L. Prouty, Tue., Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Gardner M. Jones, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.; Sun., 2 to 8 p.m.
Dorothy C. Nunn, -
Alice R. Currier, -
Mrs. Mary L. Wohlgemuth, Sat., 2 to 5 p.m.
Annie A. Rogers, Mon., Wed., Sat., 2.30 to 5.30, 7 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Abbie M. Holway, -
Emma E. Newhall, Mon., Wed., Sat., 1.30 to 6 p.m.; Wed., Sat., 7 to 9 p.m.
Three trustees, . . . . Daily, when trustees are at home, 7 to 9 p.m.
Edith A. Manson, Tue., Thu., Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Mary L. Lee, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.
Alice E. Woodbury,
Mrs. Edna Pauli, . . . .
Sat., 2 to 4 p.m. (Town Hall); Wed., 3 to 6 p.m. (Asso­
ciation Hall).
Isadora N. Paine, Tue., Sat., 6 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Gertrude S. Gleason, . Sat., 3 to 5 p.m.
Mercy A. Anderson, . Thu., Sat., 2.30 to 4.30 p.m.
Charles P. Hall........................ Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p.m.
M. Nellie Clark........................ Wed., 3 to 5 p.m.; Sat., 3 to 5.30, 6.30 to 8.30 p.m.
Grace M. Kilburn, Wed., 3 to 6 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 7 p.m.
Mabel E. Knowlton, . Wed. and Sat., 3 to 9 p.m.
Edith T. Haskell, Sat., 2 to 4 p.m.
Frances M. Rogers, Wed. and Sat., 3.30 to 8 p.m.
Drew B. Hall, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Edith B. Hayes, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Lucinda F. Spofford, . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p.m.
Lucy B. Crain, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 1 to 9 p.m.; also Sat., 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Rebecca F. Smith, Tue., Fri., 3 to 8 p.m.
Lottie I. Judd, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Eva M. Gridley........................ Sat., 2.30 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Francena E. Buck, Wed., 2 to 4 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 4, 6 to 8 p .m .
Ella E. Miersch, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 10 a.m. to 12 m., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m .
Wilder B. Harding, Wed., 7 to 8 p.m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 8 p.m.
Alice W. Curtis, . . . . Daily, except Sun., 3 to 5, 6 to 8 p.m.
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316
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322
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324
3 Five delivery stations.
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325 Springfield: City Library Association,1 88,926 149,530,350 N . D. Bill,
F o re s t  P a r k  B r a n c h , . . . . - - - -
I n d i a n  O rc h a rd  B r a n c h , - - - -
326 Sterling: Conant Free Public Library, 1,359 1,234,655 Dr. F. H. Devers,
327 Stockbridge Library Association, 1,933 4,534,440 R. R. Bowker, .
G le n d a le  B r a n c h , . . . . - - - -
328 Stoneham Free Public Library, . 7,090 5,260,880 B. J. Hinds,
329 Stoughton Public Library, . 6,316 3,893,380 M. F. Powers, .
330 Stow: Randall Memorial Library, 1,115 1,062,062 A. D. Gleason, .
331 Sturbridge: Joshua Hyde Public Li­
brary. 2
1,957 - Mrs. E. C. Locke,
332 Sudbury, South: Goodnow Library, . 1,120 1,360,695 F. F. Gerry,
333 Sunderland Public Library, 1,047 567,870 G. P. Smith,
334 Sutton Free Library, . . . . 3,078 1,545,119 Sarah M. Mills,
M a n c h a u g  B r a n c h , . . . . - - - -
S o u t h  S u t to n  B r a n c h , - - - -
W e s t  S u t t o n  B r a n c h ............................... - - - -
W iU c in s o n v il le  B r a n c h , - - - -
335 Swampscott Public Library, 6,204 12,387,906 F.  F.  Stanley, .
336 Swansea Free Public Library, 1,978 1,655,270 H. O.Wood,
337 Taunton Public Library, * . 34,259 24,035,979 N.J. W. Fish, .
338 Templeton: Boynton Public Library, . 3,756 1,824,912 Dr. S. E. Greenwood,
B a ld w in v i l l e  B r a n c h .............................. - - - -
E a s t  T e m -p le to n  B r a n c h ,  . - - - -
339 Tewksbury Public Library, 3,750 1,513,840 A. C.  Blaisdell, .
N o r t h  B r a n c h ............................................................. - - - -
N o r th w e s t  B r a n c h ................................................... - - - -
S o u t h  B r a n c h , ...................................................... - - - -
W a m e s i t  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - -
340 Tiabury: Vineyard Haven Public Li- 1,196 1,689,088 S.  C.  Luce,
341
brary.Tolland Free Public Library, 180 251,902 E. M. Moore,
342 Topsfield Town Library, 1,174 3,119,877 G.  F. Dow,
343 Townsend Public Library,2 1,761 1,347,400 Oliver Proctor, .
344 Truro: Cobb Memorial Library, . 655 394,770 J. B. Dyer,
N o r t h  T r u r o  B r a n c h ,  . - - - -
S o u th  T r u r o  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - - -
345 Tyngsborough: Littlefield Library,2 . 829 655,347 H. T. Bancroft,
i Thirty-four delivery stations. 2 One delivery station.
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Hiller C. Wellman, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Mrs. K. W. Barney, . -
Nellie E. Dodge, -
Pearl L. Heywood, Wed., Sat., 1 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Caroline P. Wells, Daily, except Sun., 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., 7 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Bessie A. Warner, -
Julia L. Crocker, Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 9 p.m.
M. Alice Burnham, Wed., Sat., 3 to 9 p.m.; Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri., 7 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Susan M. Lawrence, . Wed., 1 to 5.30 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p.m.
Susan L. Haynes, Wed., 2 to 4 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 4, 6 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Alice E. Rice, Wed., Sat., 2 to 9 p.m.
Abbie T. Montague, . Mon., Fri., 4 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p.m.; also 12 m. to 1 p.m.when schools are open.
Sarah M. Mills, . . . Saturdays, and other days when calls are made for books.
Benjamin Townley, . _
Mrs. Mary Littlefield, -
Arthur Merrill.......................... -
Mrs. George Freeland, -
Sarah L. Honors, Wed., 4 to 9 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p.m.
Rev. 0. 0. Wright, Wed., 2.30 to 4.30 p.m.; Sat., 2.30 to 4.30, 7 to 9 p .m .
Joshua E. Crane, Daily, except Sun., 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Grace E. Blodgett, Wed., 2 to 5 p.m.; Sat., 2 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p.m.; July 1 to
Oct. 1, Mon., 2 to 5 p.m.
Ethel Thomas, . . . . -
Mrs. A. S. Hodge, -
Abbie M. Blaisdell, Sat., 2 to 9 p.m.
Rev. H. H. Bishop, -
Albert J. Trull, . . . . -
Mrs. M. E. Bridges, -
Mrs. S. J. Blaisdell, -
Mabel T. Tilton, Mon., Wed., Sat., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p.m.
Wilbert Munn, . . . . Every day.
Annie P. Gleason, Wed., 7 to 9 p.m.; Sat., 3 to 4.30, 7 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Evelyn L. Warren, Mon., 7 to 9 p.m.; Tue., 4 to 6 p.m.; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p.m.
Mrs. Laurena A. Ryder, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p.m.
Mrs. Anna Small, -
Allison B. Cobb, -
Jennie J. Bancroft, Wed., 12 m . to 1 p.m. during school term; Sat., 3 to 5,
7 to 9 p.m.
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3 Two branch reading rooms.
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346 Tyringham Free Public Library, 382 $364,441 R. de P . Tytus,
347 Upton Town Library, . . . . 2,071 1,185,546 A. P. Williams, .
348 Uxbridge Free Public L ibrary ,1 . 4,671 3,532,500 G. E . Trowbridge,
349 Wakefield: Beebe Town Library, 
G reenw ood, B r a n c h , . . . .
11,404 10,930,658 Richard Dutton,
350 Wales Public Library, . . . . 345 291,371 Mrs. L. H. Thompson,
351 Walpole Public Library, 
E a s t  W a lp o le  B r a n c h ,
4,892 6,434,562 W .F . Smith,
352 W altham Public Library, 27,834 29,050,788 N athan Warren,
353 Ware: Young Men’s Library Associa­
tion.
8,774 4,883,490 H . K .  Hyde, .
354 Wareham Free L ibrary ,1 4,102 5,530,274 Miss Dora M. King, .
355 Warren Public Library, 4,188 2,101,986 Edward Fairbanks, .
356 Warwick Free Library, 477 414,728 L. W. Green,
357 Washington Public Library, 277 303,657 George Hackebeil,
358 Watertown Free Public L ibrary ,2 12,875 16,055,265 G. E. Goodspeed,
359 Wayland Free Public Library, 
C o c h i tu a te  B r a n c h , . . . .
6,206 3,177,080 Dr. A. I. Hadley,
360 Webster Free Public L ibrary ,1 . 11,509 8,705,890 L. E. Pattison, .
361 Wellesley Free Library, 
W e lle s le y  H i l l s  B r a n c h ,
5,413 17,129,156 D r. M. L. Perrin,
362 Wellfleet Public Library, 
S o u th  W e llfle e t  B r a n c h ,
1,022 1,018,655 E. S. Nye, . . .
363 Wendell Free Library, . . . . 502 483,360 C .M . Ballou, .
364 Wenham Public L ibrary ,3 . 1,010 2,627,900 Mrs. Bertha M. Perkins, .
365 West Boylston Public Library, . 1,270 946,489 C. E. Burbank,
366 West Bridgewater Public Library, 2,231 1,534,588 Rev. E. B. Maglathlin, .
367 West Brookfield: Merriam Public Li- 1,327 939,477 C .W . Allen,
368
brary.
West Newbury Public L ibrary ,1 . 1,473 1,057,611 Parker Mason, .
369 West Springfield Public Library, 9,224 8,289,638 W. S. Bagg, . ■ •
370 West Stockbridge Public Library, 1,271 528,335 W. W. B artlett, .
371 West Tisbury Free Public L ibrary ,1 . 437 641,662 Mrs. G. W. Davis,
372 Westborough Public Library, 5,446 3,232,686 Dr. E . B. Harvey, .
373 Westfield Athenaeum,3 16,044 10,822,614 M. B. Whitney,
374 Westford: J . V. Fletcher L ibrary ,2 2,851 2,148,092 J . A. Cameron, .
375 Westhampton: Reunion Town Library, 423 264,546 H. S. Ives,
376 Westminster: Forbush Memorial Li­
brary.
1,353 944,325 C. F . Giles,
i One delivery station. 2 Three delivery stations.
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Lucy M. Beach, . . . . Fri., 3 to 5 p .m. Ju ly , Aug., Sept., Tuo., 3 to 5 p .m.; 346
Wed., Sat., 7 to  9 p .m .
347Mrs. Laura C. Sadler, Sat., 4 to 5 p .m .; Wed., 7 to 9 p .m .
Beatrice Putnam, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 8 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p .m.; closed 
legal holidays and two weeks in summer.
348
H. Gertrude Lee, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5, 7 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p .m. 349
Mrs. Isabelle F. Studley, . -
Leon H. Thompson, . Wed., 4 to 6 p .m .; Sat., 3 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m . 350
Ida J. Phelps, . . . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 9 p .m. 351
Alice M. Wheeler, Tue., Fri., 4 to 6 p .m.
Orlando C. Davis, Daily, except Sun., 9 a .m . to 9 p .m. 352
Almeda B. Robbins, . Daily, except Sun., Tue., Thu., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 353
Alexina P. Burgess, Wed., Sat., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 354
Joseph G. Hastings, Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 355
Clara A. Jones, . . . . WTed., 2 to 6 p .m .; Sat., 2 to 8 p .m. 356
Teachers, temporarily, -  • 357
Solon F. Whitney, Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 9 p .m. 358
Margaret E. Wheeler, . Wed., Sat., 3 to 9 p .m. 359
Mrs. Grace Locker, In  summer, Wred. and Sat. aft. and eve., Thu. eve.; 
in winter, W'ed. and Sat. aft., every eve.
Phoebe P. Kingsbury, Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 5, 7 to 9 p .m . 360
Anna W. Barker, Daily, except Sun. and holidays, 2 to 6 p .m.; Wed., 
Sat., 2 to 9 p .m.
361
Dorothy Hopkins, Daily, 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m.; except holidays and Sun.
Mrs. Kate E. Brown, . Wed., Sat., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 362
Mrs. Josiah Paine, _
Marion E. Whitney, . May to Oct., Sat., 1.30 to 5 p .m.; Oct. to May, Sat., 
1 to 4.30 p .m.
363
Benjamin H. Conant, Mon., 3 to 5, 7.30 to 9 p .m.; Thu., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 
2 to 6 p .m.
364
Annie M. Waite, . . . . Tue., Wed., 12 m . to 1 p .m.; Tue., Wred., Fri., Sat., 2 to 5, 
7 to 9 p .m.
365
Mrs. Hattie E. Cary, . Wed., 1 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 1 to 8 p .m. 366
Mary P. Foster, . . . . Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat., 1 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m.; Tue., Thu., 
1 to 6.30 p .m.
367
Caroline Carr, . . . . Tue., 7 to 9 p .m.; Thu., 2 to 5 p .m .; Sat., 2 to 4, 7 to 9 p .m . 368
Daniel G. WThite, Mon., Fri., 4 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., 9 a .m. to 12 m. 369
Mrs. Susan W. Blake, . WTed., Sat., 3 to 5 p .m . 370
Mrs. Johnson Whiting, Sat., 3 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m. 371
Flora B. Brigham, Daily, 1 to 8.30 p .m.; Sat., to 9 p .m.; during Ju ly  and 
Aug., 1 to 6 p .m., except Wed.
372
George L. Lewis, Daily, except Sun., 10 a .m. to 8 p .m .;  Sat., to 9 p .m. 373
Mary P. Bunce, . . . . Tue., T hu., Sat., 1.30 to 5, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 374
George E . Knight, T hu., 6 to 9 p .m .; Sun., 12 m. to 1 p .m. 375
Sadie F. Green, . . . . W7ed., 2 to 5, 6 to 8 p .m .; Sat., 2 to 5, 6 to 9 p .m . 376
3 Two delivery stations.
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F r e e  P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s , C h a i r m a n  o f  T r u s t e e s ,
—
L i b r a r i e s .
Pop­
ulation, Valuation,1912.
•
Chairman of Trustees.
1910.
377 Weston Public Library, 2,106 S8,399,725 J . E. Gale,
378 Westport Free Public Library, . 2,928 2,208,150
A. R. Wood,
379 Head of Westport: Westport Public - - E. J. Sisson,
380
Library.
Westport Point Library, . - - Mrs. C. C. Hall,
381 Westwood Public Library, . 1,266 4,102,590 Rev. C. S. Locke,
I s l i n g to n  B r a n c h , . . . . - - -
382 Weymouth: T ufts L ibrary ,1 12,895 9,957,156 C. P. White,
383 South Weymouth: Fogg Library, . - H . B. Reed,
384 Whately Public Library, 846 486,394
Joseph Billings,
E a s t  W h a te ly  B r a n c h , - - ■
H a y d e n v i l l e  B r a n c h ,  . . . . - - -
385 W hitman Public Library, 7,292 5,538,426
Deborah A. Partridge,
386 Wilbraham Free Public L ibrary ,2 2,332 1,178,166 H. W. Cutler, .
387 Williamsburg: Meekins Memorial Li- 2,132 1,080,869 C. IJ. Ames, .
388
brary.
Haydenville Public Library, . - - G. M. Page,
389 Williamstown Public Library, 3,078 4,280,873
D. J. Neyland, .
390 South Williamstown Public Library, - - D. J. Neyland, .
391 Wilmington Public Library, 1,858 1,709,327 Dr. D. T . Buzzell, .
392 Winchendon Public Library, 5,678 4,209,430 D r. J. G. Henry,
393 Winchester Public Library, . 9,309 15,166,425 G. H . Etistis, .
394 Windsor Free Public Library, 404 304,430 B. H . Hollis, .
E a s t  W in d s o r  B r a n c h , - - -
W in d s o r  B u s h  B r a n c h , - - -
395 Winthrop Public L ibrary ,3 . 10,132 14,761,520
David Lloyd, .
396 Woburn Public L ibrary ,2 15,308 11,650,266
Edw. F . Johnson,
397 N orth Woburn: Eunice Thompson - -
Andrew R. Linscott,
398
Memorial Library.
Worcester: Free Public L ibrary ,4 145,986 153,058,968 W. J . Denholm,
399 Worthington Free L ibrary ,2 569 367,129
Mrs. J. R . Stevenson,
400 W rentham: Fiske Public L ibrary ,3 . 1,743 1,401,196
J . F . Jencks,
401 Yarm outh Library Association, . 1,420
2,472,984 F. C. Swift,
402 South Yarm outh: Free Social Li- - -
Mrs. M. A. Tupper, .
403
brary.
West Y arm outh Library, . - " Mrs. Lena Baker,
i Seven delivery stations. 2 Two delivery stations.
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L i b r a r i a n s , e t c ., 1912-13 —  Concluded.
Name of Librarian. Days and Hours Open for Circulation.
Maude M. Pennock, . Daily, except Sun., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 9 p .m. ; Tue., Thu. eve. 377
Mrs. Lysander Holland, Oct. to Apr., Sat., 5 to 7 p.m.; Apr. to Oct., 6 to 8 p .m. 378
Edward W. Burt, M.D., Thu., 4 to 5 p .m. 379
- Four hours a week. 380
Annie L. Richardson, 
Alice E. Wentworth, .
Wed., 3.30 to 6 p .m.; Sat., 6 to 9 p .m. 381
Abbie L. Loud, . . . . Mon., Tue., Thu., Fri., 2 to S p .m.; Sat., 2 to 9 p .m.; 
Wed., 2 to 5 p .m ., holidays excepted; Ju ly  and Aug., 
closes a t 6 p .m.
382
Ruth N. Tower.............................. Daily, except Sun., 2 to 6, 6.45 to 8 p .m. 383
Arlene I. Roote, . . . .  
Mrs. J. A. Wood,
Mrs. F. W. Bard well, .
Sat., 3.30 to 6, 7 to 8.30 p .m. 3S4
Ellena S. Spilsted, Daily, except Sun., 2.30 to 9 p .m. 385
Mrs. Leila E. Atchinson, Wed., 12 m. to 9 p .m.; Sat., 9 a.m. to 9 p .m. 386
Myra A. Hill................................... Tue., Sat., 2 to 6, 7 to 9 p .m.; Thu., 2 to 6 p.m. 387
Thomas H. Ives, Fri., 7 to 9.30 p .m. 388
Lucy F. Curtis, . . . . Wed., Sat., 2 to 8 p .m.; Tue., Thu., Fri., 2 to 5 p .m. 389
Mrs. Lucy T. Sanford, Tue., Fri., 3 to 5 p .m. 390
Anna T. Sheldon, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5.30, 6.30 to 9 p .m. 391
Mrs. Sylvia M. Manzer, Wed., Sat., 2 to 5 p .m.; daily, except Sun., 7 to 9 p .m . 392
Cora A. Quimby, Daily, except Sun.,«2 to 8.30 p.m. 393
Laura A. Miner, . . . .
Mr. B e a l s , .....................................
Mrs. Hubbard, . . . .
No special hours. 394
Alice A. Mundy, Daily, except Sun., 1.30 to 9 p .m. 395
George H. Evans, Mon., Wed., Fri., 9 a.m. to 6 p .m.; Tue., Thu., 9 a.m. 
to 8 p .m.; Sat., 9 a.m. to 9 p .m.
396
Andrew R. Linscott, . Tue., Wed., Sat., 2 to 5, 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 397
Robert K. Shaw, Daily, 9 a .m . to 8 p .m., except Sun. and certain holi­
days; Sat., 9 a .m . to 9 p .m .
398
Arthur G. Capen, May to Oct., Sat., 4 to 6 p .m.; Oct. to May, 2 to 4 p .m.; 
second and fourth Tue. each month, 7 to 8 p .m.
399
Mary A. Smith, . . . . Wed. and Sat., 2 to 5, 5.45 to 8 p .m. 400
Mrs. Lydia C. Matthews, . Daily, except Sun., 3 to 5 p .m.; Sat., 6.30 to 8.30 p .m. 401
Alice Crow'ell, . . . . In  winter, W'ed., Sat., 3 to 4 p .m.; summer, 4 to 5 p .m. 402
Mrs. Maria Taylor, Ju ly  and Aug., Mon., Thu., 3 to 4 p .m.; other months, 
Thu. only.
403
3 One delivery station. * Nine delivery stations.
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A p p e n d i x  III
A ROLL OF HONOR
Givers of F ree P ublic L ibrary B uildings in  Massachusetts
Acton, 
Amesbury, 
Amherst, North, 
Andover, . 
Arlington,
Ashburnham, . 
Ashby,
Ashfield,1 .
Ashland, .
Athol,
Attleborough, . 
Auburn, .
Ayer,
Barnstable, 
Centerville, . 
Cotuit, . 
Marston’s Mills, 
Osterville,
West Barnstable, 
Barre,
Becket,
Belchertown, . 
Belmont, . 
Bernardston,
Billerica, . 
Blandford,
Bolton,
Hon. W illiam  A. W ilde of Malden. 
M ary A. B arnard  and others.
M ainly the g if t  of citizens.
G ift of citizens.
Mrs. M aria C. Robbins of Brooklyn,
N. Y ., as a m em orial of her hus­
band.
George F . Stevens.
Edw in Chapm an of Boston.
Mrs. E liza W. Field.
Andrew Carnegie.
Andrew Carnegie.
G ift of citizens.
Leander H . M erriam.
Frederick  F. Ayer of New York. 
H on. W illiam  S turgis of Boston. 
Subscription.
Subscription.
Subscription.
W. L. G arrison and others. 
Subscription.
H enry  Woods of Boston.
Miss Blanche P erkins, as a memorial 
of her parents.
Jo h n  F rancis Clapp.
H enry  0 . Underwood.
Hon. H enry  W. Cushm an and Hon.
Jo h n  Sanderson.
Mrs. Joshua B ennett.
Mrs. Josephine E . S. P o rte r of H art­
ford, as a m em orial of her son, 
E dgar Sheffield Porter.
A nnie E liza W hitney of Lancaster.
i Town hall.
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Boston,
Bourne,
Boxford, .
West Boxford, 
B oylston,.
Braintree,
Brewster, 
Bridgewater, . 
Brimfield,
Brockton,
Brookfield,
Buckland,
Cambridge,
Canton, .
Carlisle, . 
Charlemont,1 . 
Charlton,1 
Chatham,
Chelmsford,
North Chelmsford, 
Chelsea, .
Chicopee, .
Clinton, . 
Cohasset, .
Nantasket. . 
Colrain, .
Concord, .
Conway, .
Cummington, . 
Dalton,
Danvers, . 
Dartmouth, South, 
Dedham, . 
Deerfield,
Dennis, .
. B righton Branch. J .  B. H oughton.
. Miss E m ily  H . Bourne, as a m em orial 
of her fa ther, the H on. Jo n a th an  
Bourne.
. Subscription.
. G. E . Davis.
. Miss Salome E. W hite of Brooklyn, 
N . Y ., as a m em orial of her m other, 
Mrs. H a rrie t Sawyer W hite.
. Gen. Sylvanus Thayer.
• Joseph Nickerson.
Town appropriation  and subscription.
. Jam es D anielson L incoln, as a mem o­
ria l of h is m other and his wife. 
Andrew Carnegie.
. W illiam  A. B anister of New York.
. A. C. Hodges and others.
. F rederick  H . Rindge of Los Angeles.
■ Augustus Hemenway.
Mrs. Jo a n n a  Gleason of Sudbury.
E . R. Goodnow and other citizens.
. W. IL. D exter of W orcester.
. H on. M arcellus E ldredge.
. Amos F. Adam s of Boston.
. Subscription.
H on. E ustace C. F itz , 1885; destroyed 
, in  the  g reat fire of A pril 12, 1908.
G ift of Andrew  Carnegie, 1908, for 
; a new building.
. Mrs. Ju s t in  S pau ld ing  and  others. 
Andrew  Carnegie.
Miss H a rrie t E . P ra tt ,  as a m em orial 
of P au l P ra tt.
Subscription and tow n appropriation .
. Joseph Griswold of Greenfield.
. W illiam  M unroe.
H on. M arshall F ie ld  of Chicago, as a 
m em orial of his parents.
. W illiam  Cullen B ryant.
G ift of the Crane fam ily.
George Peabody.
Jo h n  H . Southw ortb of Springfield.
. Bequests and g ifts  of citizens.
Mrs. E sth e r Dickinson.
Jacob Sears.
1 Town Hall.
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Dighton, . Andrew Carnegie.
Douglas, . . Jam es M. Fairfield  of Boston, as a 
, m em orial of his fa the r and mother, 
Sim on and Phoebe Churchill Fair- 
field.
Dunstable,1 Mrs. Sarah Roby.
Duxbury, Mrs. George W. W right, as a memo­
ria l of her son, George Buekham 
W right.
East Bridgewater, . . Cyrus W ashburn of Wellesley.
Eastham, . E astham  V illage Im provem ent So­
ciety.
Easthampton, . . Mrs. E m ily  G. W illiston.
Easton, . Hon. Oliver Ames and Mrs. Sarah L. 
Ames.
Edgartown, Andrew Carnegie.
Essex, . T. 0 . H . P . B urnham  of Boston.
Everett, . . A lbert M. P arlin , as a m emorial of 
his son.
East Everett, . W illiam  Shute.
Fairhaven, . H enry  H . and Abbie P. Rogers, as a 
m emorial of the ir daughter Milli- 
cent.
Falmouth, West, Subscription.
Woods Hole, Citizens and sum m er visitors.
Fitchburg, . Hon. Rodney Wallace.
Franklin, Mrs. A. W. Pierce and Mrs. A. D. 
Thayer.
Freetown, . Mrs. E . Florence H athaw ay Crowell, 
as a m em orial of her father, Hon. 
G uilford B. H athaw ay.
Gardner, . . M r. and Mrs. A. M. Greenwood and 
Calvin Heywood.
Georgetown, George Peabody.
Gloucester, . Sam uel E. Sawyer.
Annisquam, . . V illage H all Association.
Magnolia, . Subscription.
Goshen, M emorial of Jo h n  Jam es.
Granby,1 . Town appropriation  and gifts.
Great Barrington, . Mrs. M ary F . Mason.
Housatonic, . H eirs of Thom as G. Ramsdell.
Groton, . P a rtly  the g ift of Mrs. Charlotte A. 
L. Sibley.
Groveland, H ale L ibrary. H on. E . J .  M. Hale
of H averhill.
1 Town hall.
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Hadley, . 
Hamilton: —  
Asbury Grove,
Hanover, .
Hardwick, 
Gilbertville, 
Harvard, . 
Harwich, .
West Harwich, 
Hatfield, . 
Haverhill,
Heath,
Hingham,
Hinsdale,
Holbrook,1
Holden,
Holliston, 
Holyoke, . 
Hopedale,
Hopkinton,
Hubbardston, 
Hudson, . 
Ipswich, . 
Kingston, 
Lancaster,
Lanesborough,
Lawrence,
Lee, . 
Leicester,
Lenox, 
Lenoxdale, 
Leominster, 
Lexington, 
Lincoln, . 
Littleton,
. Jo h n  D w ight and others.
Subscription in  m em ory of Rev. L ew is. 
B enton Bates.
. Jo h n  C urtis of Boston, supplem ented 
by g if t of his daughter, Miss Alice
M. C urtis of M ilton.
I lev. L ucius R. P aige  of Cambridge.
. Col. Edw ard H . G ilbert.
M ainly the g if t of natives of the town.
. H . C. Brooks.
Caleb Chase.
Sam uel H . Dickinson.
H on. E . J .  M. Hale and others. 
E llsw orth Sawyer and  others.
. A lbert Fearing .
. G ift of citizens.
. E . X . Holbrook.
. H on. Sam uel C. Gale of M inneapolis.
Andrew  Carnegie.
. G ift of citizens.
Joseph B. B ancroft, as a m em orial of 
his wife, Mrs. Sylvia Thw ing B an­
croft.
. G ift of natives and residents of the 
town.
. Jonas G. C lark  of W orcester.
Andrew Carnegie.
Capt. A ugustine H eard.
F rederic C. Adams.
M ainly the g ift of N athan ie l Thayer 
and his sons.
Mrs. M aria H . Newton.
Mrs. N. G. W hite and Miss E. A. 
W hite.
Andrew Carnegie.
Lory S. W atson, Dr. P liny  Earle , 
D avid E. M erriam  and others.
. Mrs. Adeline A. Scherm erhorn.
. Mrs. Joseph W hite.
Andrew  Carnegie.
. Miss Alice B. Carv.
George Grosvenor Tarbell.
C hildren of W illiam  Stevens H ough­
ton , as a m em orial of th e ir  father.
1 Town hall.
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Longmeadow, .
. Ludlow, . . ' .
Lunenburg,
Lynn, . . . .
Malden, . . . .
Manchester,1 .
Mansfield,
Marblehead,- .
Marion, . . . .
Marlborough, . 
Marshfield,
Marshfield Hills, . 
Mattapoisett, .
Medfield,2 
Medford, .
Samuel Crocker Law­
rence Annex, . 
Medway, Dean Library 
Association,
Melrose, . . . .
Merrimac,2
Methuen, . . . .
Middleborough,
Middleton,
M illis, .
Monson, . . . .
Montague: —
Montague City, . 
Turner’s Falls, 
Monterey,
Nantucket,
Natick,
South Natick,
Needham (H eights), 
Newbury port, .
South Newburyport, 
Newton, .
North Adams, .
North Andover,
M ainly by bequest of Miss Sarah W. 
Storrs.
H eirs of Charles T. H ubbard.
Miss Catherine E . W atson of Boston. 
Mrs. E lizabeth M. Shute and others. 
Hon. E lisha S. Converse and his wife, 
as a m em orial of the ir son.
Thom as Jefferson Coolidge.
Mrs. E lizabeth P . Noble and others. 
B enjam in  Abbot of Boston.
Mrs. E lizabeth Taber of New Bed­
ford.
Andrew Carnegie.
Seth J .  Ventress.
C lift Rogers.
George P u rrin g to n , J r .
G. W. Cheney.
T hatcher Magoun.
Mrs. S. C. Lawrence.
Subscription.
Andrew Carnegie.
W. P . Sargent.
H eirs of D avid Nevins.
Thom as S. Pierce.
H on. Charles L. F lin t.
H eirs of L ansing M illis.
Mrs. Carrie R. Dale, as a memorial of 
her father, H oratio  Lyon.
Subscription.
Andrew  Carnegie.
M onterey Im provem ent Society. 
Subscription.
Miss M ary A nn Morse.
Oliver Bacon.
Andrew Carnegie.
G ift of citizens.
W illiam  LI. Swasey and others.
J .  W iley E dm unds and others.
H on. A lbert C. H oughton, as a memo­
ria l of his brother, Andrew Jackson 
H oughton.
H on. Moses T. Stevens.
1 Memorial hall and quarters for G. A. R. post. 2 Town.hall.
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North Attleborough, C hildren  of E dm und  I. and  Lucy N. 
Richards.
North Brookfield, M ainly g if t of E rasm us H aston.
North Reading, M rs. Charles F . F lin t.
Northampton, . Jo h n  Clark, supplem ented by other 
g ifts  and  by the city.
Florence, A lfred  T. L illy.
Forbes Library, . Charles E . Forbes.
Northborough, . Cyrus Gale.
Northbridge, . E dw ard  and A. T. W hitin .
Northfield, E lijah  M. D ickinson of F itchburg .
Norton, . . . . Mrs. E liza B. W heaton.
Norwell, . . . . G ift of individuals and F irs t P arish .
Norwood, George H . M orrill and wife, as a 
m em orial of th e ir  daughter, Miss 
S arah  Bond M orrill.
Oakham, . . . . Charles A. Fobes of P etersham , as a 
m em orial of h is fa the r, P . Ames 
Fobes; and  g if t of Mrs. Celia E. 
Fobes of W orcester and of Mrs. 
H a rrie t G ifford of T arrytow n, 
N . Y ., in  m em ory of H iram  Fobes 
and H iram  Nye Fobes.
Orange, . . . . Mrs. A lm ira E. Wheeler.
Orleans, . . . . P a rtly  by subscription.
Oxford, . . . . Charles L am ed  of Boston.
Peabody, . . . . George Peabody.
Pembroke (B ryantville), Mrs. Rozilla Cobb.
Pepperell, Charles F. Lawrence of New York.
Petersham, M ainly by subscription.
Pittsfield, Hon. Thom as A llen and Phineas 
Allen.
Plymouth, D aughters of W illiam  G. Russell.
Plympton, Town L ib rary  Association and sub­
scription.
Princeton, E dw ard A. Goodnow, as a fam ily  
m em orial.
Provincetown, . H on. N athan  Freem an.
Quincy, . H eirs of Thom as Crane.
Randolph, H eirs of Col. Royal T urner.
Rehoboth,1 D arius Goff of Paw tucket, E. I.
Revere, . . . . Andrew Carnegie.
Rochester, P a rtly  the g if t of M rs. E lizabeth 
L eonard  of New Bedford.
Rockland, Andrew  Carnegie.
1 Library burned; memorial hall to be built.
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Rowley,
Royalston,
Salem,
Sandwich,
Scituate, .
North Scituate,
Shirley, .
Shrewsbury,
Shutesbury,
Somerset,
Somerville,
West Somerville 
Branch,
South Hadley, .
South Hadley Falls, 
Southampton, . 
Southbridge,
Spencer, .
Springfield,
Forest Park Branch, 
Indian Orchard Branch 
North End Branch,
D. E. S m ith  and town appropriation.
Phineas S. Newton.
H eirs of Capt. Jo h n  B ertram .
M r. and Mrs. W illiam  Id. Weston of 
P lym outh.
George O tis A llen and Miss Cornelia 
M aria A llen, in  memory of their 
parents.
Silas Peirce of Boston, as a memorial 
of his wdfe.
B u ilt m ainly by bequest of Mrs. 
Betsey D. Hazen.
Ju b a l Howe.
M irick N. Spear of Am herst.
Mrs. Sarah Hood.
Andrew Carnegie.
Andrew Carnegie.
W illiam  H . Gaylord.
Andrew Carnegie.
W inslow H . Edw ards.
Holmes Am m idown of New York.
R ichard S ugden ; bequest of George 
Bemis fo r annex (1910).
City L ib rary  Association, Andrew 
Carnegie, and others.
Andrew Carnegie.
Andrew Carnegie.
Andrew^ Carnegie.
Sterling, . E dw ard C onant of Worcester, as a 
m em orial of his daughter, Elizabeth 
Anne.
Stockbridge, H on. Jo h n  Z. Goodrich.
Stoneham, . Andrew Carnegie.
Stoughton, . Lucius Clapp of Randolph.
Stow, Miss Belinda L ull R andall, for estate 
of Jo h n  W itt Randall.
Sturbridge, . George B. H yde of Boston, as a memo­
rial of his father Jo shua  Hyde.
Sudbury, . . Jo h n  Goodnpw of Boston.
Sunderland, . Jo h n  Long Graves.
Swansea, . . H on. F . S. Stevens.
Taunton, . Andrew Carnegie.
Tisbury, . Mrs. P au line  A m oux M acA rthur, as 
a m em orial of her parents, Judge 
and M rs. W illiam  H . Arnoux.
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Truro, . . . . E lisha Cobb.
Tyngsborough, Mrs. Lucy L ittlefield , as a m em orial 
of her daughter, supplem ented by 
an appropriation  by the town.
Tyringham, M ainly subscription.
Uxbridge, H on. Edw ard C. T hayer of Keene.
Wakefield,1 Cyrus Wakefield.
Walpole, . . . . Andrew  Carnegie.
Waltham, F rancis B u ttrick .
Ware, . . . . H on. W illiam  H yde and others.
Warren, . . . . N athan  R ichardson and others.
Watertown, H ollis H . H unnew ell and others.
Wayland, W arren Gould Roby.
Wellesley, H ollis H . H unnew ell.
Wellfleet, Subscription.
West Boylston. G. Calvin Rice.
West Brookfield, Charles M erriam  of Springfield.
West Tisbury, . Subscription.
Westborough, . Subscription.
Westfield, Trustees of W estfield Academy.
Westford, H on. Jo h n  Y arnum  Fletcher.
Westminster, Charles A. Forbush.
Westport,- Subscription.
Westwood, H ow ard Colburn.
Weymouth, Quincy T u fts  and his sister Miss 
Susan T ufts.
South Weymouth, Jo h n  S. Fogg.
Wilbraham, H enry  Cutler.
Williamsburg, . Stephen Meekins.
Haydenville. Miss A nna H ayden.
Winchendon, Charles L. Beals.
Winthrop, Mrs. E liza W. F rost, as a m em orial of 
her husband, supplem ented by town 
appropriation.
Woburn, . . . . Charles Bowers W inn, as a m em orial 
of h is father.
North Woburn, 
Worcester: —
Jo n a th an  Thompson.
Greendale Branch, A ndrew  Carnegie.
Quinsigamond Branch, Andrew Carnegie.
Southbridge St. Branch, Andrew  Carnegie.
Wrentham, H eirs of H on. Josiah  J .  Fiske.
Yarmouth,
Total, 260.
N athan  M atthews of Boston.
1 Town hall. 2 Not the town library.
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Other L ibraries in  S eparate B uildings,
Adams,
Boston,
Hyde Park, . 
Jamaica Plain, 
West End Branch 
Boxborough, 
Brookline, 
Burlington, 
Dartmouth, North, 
Dudley, .
Fall River, 
Falmouth, 
Foxborough, 
Framingham, . 
Gosnold, . 
Greenfield,
Halifax, .
Holland, .
Lowell,
Lynnfield,
Mendon, .
Milton,
Nahant, .
New Bedford, .
Raynham,
Sandisfield,
Shelburne,
Southborough, .
Southwick,
Templeton,
Tewksbury,
West Bridgewater, 
West Newbury, 
Weston, . 
Westport Point, 
W illiamstown, 
Wilmington, 
Worcester, 
Yarmouth, South,
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation .
B u ilt by taxation . 
Remodelled church. 
F orm er town hall.
B u ilt by taxation. 
Form er schoolhouse. 
B u ilt by taxation .
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation .
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation .
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation .
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation. 
Remodeled schoolhouse. 
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation. 
F orm er schoolhouse. 
F orm er school building. 
B u ilt by taxation.
B u ilt by taxation. 
L ib rary  cottage loaned. 
Rented by town. 
Remodeled schoolhouse. 
B u ilt by taxation. 
Loaned by a friend.
Total, 39.
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L ibraries in  B uildings owned by t h e  T ow n .
Acushnet,
Agawam, .
Amherst, .
Bedford, .
Berkley, .
Berlin, .
Beverly, .
Beverly Farms Branch,
Boston 1 
Carver, .
Cheshire, .
Chester, .
Chesterfield,
Chilmark,
Dover, . . . .
Dracut, .
East Longmeadow, . 
Egremont,
Enfield, .
Erving, .
G ill,.......................................
Grafton, .
Hamilton,
Hancock, . . . .
Hawley, .
Huntington,
Lakeville,
Leverett, . . . .
Leyden, .
Middlefield,
Milford, . . . .
M illbury,
Montague,
Needham,
New Braintree,
New Salem,
Norfolk,
Palmer, .
Paxton, .
Pelham, .
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
I n  town hall.
I n  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  city hall.
Remodeled engine house; also G. A. B. 
quarters.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
In  town hall.
Same build ing  as town offices.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town building.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In towm hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In Mem orial H a l l ;
quarters.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In towm hall.
In high school buildi;
B u ilt by the to w n ; also G. A. R.
quarters.
I n  town hall.
In  town hall.
1 Five branches in city buildings in part devoted to other municipal uses.
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Peru,
Phillipston, 
Prescott, .
Rowe,
Rutland, .
Saugus,
Seekonk, . 
Sheffield, . 
Shelburne Falls, 
Sherborn,
Sutton, 
Swampscott, 
Topsfield, . 
Townsend,
Upton,
Warwick,
Wendell, . 
Wenham, .
West Springfield, 
West Stockbridge, 
Westport, 
W hately, . 
Whitman, 
Winchester,
Total, 68.
. In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town h a ll.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
In town hall.
N ote. —  There are libraries and branches in  school buildings 
no t included in  th is  list.
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F unds Accumulating for B uilding P urposes.
Acushnet, . Sm all fund.
Adams, . About $20,000 from  Columbus \ .  
M iller. (E s ta te  no t yet settled .)
Amherst, . . Sm all fund.
Barnstable (H yannis), . $370.
Berlin, Fund.
Canton, . $774.23.
Chester, . . F und .
Chesterfield, . $700 from  Miss Im ogene Pyncheon; 
also $1,000 if not used by the 
G range before 1915.
Concord, . . $44,000i
Gloucester, . $47,000.
Grafton, . Sm all fund.
Hampden, Sm all fund.
Hatfield, . . $1,491.96.
Lakeville, . Fund .
Lanesborough, . . N ew ton will in  lit ig a tio n ; also $500.
Leyden, . . S ite oifered by A. .T. Shattuck.
Malden, . . Eeserve fund  fo r additional reference 
room.
Otis, . Fund .
Peabody, . . $60,000 from  Peabody fund.
South Hadley. . F unds from  endowments.
Spencer, . $15,000 for an annex.
Wareham, . Sm all fund.
Wendell, . Sm all fund.
Worthington, Site owned bv L ib rary  C orpo ra tion ; 
and sm all fund.
Total. 24.
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A p p e n d i x  IV
ADVISORY VISITORS, 1912-13
Mrs. Mabel Simpkins Agassiz, 
Miss May A shley, .
Mr. H. H. Ballard,
Mrs. F rancis C. Barlow,
Miss Alice G. Chandler,
Mrs. H. A. F . Cole,
Mr. J . Randolph Coolidge, Jr., 
Mrs. W. Murray Crane,
Mrs. Zenas Crane, .
Mrs. F rederick Cunningham, 
Miss Julia Delano,
Miss Nellie E. Dodge, .
Miss Ida F. F arrar,
Mrs. L. Carteret F enno,
Miss A nna B. Jackson, .
Miss Caroline Jenks, .
Miss Elizabeth Johnson,
Miss Ada L. J oslin,
Miss Katharine P. Loring, . 
Miss Lucy Lowell,
Miss Madeline C. Mixter,
Miss Mary Morison,
Miss Mary L. Poland, .
Miss Mary Rodman,
Mr. W illiam H. Sanderson, . 
Mrs. Robert K. Shaw, .
Miss Alice Shepard,
Miss Martha N. Soule, .
Miss Mary G. Stone,
Miss Mary Anna Tarbell,
Mrs. Grace M. W hittemore, . 
Dr. George E. W ire,
Y armouthp ort. 
Greenfield.
Pittsfield.
Lenox.
Lancaster.
Wenliam.
Brookline-Manchester.
Dalton.
Pittsfield-Dalton. 
Brookline-Hubbardston. 
New Bedford. 
Springfield.
Springfield.
Rowley-Boston.
North Adams.
Bedford.
Boston.
Oxford-Boston.
Prides Crossing. 
Boston.
Boston-Nan tucket. 
Boston.
Springfield.
Concord.
Chester.
Worcester.
Springfield.
Hyannis.
Manchester.
Brimfield.
Hudson.
Worcester. — 32
GENERAL LIBRARY LEGISLATION
OF
Ma s s a c h u s e t t s
1798—1913

A p p e n d i x  Y
GENERAL LIBRARY LEGISLATION OF 
MASSACHUSETTS
I n  o rd er to  show  th e  evo lu tion  of l ib ra rie s  in  M assachuse tts  
as i t  can  be tra c e d  in  th e  law s f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  enac ted , a  col­
lection of such  g e n e ra l le g is la tio n  as re la te s  to  th e  fo rm a tio n  
and m an ag em en t o f social, law , school d is tr ic t  a n d  f re e  p u b lic  
lib ra rie s  has been  a r ra n g e d  in  chrono log ical o rder.
1798
An Act to enable the proprietors oe social libraries to manage
TH E SAME.
[Laws of 1798, chapter 45; repealed by the Act of March 8, 1806.] 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Represented 
lives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, 
That any seven or more persons capable of contracting, in any towns 
or districts in this Commonwealth, who have or shall become Proprietors 
in common of any Library, may form themselves into a Society or Body 
Politic for the express purposes of holding, increasing, preserving, and 
using such Library and to that end any five or more of them, may 
apply in writing by them signed, to any Justice of the Peace, within 
the county wherein the same town or district may be, stating the 
purposes of their meeting, and requesting him to issue his w arrant for 
calling a meeting of the said proprietors, which Justice may grant his 
warrant to some one of them, directing him to call a meeting of the said 
proprietors, at the time and place, and for the purposes in such w arrant 
expressed; which proprietors shall notify such meeting by posting up 
the substance of said w arrant in some public place in the said town 
or district where the said Library shall be kept, seven days a t least 
before the time of said meeting.
Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That any seven or more of the pro­
prietors of such Library, met in pursuance of such notice, shall have
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power to choose a Moderator, Clerk, Librarian, Collector, Treasurer and 
other necessary officers and committees; which clerk shall be sworn to 
the faithful and im partial performance of his duties; and the said 
proprietors when so incorporated, shall have power to raise such monies 
by assessments on the several shares in such Library as they may 
judge necessary for preserving and increasing the same, and for the 
management [of] the affairs of the corporation; to make by-laws for 
the due regulation of its concerns, not repugnant to the Constitution 
and Laws of this Commonwealth, and to annex and recover penalties 
for any breach of such by-laws, not exceeding three dollars for any one 
breach thereof.
S e c t . 3 . Be it further enacted, That the proprietors of any such 
Library, so incorporated, shall be called and known by the name of the
Proprietors of the Social Library, in the town of ------, and by that
name shall sue and be sued, prosecute and defend, plead and be im­
pleaded in all actions and processes in law; and when there shall be 
more than one, such Library, in any town or district, the proprietors 
thereof shall be known and called by the name of “ The Proprietors 
of the second, third, fourth, etc. (as the case may be) Social Library in 
the town o f ------
S e c t  4. A nd he it further enacted, That when any such meeting shall 
be dissolved, the proprietors may again incorporate themselves and 
proceed in all respects as aforesaid; and in any meetings of such pro­
prietors, there shall be allowed one vote for each share. And the pro­
prietors of any such Library, shall have power to hold to them, their 
successors and assigns, real or personal estate, to the amount of five 
hundred dollars over and above the value of their books, and shall have 
power at any regular meeting, to fix the mode and manner of calling 
future meetings. [Passed March 3, 1798.
1SOO
An Act t o  e n a b l e  t h e  p r o p r ie t o r s  o p  s o c ia l  l ib r a r ie s  t o  m a n a g e
TH E SAME.
[Passed March 8, 1806; repealed by Revised Statutes, chapter 146.] 
S e c t i o n  1 . Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representa­
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That any seven or more persons, capable of contracting, in any town 
or district in this Commonwealth, who shall become proprietors in 
common of any library, may form themselves into a society or body 
politic, for the express purposes of holding, increasing, preserving and 
using such library; and to that end, any five or more of them, may by 
an application in writing, by them signed, to any Justice of the Peace, 
within the same county wherein the said town or district may be, stating 
the purposes of their meeting, and requesting him to issue his warrant 
for calling a meeting of the said proprietors; and the said Justice may
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grant bis w arrant to one of them, directing him to call a meeting of 
the said proprietors, a t the time and place, and for the purposes ex­
pressed in such w arran t; and said meeting shall be called by posting 
up the purport of said w arrant in some public place in the said town 
or district, where the said library shall be kept, seven days, at least, 
before the time of said m eeting: And the proprietors being thus met and 
organized, they may then agree and determine upon a method of calling 
future meetings: And in all cases, votes shall be determined by counting 
and allowing one vote to each share: And the proprietors of any such 
library, shall have power to possess and hold, to them, their successors 
and assigns, real or personal estate, to any amount, not exceeding five 
thousand dollars, over and above the value of their books.
Sect. 2. Be it f  urther enacted, That any seven or more of the pro­
prietors of such library, met in pursuance of such notice, shall have 
power to choose a moderator, clerk, librarian, collector, treasurer, and 
such other officers as they may find necessary: And the clerk shall be 
sworn to the faithful performance of his duties; and the treasurer shall 
give bond, with sufficient surety or sureties, faithfully to account fo r all 
monies he may receive by virtue of this act: And the said proprietors, 
when so incorporated and organized, shall have power to raise monies 
by assessments on the several shares in such library, as they may judge 
necessary fo r preserving and increasing the same; to make bye-laws for 
the due regulation of the concerns of the said corporation, not repug­
nant to the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth, and to annex 
and recover penalties fo r any breach of such bye-laws, not exceeding 
three dollars for any one breach thereof.
Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the proprietors of any such 
library, so incorporated, shall be called and known by the name of the
proprietors of the Social Library in the town of ------ , and by that
name shall sue and be sued, prosecute and defend, plead and be im­
pleaded, in all actions and processes in law; and when there shall be 
more than one such library in any town or district, the proprietors 
thereof shall be known and called by the name of the proprietors of the 
second, third, fourth, etc., (as the case may be), Social Library, in the 
town of —— .
Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That an act passed the third day of 
March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- 
eight, entitled, “ an act to enable the proprietors of social libraries to 
manage the same,” be, and hereby is repealed: Provided, nevertheless, 
that with regard to all suits and causes of suits, and all rights existing 
under, and by force of said act, it shall be considered as in full force.
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1 8 1 5
A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o e  l a w  l ib r a r i e s .
[Laws of 1815, chapter 177.]
S e c t i o n  1 . Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives 'in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That in every county within this Commonwealth, wherein there shall 
reside five or more attorneys at law regularly admitted and sworn to 
practice before the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, it shall be lawful 
for any five or more of them to make application in writing to any 
Justice of the Peace within and for said county, requesting him to 
issue his w arrant for calling a meeting of the practitioners at law 
within the same county to meet at some certain time and place for the 
purpose of organizing the establishment of a Law Library; and such 
Justice shall thereupon issue a w arrant under his hand and seal, directed 
to some practitioner at law residing within the shire town of said county, 
requiring him to notify the other members of the bar residing therein, 
either personally or by written notification posted up at some conspicu­
ous place in the Court-House in said county, at least seven days before 
the time of meeting as mentioned in said warrant, which meeting shall 
be holden, at the next succeeding term of the Circuit Court of Common 
Pleas in said county on some day subsequent to the second day from 
the commencement of its session; and the person to whom such warrant 
is directed shall serve the same in manner as aforesaid, and make return 
thereof under his hand to the Justice who issued the same, or to some 
other Justice of the Peace within and for said county, whose duty it 
shall be to preside at said meeting in the choice of a clerk, a treasurer 
and librarian, each of whom shall thereupon be sworn by the presiding 
officer, to the faithful discharge of their respective duties, and to hold 
their offices during the pleasure of the association; and the said mem­
bers of the bar so notified and met, to the number of five or more, shall 
at their first meeting prescribe the mode of calling future meetings of 
said association, and establish such rules and regulations as may 
be found necessary from time to time, to carry the purposes of this 
act into effect, not repugnant to the constitution and laws of this Com­
monwealth; and at all future meetings the oldest member of the bar 
residing within said county, who is present, shall preside.
S e c t . 2 . Be it further enacted, That the sum of twenty dollars, which 
by law is now paid into the county treasury, on the admission of all 
practitioners at the bar of the Circuit Court of Common Pleas, shall 
hereafter be paid to the treasurer of every law library association in any 
county in this Commonwealth that shall be formed in pursuance of this 
act, which treasurer shall give his receipt therefor to the person paying 
the same, which sum so paid, as duty or excise as aforesaid, together 
with all bequests and donations made thereto, shall be applied, under
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lhe direction of said association, to form a law library, for the use of 
said county, under such reasonable regulations as the said association 
may appoint. And the clerk of said association shall keep an exact 
record of all the proceedings thereof, and the said treasurer shall keep 
an exact account of all monies, donations, and bequests belonging to 
said association, which account he shall be holden annually to settle 
under oath with the association, in such manner as they shall prescribe; 
and the librarian, as well as the treasurer and clerk, shall be answerable 
in an action of the case for all malfeasance or misfeasance in their re­
spective offices to the association aforesaid, by the name of “ The Law 
Library Association,” for the county within which it is formed: Pro­
vided, however, that the Law Library aforesaid shall be kept in a  shire 
town within the county.
Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the act passed on the twenty- 
seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and ninety-six, so fa r as it relates to the payment of twenty 
dollars into the county treasury by persons admitted to practice law 
before the Circuit Courts of Common Pleas, as i t  relates to the counties 
in this Commonwealth, in which law library associations are, or shall be 
formed, in pursuance of this act, and as to the receipt to be given by 
the county treasurer therefor, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 
[Approved by the Governor, March 2, 1815.
1823
An A ct respecting  law  libraries.
[Laws of 1823, chapter 51.]
Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives, in Gen­
eral Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, That the excise 
paid by Attorneys, on their admission to the Supreme Judicial Court, 
shall hereafter be paid and appropriated in the same way and manner 
as the excise now paid by Attorneys on their admission to the Court 
of Common Pleas is paid and appropriated, any law to the contrary 
notwithstanding. [Approved by the Governor, Jan. 30, 1823.
1825
An Act in  addition to an act entitled , “  A n  A ct in  addition to an 
act entitled, an act to enable th e  proprietors of social libraries 
to manage t h e  same.
[Laws of 1825, chapter 65; repealed by Revised Statutes, chapter 146.[ 
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representa­
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, 
That any seven settled and ordained Ministers of the Gospel, within 
this Commonwealth, who shall become proprietors in common of any 
Theological Library, may form themselves into a society or body politic,
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by the name of the Theological Society in the town of ------ , for the
express purpose of holding, increasing, preserving and using such 
L ib rary : and shall have all the powers and privileges, and be subject 
to all the duties and requirements contained in an Act passed the 
eighth day of March, in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and six, entitled “ an Act to enable the proprietors of Social 
Libraries to manage the sam e; ” and to this end, any five of them may 
make application to any Justice of the Peace within the county in 
which the library is to be kept, stating the purposes of their meeting, 
and requesting him to call a meeting of said proprietors; and the said 
Justice may thereupon grant his w arrant to any one of them, directing 
him to call such meeting accordingly. And said meeting shall be 
called by posting up the purport of said w arrant in such public 
places in said county as said Justice shall order, and the proprietors, 
thus met and organized, may then agree upon the method of calling 
fu ture meetings. [Approved by Lieut.-Governor, Feb. 12, 1825.
1829
An Act in further addition to an act entitled, “  An Act to enable
PROPRIETORS OF SOCIAL LIBRARIES TO MANAGE THE SAME.”
[Laws of 1829, chapter 138.]
Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa­
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That any twenty or more persons in any town or county within this 
Commonwealth, who shall, by writing, associate themselves for the pur­
pose of mutual improvement and for raising the standard of common 
education, may become a body politic, by the name of the Lyceum of 
the town o f ------ , or the county o f ------ , (as the case may be), by observ­
ing and pursuing the provisions of the Act to which this is in addition, 
in regard to forming Proprietors of Libraries into bodies politic, and 
being so formed shall be entitled to all the powers and capabilities to 
which the Proprietors of said Libraries are entitled by that Act; and 
such Lyceum shall have the further power to possess and hold to them, 
their successors, and assigns, real and personal estate not exceeding ten 
thousand dollars.
Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That this Act may be altered or re­
pealed, a t the pleasure of the Legislature. [Approved by the Governor, 
March 4, 1829.
1836
Social libraries.
[Revised Statutes, 1836, chapter 41.]
Section 1. Any seven or more proprietors of a library may form 
themselves into a corporation, under such corporate name as they shall 
adopt, for the purpose of preserving, enlarging, and using such library;
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and for that purpose, any justice of the peace may, on the application 
of five or more of such proprietors, issue liis w arrant to one of them, 
directing him to call a meeting of the proprietors, at the time and place 
and for the purposes expressed in the w arrant; and said meeting shall 
be called, by posting up the substance of the w arrant in some public 
place, in the town wltere the said library is kept, seven days at least 
before the time of the meeting.
Sect. 2. Any seven or more of the proprietors of such library, met 
in pursuance of such notice, may choose a president, a clerk, who shall 
be sworn to the faithful discharge of his duty, a librarian, collector, 
treasurer, and such other officers as they may find necessary; and they 
may also determine upon the mode of calling fu ture meetings.
Sect. 3. When such proprietors shall be organized as a corporation, 
in the manner before provided, they shall have all the powers and 
privileges, and be subject to all the duties and liabilities, of a corpora­
tion organized according to the provisions of the forty-fourth chapter, 
so far as the said provisions shall be applicable in such case, and not 
inconsistent with this chapter.
Sect. 4. The treasurer shall give bond, with sufficient sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the proprietors, for the faithful discharge of his 
duties.
Sect. 5. The said proprietors may raise such money, by assessments 
on the se\ eral shares, as they shall judge necessary for the purposes of 
preserving, enlarging and using the lib ra ry ; and the shares may be 
transferred according to the provisions of the forty-fourth chapter.
Sect. 6. The said proprietors may hold real and personal estate, to 
any amount not exceeding five thousand dollars, in addition to the 
value of their books.
1837
An Act authorizing school districts to establish libraries for 
the use of common schools.
[Acts of 1837, chapter 147; repealed by Acts of 1849, chapter 81.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Each legally constituted school district in this Common­
wealth, is hereby authorized to raise money fo r the purpose of estab­
lishing and maintaining a common school library and apparatus for 
the use of the children therein, under such rules and regulations as said 
district may adopt: provided, that no greater sum than th irty  dollars 
the first year, or ten dollars in any subsequent year, shall be expended 
for the purpose aforesaid.
Sect. 2. Any sum of money, raised by virtue of this act at a meeting 
called for the purpose, shall be assessed, collected and paid over as 
other school district taxes are. [Approved by the Governor, A pril 12, 
1837.
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1842
A n  A ct in  relation to law  library associations.
[Acts of 1842, chapter 94.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The councillors and attorneys at law, duly admitted to 
practice in the courts of this Commonwealth, resident in the several 
counties thereof, except Suffolk, are hereby constituted corporations 
within their respective counties, for the purpose of holding and manag­
ing the law libraries belonging to said counties, by the name of the Law 
Library Association for the county in which it is formed, and may 
adopt by-laws for that purpose: provided, the same shall be approved 
by the justices of the court of common pleas; and the officers of such 
associations shall be a clerk, treasurer and librarian, whose duties shall 
be defined by the by-laws, which shall be adopted and approved as 
aforesaid.
Sect. 2. The clerks of the several courts shall, within sixty days 
afte r this law shall take effect, call and notify the first meeting of the 
corporations in their respective counties, by posting up notifications 
thereof in some conspicuous place in the court-house of such county, to 
be held during the term of the court of common pleas, which shall be 
held next after ten days from the time of posting up such notification, 
at which meetings said clerks shall preside until a clerk of such asso­
ciation shall be chosen: provided, that any inhabitant of the county 
shall have the right to use the books in said library, subject to such 
regulations as shall be prescribed by the associations, with the approval 
of the court of common pleas.
Sect. 3. This act may be altered, amended or repealed by any 
future legislature of this Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor, 
March 3, 1842.
R esolve concerning school district libraries.
[Resolves of 1842, chapter 74; amended by Resolves of 1844, chapter 63; repealed 
by Resolves of 1850, chapter 99.]
Resolved, That the sum of fifteen dollars, to be taken from the school 
funds, be, and the same is hereby appropriated to every school district 
in the Commonwealth, to be expended in books for a school district 
library; and that the treasurer pay said sum for said purpose to the 
order of the mayor of every city and the selectmen of every town, 
for each and every school district within the same which shall have 
produced evidence of having raised and appropriated fifteen dollars 
or more for the same object. [Approved by the Governor, March 3, 
1842.
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1843
Resolves in  addition to a resolve concerning school district
LIBRARIES.
[Resolves of 1843, chapter 6; amended by Resolves of 18-14, chapter 03.]
Resolved, That the provisions of the Resolve of March third, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, concerning school district libraries, be, and the 
same are hereby extended to every city and town in the Common­
wealth, not heretofore divided into school districts, in such manner as 
to give as many times fifteen dollars to every such city or town as the 
number sixty is contained, exclusive of fractions, in the number of 
children between the ages of four and sixteen years in said city or tow n; 
provided, evidence he produced to the treasurer, in behalf of said city 
or town, of its having raised and appropriated, for the establishment of 
libraries, a sum equal to that which, by the provision of this Resolve, 
it is entitled to receive from the school fund.
Resolved, That the treasurer be instructed, under the advice and di­
rection of the Governor and Council, to make sales, from  time to time, 
of notes of hand, bank stock, and other securities belonging to the 
school fund, to such amount as shall enable him to comply with the 
provisions of the above Resolve, and with those of the Resolve of March 
third, eighteen hundred and forty-two, concerning school district li­
braries. [Approved by the Governor, March 7, 1843.
1844
An Act in  addition to “  An Act in  relation to law  library asso­
ciations.”
[Acts of 1844, chapter 157.]
Re it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The counsellors and attorneys-at-law, duly admitted to 
practice in the courts of this Commonwealth, resident in either of the 
counties, who have omitted to organize a Law Library Association in 
their respective counties, within the time, and pursuant to the provisions 
of the act to which this is in addition, are hereby authorized to organize 
themselves in their counties respectively, into an association by the 
name of the Law Library Association, fo r such county, under the like 
provisions, and with the same rights, powers and duties, as if  the 
said association had been organized within the time prescribed by the 
act to which this is in addition, passed the third day of March, in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and forty-tw o: and said association, 
when so organized, shall be deemed and taken to be a  corporation, and 
entitled to all the privileges and subject to all the provisions applicable 
to Law Library Assciations, created under and pursuant to the act 
aforesaid: provided, however, this act shall have no effect upon any
10S FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES. [Jan.
association which shall not become organized within ninety days from 
the passing hereof.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [Ap­
proved by the Governor, March 16, 1844.
R esolve concerning school libraries.
[Resolves of 1844, chapter 63.]
Resolved, That the provisions of the resolve of March the third, in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, and the resolve of 
March the seventh, in the year one thousand eig'ht hundred and forty- 
three, be, and the same are hereby extended to every school district of 
every town in the Commonwealth. [Approved by the Governor, March 
11, 1844.
1845
R esolves in  addition to th e  resolves concerning school district
LIBRARIES.
[Resolves of 1845, chapter 113.]
Resolved, That the provisions of the resolve of March third, one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-two, be extended to the Latin School, 
English High School, and Grammar and W riting Schools of the city 
of Boston, in such manner as to give as many times fifteen dollars 
towards a purchase of a library, or libraries for said schools, as the 
number sixty is contained, exclusive of fractions, in the number of 
children belonging to said schools between the ages of seven and sixteen 
years, said number to be estimated by the mayor of said c ity : provided, 
the said mayor shall certify, to the treasurer of the Commonwealth, that 
an equal sum of money has been raised and appropriated, subsequent 
to the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
forty-five, fo r the same purpose.
Resolved, That the provisions of the preceding resolve, and of the 
resolves to which it is in addition, be extended to the primary and in­
termediate schools of the city of Boston, in such manner as to give as 
many times fifteen dollars for the purchase of a library, or libraries, 
fo r said schools, as the number sixty is contained, exclusive of fractions, 
in the number of children belonging to said schools between the ages of 
four and seven years, said number to he estimated as in the preceding 
resolve is provided, when it shall be made to appear to the treasurer of 
the Commonwealth, by a certificate of the mayor of said city, that an 
equal sum has been raised and appropriated, subsequent to the first day 
of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-five, for 
the same purpose.
Resolved, That the apportionment, or distribution of the books, pur­
chased as above provided for, shall be determined by the school com­
mittee of the city of Boston.
Resolved, That these resolves shall take effect from and after their 
passage. [Approved by the Governor, March 25, 1845.
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1849
A n  A ct relating to school libraries and school apparatus.
[Acts of 1S49, chapter SI.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The inhabitants of any school district, in any city or town, 
and of any city or town not divided into school districts, in this Com­
monwealth, may, a t any meeting called for tha t purpose, raise money for 
the purchase of libraries, and necessary school apparatus, in the same 
manner as school districts may now raise money for erecting and re­
pairing school houses in their respective districts.
Sect. 2. The one hundred and forty-seventh chapter of the statutes 
passed in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, is 
hereby repealed. [Approved by the Governor, A pril 5, 1849.
1850
R epeal op state appropriation for school district libraries.
[Resolves of 1S50, chapter 99.]
Resolved, So much of the resolve of the third of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-two, as appropriated to every school district in the 
Commonwealth fifteen dollars, “ to be expended for books for a school 
district library,” is hereby repealed. This resolve was to take effect 
Aug. 1, 1850. [Approved by the Governor, May 2, 1850.
1851
An  A ct to authorize cities and towns to establish  and m aintain  
public  libraries.
[Acts of 1851, chapter 305; amended by Acts of 1859, chapter 25.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Any city or town of this Commonwealth is hereby au­
thorized to establish and maintain a public library within the same, with 
or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, and to pro­
vide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for the govern­
ment of such library as may, from time to time, be prescribed by the 
city council of such city, or the inhabitants of such town.
Sect. 2. Any city or town may appropriate for the foundation and 
commencement of such library, as aforesaid, a sum not exceeding one 
dollar for each of its ratable polls, in the year next preceding that in 
which such appropriation shall be made; and may also appropriate, an­
nually, for the maintenance and increase of such library, a sum not 
exceeding twenty-five cents fo r each of its ratable polls, in the year 
next preceding that in which such appropriation shall be made.
Sect. 3. Any city or town may receive, in its corporate capacity, and 
hold and manage, any devise, bequest or donation, for the establishment, 
increase, or maintenance of a public library within the same. [Approved  
by the Governor, May 24, 1851.
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1856
A n  A ct in  further  addition to an  act in  relation to law  library
ASSOCIATIONS.
[Acts of 1856, chapter 71.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The county commissioners of the several counties are 
hereby authorized to pay and disburse, from the treasuries of their 
respective counties, to the treasurers of the law library associations now 
existing, or that may hereafter be duly organized therein, such a sum or 
sums as they may deem necessary and proper, for maintaining and 
enlarging the public law libraries fo r the use of the courts and citizens 
of the several counties; such sum not to exceed the amount paid into 
the treasury of any county by the clerks of the courts.
Sect. 2. The treasurer of any such law library association, before 
receiving said moneys, shall give a bond, with sureties, to the satisfaction 
of the commissioners, for the faithful application of the same, and 
that he will make a return annually to them, under oath, of the manner 
in which all such applications are made. [Approved by the Governor, 
March 28, 1856.
An A ct in  addition to an  act in  relation to law  library asso­
ciations.
[Acts of 1856, chapter 184.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The counsellors and attorneys at law, duly admitted to practice in the 
courts of this Commonwealth, resident in either of the counties, who 
have omitted to organize a law library association in their respective 
counties, are hereby authorized to organize themselves in their counties 
respectively, into an association, by the name of the law library asso­
ciation for such county, under the like provisions, and with the same 
rights, powers and duties, as if  the said association had been organized 
within the time prescribed by the ninety-fourth chapter of the statutes 
of the year eighteen hundred and forty-two; and said association, when 
so organized, shall be deemed and taken to be a corporation, and entitled 
to all the privileges, and subject to all the provisions applicable to law 
library associations, created under, and pursuant to the act aforesaid. 
[Approved by the Governor, May 24,1856.
1858
R esolve in  favor of law  library associations.
[Resolves of 1858, chapter 1.]
Resolved, That the secretary of the Commonwealth be, and he is 
hereby authorized to furnish upon application, one copy of the acts 
and resolves passed by the general court, and also one copy of such
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volumes of the special laws of the Commonwealth, as he may have in his 
possession, not otherwise appropriated or required for the use of the 
Commonwealth, to the Social Law Library located in the county of 
Sulfolk; and also, to each law library association, which shall have 
been duly organized in conformity with the ninety-fourth chapter of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and forty-two, or the one hundred 
and eighty-fourth chapter of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six. [A pproved  February 23, 1858.
1S59
An A ct to amend an act to authorize cities and tow ns to establish
AND MAINTAIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1859, chapter 25.]
Be it  enacted, etc., as follow s:
Section 1. The three hundred and fifth chapter of the acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and fifty-one, is so fa r  amended as to allow any 
city or town to appropriate annually, for the maintenance and increase 
of a public library within the same, a sum not exceeding fifty cents for 
each of its ratable polls in the year next preceding that in which such 
appropriation shall be made.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect from and after its passage. [A p ­
proved February 14, 1859.
An A ct in  addition to th e  acts in  relation to law  library asso­
ciations.
[Acts of 1859, chapter 172.]
Be it enacted, etc., as fo llow s:
Section 1. The several county treasurers shall, on the first day of 
January in every year, pay to the treasurers of the county law library 
associations now existing, or that may hereafter be duly organized in 
their respective counties, one-quarter p art of all the sums which said 
treasurers may have respectively received from the clerks of the courts 
during the preceding year; provided such quarter part in any year 
does not exceed the sum of one thousand dollars: and if  said quarter 
should exceed one thousand dollars, then said treasurers shall pay 
one thousand dollars; and all sums so paid to the treasurers of law 
library associations, shall be applied to maintain and enlarge the public 
law libraries for the use of the courts and citizens in the several counties.
Sect. 2. Nothing in this act contained shall be construed to prevent 
county commissioners from authorizing other payments from the county 
treasuries, under the seventy-first chapter of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and fifty-six. [A pproved  A p r il 5, 1859.
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1860
General Statutes, 1860, Chapter 33.
Law Libraries.
[See 1871, 387.]
Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any 
county except Suffolk shall remain corporations in the same manner as 
if  organized under this chapter.
Sect. 2. The attorneys-at-law admitted to practice in the courts of 
the commonwealth and resident in a county for which there is no law 
library association, may organize themselves by the name of the Law 
Library Association for such county; and when so organized shall 
be a corporation for the purpose of holding and managing the law 
library belonging to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that pur­
pose, subject to the approval of the justices of the superior court.
Sect. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no associa­
tion has been organized, upon the application of seven attorneys at law 
resident therein, may call a meeting for the purpose of such organization 
by posting up notifications thereof in some convenient place in any 
court-house of the county; which meeting shall be holden during the 
term of the superior court commencing next after ten days from the 
time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall preside at such 
meeting until a clerk of the association is chosen.
Sect. 4. The officers of such association shall be a clerk, treasurer, 
and librarian, whose duties shall be defined by the by-laws.
Sect. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is 
organized may use the books in the library, subject to such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the association with the approval of the 
superior court.
[Section 6, amended by Acts of 1863, chapter 215, and Acts of 1874, chapter 156.]
Sect. 6. County treasurers shall annually, on the first day of Janu­
ary, pay to the county law library associations in their respective counties 
one-quarter part, not exceeding one thousand dollars, of all sums which 
said treasurers have received from the clerks of the courts during the 
preceding y ea r; and they may also pay such further sums, not exceeding 
the amount paid into the respective county treasuries by the clerks of the 
courts, as the county commissioners deem necessary and proper. All 
sums so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries 
for the use of the courts and citizens.
Sect. 7. The treasurer of a law library association, before receiving 
said money, shall give a bond with sureties to the satisfaction of the 
commissioners for the faithful application thereof, and that he will make 
a return  annually to them, under oath, of the manner in which all such 
applications are made.
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Town and City Libraries.
[See 1S66, 222; 1871, 20.)
Sect. 8. Each town and city may establish and maintain a public 
library therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants 
thereof, and provide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for 
its government as may from time to time be prescribed by the inhabit­
ants of the town, or the city council.
[Section 9 repealed by Acts of 1866, chapter 222.]
Sect. 9. Any town or city may appropriate money fo r suitable 
buildings or rooms, and for the foundation of such library a sum not 
exceeding one dollar fo r each of its ratable polls in the year next pre­
ceding that in which such appropriation is m ade; may also appropriate 
annually, for the maintenance and increase thereof, a sum not exceeding 
fifty cents for each of its ratable polls in the year next preceding that 
in which such appropriation is made, and may receive, hold, and man­
age, any devise, bequest or donation, for the establishment, increase or 
maintenance of a public library within the same.
Social Libraries.
[Public library corporations. See 1872, 217.]
Sect. 10. Seven or more proprietors of a library may form them­
selves into a corporation, under such- corporate name as they may adopt, 
for the purpose of preserving, enlarging, and using, such lib ra ry ; with 
the powers, privileges, duties, and liabilities, of corporations organized 
according to the provisions of chapter sixty-eight, so fa r  as the same 
may be applicable, and may hold real and personal estate to an amount 
not exceeding five thousand dollars in addition to the value of their 
books.
Sect. 11. Upon application of five or more of such proprietors, a 
justice of the peace may issue his w arrant to one of them, directing 
him to call a meeting of the proprietors, a t the time and place and for 
the purposes expressed in the warrant. The meeting shall be called by 
posting up the substance of the w arrant in some public place in the 
town where the library is kept, seven days a t least before the time of 
the meeting; at which, if  not less than seven of the proprietors meet, 
they may choose a president, a clerk who shall be sworn, a librarian, 
collector, treasurer, and such other officers as they may deem necessary; 
and may determine upon the mode of calling future meetings.
Sect. 12. The treasurer shall give bond with sufficient sureties, to the 
satisfaction of the proprietors, for the faith-ful discharge of his duties.
Sect. 13. Such proprietors may, by assessments on the several shares, 
raise such money as they judge necessary for the purposes of preserv­
ing, enlarging, and using, the library.
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1863
An Act r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  l a w  l ib r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s .
[Acts of 1863, chapter 215; repealed by Acts of 1874, chapter 156.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t i o n  1. The sixth section of the thirty-third chapter of the Gen­
eral Statutes is so fa r amended, that the several county treasurers shall 
pay to the county law library associations the whole amount received 
from the clerks of the courts during the preceding year, provided the 
same does not exceed four hundred dollars. And, in case the same 
exceeds four hundred dollars, they shall pay over in addition thereto, 
one-quarter p a r t of the surplus; provided, however, that the whole 
amount paid to said association in any county in any one year, shall 
not exceed one thousand dollars.
Sect. 2. This act shall not be deemed to prevent the county com­
missioners from allowing any further payment as provided in the said 
sixth section of the said thirty-third chapter of the General Statutes.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [ Approved April 
29, 1863.
1566
An Act i n  r e l a t io n  t o  t o w n  l ib r a r i e s .
[Acts of 1866, chapter 222; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 140, section 40.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t i o n  1. Any town may, at a legal meeting, grant and vote money 
for the establishment, maintenance or increase of a public library 
therein, and for erecting or providing suitable buildings or rooms 
therefor; and may receive, hold and manage any devise, bequest or 
donation for the establishment, increase or maintenance of any such 
library.
Sect. 2. Section nine of chapter thirty-three of the General Statutes 
is hereby repealed.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
May 9, 1866.
1567
An  A ct f o r  t h e  p r e s e r v a t io n  o f  b o o k s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  belo n g ­
i n g  t o  p u b l ic  l ib r a r i e s .
[Acts of 1867, chapter 69; repealed by Acts of 1872, chapter 42.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Whoever wilfully and maliciously writes upon, injures, defaces, tears 
or destroys any book, plate, picture, engraving or statue belonging to 
any law, town, city or other public library, shall be punished by a fine 
of not less than five dollars nor more than one thousand dollars for 
every such offence. [Approved March 16, 186?.
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R esolve for th e  distribution of t h e  annual reports to public
LIBRARIES.
[Resolves of 1SG7, chapter 30.]
Resolved, That after the current year it shall be the duty of the 
secretary of the Commonwealth to furnish each public library, organized 
under the laws of this Commonwealth, on the application of the libra­
rian thereof, with the annual reports described in the General Statutes 
as the “ Public Series.” [Approved A pril 22, 1867.
1S(»9
An  A ct in  addition to an  act concerning dogs.
[Acts of 1S69, chapter 250; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 102, section 107.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Moneys received by the treasurer of any county under 
the provisions of chapter one hundred and th irty  of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and not expended in the payment 
of damages done by dog's, in accordance with the provisions of said 
act, shall he paid back to the treasurers of the several cities and towns 
of said county, in the month of January  of each year, in proportion 
to the amount paid by said city or town to said county treasurer; and 
the money so refunded shall be expended for the support of public 
libraries or schools, in addition to the amount annually appropriated 
by said city or town for those purposes. In  the county of Suffolk, 
moneys received by any treasurer of any city or town under the pro­
visions of said act, and not expended in accordance with the provisions 
of the same, shall be appropriated by the school committee of said city 
or town for the support of the public schools therein established.
Sect. 2. The last clause of section twelve of chapter one hundred 
and thirty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, is 
hereby repealed.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
10, 1869.
1870
An Act to authorize th e  establishm ent  of districts, for m a in ­
taining  street lamps, and for other purposes.
[Acts of 1870, chapter 332; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 27, sections
37-40.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Any town, at a legal meeting, having an article in the 
warrant for the purpose, may authorize a village or district in such 
town, containing not less than one thousand inhabitants, the limits of 
which shall be accurately defined, to organize under such name as may 
be authorized by such town, fo r the purpose of erecting and maintain-
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ing street lamps, establishing and maintaining libraries, building and 
maintaining sidewalks, and employing and paying watchmen and police 
officers, or any of such purposes.
Sect. 2. The provisions of sections thirty-five, thirty-six, thirty-nine, 
forty-three, forty-four, forty-five, and forty-seven of chapter twenty- 
four of the General Statutes, and chapter two hundred and fifty-seven, 
of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, shall, so far as 
applicable, apply to such districts.
Sect. 3. The officers of such districts, in addition to a clerk and 
prudential committee, may be a treasurer, and such other officers as the 
district may decide to elect; and all of such officers shall hold their 
offices for one year, and until others are chosen and qualified in their 
stead.
Sect. 4. Such districts may adopt such by-laws as they may deem 
proper, to define the duties of their officers, and the manner of calling 
meetings of the districts.
Sect. 5. Such districts may sue and be sued in the name of the in­
habitants of such districts. [Approved June 10, 1870.
1S71
An Act in relation to depositing books in public libraries.
[Acts of 1871, chapter 26; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 40, section 11.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The city government of the several cities, and the se­
lectmen of the several towns in this Commonwealth, in which may now or 
hereafter be public libraries, owned and maintained by said cities 
and towns, are hereby authorized to place in the public libraries, for 
the use of the inhabitants, such books, reports and laws, as have been 
or may be received from the Commonwealth.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved
February 17, 1871.
An Act to provide for furnishing certain documents to the law 
library societies in each county.
[Acts of 1871, chapter 387; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 40, section 8.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. In  addition to the volumes now required by law to be 
furnished to the law library societies in each county, the sergeant-at- 
arms shall, immediately after their publication, distribute as far as 
is practicable to said societies one volume each of the following docu­
ments, viz.: legislative documents (senate and house), journal of the 
senate, journal of the house, and the manual of the general court.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [.Approved 
May 26, 1871.
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1S72
An Act for the preservation of hooks and other property belong­
ing TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1872, chapter 42; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 203, section 79.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and with­
out cause writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys any book, 
plate, picture, engraving or statue, belonging to any law, town, city 
or other public library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
dollars nor more than fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the ja il not 
exceeding six months fo r every such offence.
Sect. 2. Chapter sixty-nine of the acts of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty-seven is hereby repealed. [Approved February 
26, 1872.
An  A ct to provide for th e  formation of library corporations.
[Acts of 1872, chapter 217; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 40, sections
16-19.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Three or more persons within this state who shall have 
associated themselves together by an agreement in writing, such as is 
described in section seven of chapter two hundred and twenty-four of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy, with the intention to 
constitute a corporation under any name by them assumed fo r the 
purpose of establishing and maintaining a public library, with or with­
out reading rooms connected therewith, shall become a corporation, 
upon complying with the provisions of sections eight, nine, ten and 
eleven of said act, and shall remain a corporation with all the powers, 
rights and privileges belonging to any corporations organized under 
the provisions of said act, and subject to all the duties, restrictions 
and liabilities set forth in all general laws which now are or hereafter 
may be in force applicable to such corporations.
Sect. 2. Any name may be assumed by such corporation not p re­
viously in use by any existing corporation or association, and shall 
contain therein the word library. Upon filing the certificate named in 
section eleven of said act with the endorsement of the commissioner of 
corporations thereon, and the payment of the fees named in section 
fifty-nine of said act, the secretary of the Commonwealth shall sign 
and issue to such corporation a certificate in the form prescribed and 
having the same force and effect named in said eleventh section of 
said act.
Sect. 3. Any existing library association under general law, may by 
complying with the provisions of section twelve of said act and payment 
of the fees aforesaid, obtain of the secretary of the Commonwealth 
the certificate therein prescribed.
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Sect. 4. Corporations formed under the provisions of this act may 
hold real and personal estate necessary for the purposes of their or­
ganization, to the amount named in their agreements of association, not 
exceeding fifty thousand dollars, exclusive of books, papers, collections 
in natural history, and works of a r t; may receive and hold for the 
purposes aforesaid any grants, donations or bequests, under such con­
ditions and rules as may be prescribed in such grants, donations and 
bequests: provided, the same are not inconsistent with the provisions of 
law. And so long as any corporation formed under this act shall allow 
the inhabitants of the city or town wherein the same is located free 
access to and use of its library, such city or town may annually appro­
priate and pay to the said corporation established therein money to aid 
in supporting its library.
Sect. 5. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved April 
17, 1872.
Ait Act t o  a m e n d  a n  a c t  t o  p r o v id e  f o r  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  l ib r a r y
CORPORATIONS.
[Acts of 1872, chapter 326; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 40, section 20.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t i o n  1. Nothing contained in the provisions of chapter two hun­
dred and seventeen of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two shall be construed to require library corporations, formed 
under the same, to have a capital stock, when it is otherwise provided 
in the agreement of association.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved May 
4, 1872.
1873
An A c t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s  t o  a p p r o p r ia t e  m o n e y
TOWARD DEFRAYING THE EXPENSES OF MAINTAINING LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1873, chapter 306; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 27, section 10.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Any city or town may appropriate and pay such sum annually as it 
may see fit toward defraying the expenses of maintaining any library 
within such city or town to which the inhabitants are allowed free 
access for the purpose of using the same on the premises. [Approved 
May 23, 1873.
1871
A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c o u n t y  l a w  l ib r a r y  a s s o c ia t io n s .
[Acts of 1874, chapter 156; repealed by Acts of 1881, chapter 89.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t i o n  1. The sixth section of the thirty-third chapter of the Gen­
eral Statutes is so fa r  amended that the several county treasurers shall 
pay to the county law library associations, the whole amount received
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from the clerks of courts during the preceding y ea r: provided, the same 
does not exceed one thousand dollars: and in case the same exceeds 
one thousand dollars, they shall pay in addition thereto one-quarter 
part of the surplus; provided, however, that the whole amount paid 
to said association in any county in  any one year shall not exceed two 
thousand dollars.
Sect. 2. This act shall not be deemed to prevent the county com­
missioner's from allowing any further payment as provided in the said 
sixth section of the said thirty-third chapter of the General Statutes.
Sect. 3. Chapter two hundred and fifteen of the acts of eighteen 
hundred and sixty-three is repealed.
Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
April 9, 1874.
1SSO
A n  A c t  t o  a u t h o r i z e  t o w n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  p u b l ic
READING ROOMS.
[Acts of 1880, chapter 111.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t io n  1. Any town which now maintains in whole or in p a rt a 
public library therein, fo r the use of the inhabitants thereof, or which 
may hereafter do so, may, at a legal meeting, grant and vote money for 
the establishment and maintenance of a public reading room, in con­
nection with said library, and for the use of the inhabitants of said 
town, to be under the control and management of the board of trustees 
of said library or of such other persons as have control and manage­
ment of said library; and such town may receive, hold and manage 
any devise, bequest or donation fo r the establishment or maintenance 
of any such reading room.
S e c t . 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
March 17,1880.
18S1
An A c t  r e l a t iv e  t o  l a w  l ib r a r y  a s s o c i a t io n s .
[Acts of 1881, chapter 89; incorporated in Public Statutes, chapter 40, section 6.] 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
S e c t io n  1. Section six of chapter thirty-three of the General Statutes 
is hereby amended So as to read as follows: — County treasurers shall 
annually pay to the county law library associations in their respective 
counties, all sums paid into the county treasuries by the clerks of the 
courts during the year, hut not exceeding fifteen hundred dollars in 
any one year; and they may also pay such further sums from the 
county treasury as the county commissioners deem necessary and proper. 
All sums so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries 
for the use of the courts and citizens. This act shall apply to all sums 
paid into the county treasuries by the clerks of the courts from and 
after the first day of January  eighteen hundred and eighty-one.
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Sect. 2. Chapter one hundred and fifty-six of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-four is hereby repealed.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passag'e. [Approved 
March 16, 1881.
1882
The  P ublic Statutes, Chapter 40.
Law Libraries.
Section 1. Law library associations heretofore organized in any 
county except Suffolk shall be subject to the provisions of this chapter 
relating to such corporations.
Sect. 2. The attorneys at law admitted to practice in the courts of 
the commonwealth, and resident in a county for which there is no law 
library association, may organize themselves by the name of the Law 
Library Association for such county; and, when so organized, shall be 
a corporation for the purpose of holding and managing the law library 
belonging to the county, and may adopt by-laws for that purpose, sub­
ject to the approval of the justices of the superior court.
Sect. 3. The clerk of the courts in any county in which no such 
association has been organized may, upon the application of seven 
attorneys a t law resident therein, call a meeting for the purpose of 
such organization by posting up notifications thereof in some con­
venient place in any court-house of the county; which meeting shall 
be held during the term of the superior court commencing next after 
ten days from the time of posting up such notification. The clerk shall 
preside a t such meeting until a  clerk of the association is chosen.
Sect. 4. The officers of such an association shall be a clerk, treas­
urer, and librarian, and their duties shall be defined by the by-laws.
Sect. 5. Every inhabitant of a county in which such association is 
organized may use the books in the library, subject to such regulations 
as may be prescribed by the association with the approval of the 
superior court.
[Section 6 amended by Acts of 1882, chapter 246.]
Sect. 6. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law library 
associations in their respective counties all sums paid into the county 
treasuries during the year by the clerks of the courts, to an amount not 
exceeding fifteen hundred dollars in any one year; and said treasurers 
may also pay such further sums as the county commissioners may deem 
necessary and proper. All sums so paid shall be applied to maintain 
and enlarge such libraries for the use of the courts and of citizens.
Sect. 7. The treasurer of a law library association, before receiving 
any money from the county treasurer, shall give a bond, with sureties 
to the satisfaction of the commissioners, for the faithful application of 
such money, and that he will make a return annually to them, under oath, 
of the manner in which such application has been made.
Sect. 8. Each law library association shall be entitled to receive
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from the sergeant-at-arms one copy of each of (he following volumes 
immediately after their publication: namely, legislative documents, (sen­
ate and house), journal of the senate, and journal of the house.
Town and City Libraries.
Sect. 9. Any town or city may establish and maintain a public library 
therein, with or without branches, for the use of the inhabitants thereof, 
and may provide suitable rooms therefor, under such regulations for 
its government as may from time to time be prescribed by the inhabit­
ants of the town or by the city council.
Sect. 10. Any town may at a legal meeting grant and vote money 
for the establishment, maintenance, or increase of a public library 
therein, and for erecting or providing suitable building's or rooms there­
for; and may receive, hold, and manage any devise, bequest, or dona­
tion for the establishment, increase, or maintenance of any such 
library.
Sect. 11. The city government of a city or the selectmen of a town, 
in which there is a public library owned and maintained by such city 
or town, may place in such library, for the use of the inhabitants, such 
books, reports, and laws as have been or may be received from the com­
monwealth.
Social Library Corporations.
Sect. 12. Seven or more proprietors of a library may form  them­
selves into a corporation, under such corporate name as they may adopt, 
for the purpose of preserving, enlarging, and using such library, and 
with the powers, privileges, duties, and liabilities of corporations organ­
ized according to the provisions of chapter one hundred and five, so far 
as the same may be applicable, and such corporation may bold real 
and personal estate to an amount not exceeding five thousand dollars 
in addition to the value of its books.
Sect. 13. Upon application of five or more of such proprietors, a 
justice of the peace may issue his w arrant to one of them, directing him 
to call a meeting of the proprietors at the time and place and for the 
purposes expressed in the warrant. The meeting shall be called by post­
ing up the substance of the w arrant in some public place in the town 
where the library is kept, seven days at least before the time of the meet­
ing; at which time, if  not less than seven of the proprietors meet, they 
may choose a president, a clerk, who shall be sworn, a librarian, a col­
lector, a treasurer, and such other officers as they may deem necessary; 
and may determine upon the mode of calling future meetings.
Sect. 14. The treasurer shall give bond with sufficient sureties, to 
the satisfaction of the proprietors, for the faithful discharge of his 
duties.
Sect. 15. Such proprietors may, by assessments on the several shares, 
raise such money as they judge necessary fo r the purposes of preserv­
ing, enlarging, and using the library.
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Public Library Corporations.
Sect. 16. Three or more persons within this commonwealth who as­
sociate themselves together by an agreement in writing, such as is de­
scribed in section sixteen of chapter one hundred and six, with the in­
tention of forming a corporation, under any name by them assumed, 
fo r the purpose of establishing and maintaining a public library with 
or without reading-rooms connected therewith, shall become a corpora­
tion upon complying with the provisions of section seventeen, eighteen, 
twenty, and twenty-one of said chapter, and shall remain a corporation 
with all the powers, rights, and privileges, and subject to all the duties, 
restrictions, and liabilities, applicable to such corporations.
Sect. 17. Any name may be assumed by such corporation which is 
not in use by an existing corporation or association, and which contains 
the word “ library.” Upon filing the certificate named in section twenty- 
one of chapter one hundred and six with the indorsement of the com­
missioner of corporations thereon, and the payment of the fees named 
in section eighty-four of said chapter, the secretary of the common­
wealth shall sign and issue to such corporation a certificate in the form 
prescribed and having the force and effect named in said section twenty- 
one of said chapter.
Sect. 18. Any existing library association organized under general 
laws may, by complying with the provisions of section twenty-two of 
chapter one hundred and six and payment of the fees aforesaid, obtain 
of the secretary of the commonwealth the certificate therein prescribed.
Sect. 19. A corporation formed under section sixteen may hold real 
and personal estate necessary for the purposes of its organization, to 
the amount named in its agreement of association, not exceeding fifty 
thousand dollars, exclusive of books, papers, collections in natural his­
tory, and works of a r t ; and may receive and hold for the purposes afore­
said any grants, donations, or bequests under such lawful conditions and 
rules as may be prescribed therein.
Sect. 20. Nothing contained in the four preceding sections shall be 
construed to require a corporation formed in accordance with the pro­
visions thereof to have a capital stock, when a different provision is 
made in the agreement of association.
Appropriation o f Money for Libraries.
Section 10 of chapter 227 of the Public Statutes provides that the 
towns may at legal meetings grant and vote such sums as they judge 
necessary for maintaining any library therein to which the inhabitants 
are allowed free access fo r the purpose of using the books on the 
premises, and for establishing and maintaining a public reading room, 
in connection with and under the control of the manager of such 
library.
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The Dog Tax.
Section 107 of chapter 102 of the Public Statutes provides that the 
money received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns shall be 
expended for the support of public libraries or schools.
Defacing Books, Papers, etc.
Section 79 of chapter 253 of the Public Statutes provides that who­
ever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes 
upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, en­
graving or statue belonging to a  law, town, city or other public 
library, shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than 
fifty dollars, or by imprisonment in the ja il not exceeding six months.
Library Corporations.
Seven or more persons may form a corporation for the establishment 
and maintenance of places for reading rooms, libraries or social meet­
ings, under the provisions of the general law for the incorporation of 
associations for charitable, educational and other purposes, contained 
in chapter 115 of the Public Statutes.
A x Act in  relation to law library associations.
[Acts of 1882, chapter 246.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Section six of chapter forty  of the Public Statutes pro­
viding for annual payments to the law library associations of the sev­
eral counties, is amended by striking out in the fourth line thereof the 
words, “ fifteen hundred dollars,” and inserting in place thereof the 
words, “ two thousand dollars.” This act shall apply to all sums paid 
into the county treasuries by the clerks of the courts on and after the 
first day of January in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
May 19, 1882.
1883
An Act to prevent the wilful detention of books, newspapers, 
magazines, pamphlets or manuscripts of certain libraries.
[Acts of 1883, chapter 77.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and with­
out cause detains any book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or manu­
script belonging to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated 
library, for th irty  days after notice in writing, from the librarian of 
such library, given after the expiration of the time which by the regu­
lations of such library, such book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, or 
manuscript may be kept, shall be punished by a fine of not less than one
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nor more than twenty-five dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not 
exceeding six months.
Sect. 2. The notice required by the foregoing section shall bear 
upon its face a copy of this act.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
March 24, 1883.
A n  Act for the better protection op property of certain libraries.
[Acts of 1883, chapter 81.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Section seventy-nine of chapter two hundred and three 
of the Public Statutes is hereby amended so as to read as follows: — 
Whoever wilfully and maliciously or wantonly and without cause writes 
upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, plate, picture, engrav­
ing, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manuscript, or statue be­
longing to a law, town, city or other public or incorporated library, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than five nor more than fifty 
dollars, or by imprisonment in the jail not exceeding six months.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
March 24, 1883.
18S5
An A ct to protect persons using public libraries from disturbance.
[Acts of 1885, chapter 225.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Whoever wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a public library or 
reading room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other 
manner, during the time in which such library or reading room is open 
to the public, shall be punished by imprisonment in the jail not ex­
ceeding th irty  days, or by fine not exceeding fifty dollars. [Approved 
M ay 12, 1885.
18SS
An Act concerning the election and the powers and duties op 
trustees of free public libraries or of free public libraries and 
reading-rooms in  towns.
[Acts of 1888, chapter 304.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Every town which raises or appropriates money for the 
support of a free.public library, or free public library and reading-room 
that is owned by the town, shall a t its annual meeting, or at a legal 
town meeting appointed and notified for that purpose by the selectmen, 
elect a board of trustees, except in cases where such library has been 
or may be acquired by the town, in whole or in part, by some donation 
or bequest containing other conditions or provisions fo r the elections of 
its trustees or for its care and management, which conditions have 
been accepted and agreed to by vote of the town.
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[Section 2 amended by Acts of 1SS9, chapter 112.)
Sect. 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any number of pei- 
sons divisible by three not exceeding nine in all which the town may 
decide to elect, one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue 
in office for three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of 
the trustees for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for 
three year's, and thereafter one-third the number annually for the 
term of three years. No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said 
board of trustees by reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be 
elected by ballot, and shall organize annually by the choice of a chair­
man and secretary from their own number.
Sect. 3. I f  any person elected a member of the board of trustees, 
after being duly notified of his election in the manner in which town 
officers are required to be notified, refuses or neglects to accept said 
office, or if  any member declines further service, or from change of 
residence or otherwise, becomes unable to attend to the duties of the 
board, the remaining members shall in writing give notice of the fact 
to the selectmen of the town, and the two boards may thereupon, after 
giving public notice of at least one week, proceed to fill such vacancy 
until th^ next annual town meeting; and a m ajority of the ballots of 
persons entitled to vote shall be necessary to an election.
Sect. 4. The trustees so elected by the town shall have the entire 
custody and management of the library and reading-room and all p rop­
erty owned by the town relating thereto; and all money raised or ap­
propriated by the town for its support and maintenance, and all money 
or property that the town may receive by donation from any source, 
or by bequest, in behalf of said free public library and reading-room, 
shall be placed in the care and custody of the board of trustees, to be 
expended or retained by them for and in behalf of the town for the 
support and maintenance of its free public library and reading-room, 
in accordance with the conditions of each or any donation or bequest 
accepted by the town.
Sect. 5. In  every town which shall, by a m ajority of the votes cast 
at its annual town meeting or at a legal town meeting appointed and 
notified for that purpose by the selectmen, so direct, the board of trustees 
shall, in addition to the officers named in section two of this act, elect 
from among their own number a treasurer, who shall give a bond to 
the town similar to the bond given by the town treasurer, for such an 
amount and with such sureties as may be satisfactory to the select­
men; and until a town directs otherwise the town treasurer shall act 
as treasurer of the board of trustees.
Sect. 6. The trustees shall make an explicit report to the town at 
each annual town meeting of all their receipts and expenditures, and 
of all the property of the town in their care and custody, including a 
statement of any unexpended balance of money they may have, and of
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any bequests or donations they may have received and are holding in 
behalf of the town, with such recommendations in reference to the same 
as they may deem necessary for the town to consider.
Sect. 7. Nothing in this act shall be construed to interfere with 
library associations, nor with any library that is or may be organized 
and managed under special act of the legislature.
Sect. 8. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
May 4, 1888.
18S9
An A ct relating to the election, powers and duties of trustees of
FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND READING ROOMS IN TOWNS.
[Acts of 1889, chapter 112.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section two of chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-eight is hereby amended by striking out in 
lines two and three the words “ not exceeding nine in all,” so as to 
read as follows: Section 2. Said board of trustees shall consist of any 
number of persons divisible by three which the town may decide to elect, 
one-third thereof to be elected annually and to continue in office for 
three years, except that the town shall first elect one-third of the trustees 
for one year, one-third for two years and one-third for three years, and 
thereafter one-third the number annually for the term of three years. 
No person shall be ineligible to serve upon said board of trustees by 
reason of sex. Such board of trustees shall be elected by ballot, and 
shall organize annually by the choice of a chairman and secretary from 
their own number: provided, any town having a free public library 
which has heretofore elected a hoard of trustees to manage the same 
consisting of a number divisible by three, and has heretofore elected 
annually one-third of said board for three years, may continue to elect 
annually one-third of said board, and the trustees in office shall hold 
their offices until the term for which they were elected shall expire, 
unless the town shall vote otherwise. [Approved March 14, 1889.
1S!)0
An Act to promote the establishment and efficiency of free pub­
lic LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1890, chapter 347.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The governor with the advice and consent of the council 
shall appoint five persons, residents of the Commonwealth, who shall 
constitute a board of library commissioners. The governor shall desig­
nate the chairman thereof. One member of said board shall be ap­
pointed for the term of five years, one for four years, one for three 
years, one for two years and one for one year; and thereafter the 
term of office of the commissioners shall be five years. All vacancies on
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said board, whether occurring by expiration of term or otherwise, shall 
be filled by the governor with the advice and consent of the council.
Sect. 2. The librarian or trustees of any free public library may 
ask said board for advice in regard to the selection of books, the 
cataloguing of books and any other matters pertaining to the mainte­
nance or administration of the library; and the board shall give such 
advice in regard to said matters as it shall find practicable. The board 
shall make a report of its doings to the general court in January  of 
each year, and fifteen hundred copies of said report shall be printed 
as one of the public document series.
Sect. 3. Said board is hereby authorized and directed to expend, 
upon the application of the board of library trustees of any town 
having no free public library owned and controlled by the town, a 
sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for books for any such town 
entitled to the benefits of this act; such books to be used by said 
trustees for the purpose of establishing a free public library, and said 
commissioners shall select and purchase all books to be provided as 
aforesaid.
Sect. 4. No town shall be entitled to the benefits of this act until 
such town has accepted the provisions hereof at a regularly called 
town meeting, and has elected a board of library trustees as provided 
in chapter three hundred and four of the acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-eight, and until said trustees shall have provided, 
in a manner satisfactory to the board of commissioners, for the care, 
custody and distribution of the books furnished in accordance with 
this act.
Sect. 5. Any town accepting the provisions of this act shall annually 
appropriate from the dog tax, or shall otherwise annually provide for 
the use and maintenance of its free public library, a sum not less than 
fifty dollars if  its last assessed valuation was one million dollars or 
upward, or a sum not less than twenty-five dollars if  said valuation was 
less than one million and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, or a sum not less than fifteen dollars if  said valuation was 
less than two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
Sect. 6. No member of the board of commissioners shall receive any 
compensation, but the board may expend a sum not exceeding five 
hundred dollars annually for clerical assistance and incidental and 
necessary expenses in the discharge of its duties; and all sums expended 
under the provisions of this act shall be paid from the treasury after 
the bills therefor have been approved by the board and sent to the 
auditor of the Commonwealth, who shall certify to the governor and 
council the amount due as in ease of all other bills and accounts ap­
proved by him under the provisions of law.
Sect. 7. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
May 28, 1890.
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1892
An A ct authorizing the furnishing of one hundred dollars worth
OF BOOKS TO THE FREE LIBRARIES OF CERTAIN TOWNS WHOSE VALUATION
DOES NOT EXCEED SIX HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS.
[Acts of 1892, chapter 255.]
Tie it enacted, etc., as follows:
The board of library commissioners may expend the sum of one 
hundred dollars fo r books for the free public library of any town 
whose valuation does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars, which 
maintained a free library before the passage of chapter three hundred 
and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety, 
and which has fully complied or hereafter fully complies with the 
provisions of said act.
An Act to provide for the payment of transportation of state
PUBLICATIONS FURNISHED TO FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1892, chapter 422.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The expense of transportation of the state publications 
which are supplied to the free public libraries of the Commonwealth by 
the secretary of the Commonwealth shall be prepaid.
Sect. 2. There shall be allowed and paid from the treasury annually, 
a sum not exceeding five hundred dollars, to defray the expense of 
carrying out the provisions of the preceding section. [Approved June 
16, 1892.
1S97
An Act relative to the board of library commissioners.
[Acts of 1897, chapter 134.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The board of library commissioners created by chapter 
three hundred and forty-seven of the acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and ninety shall hereafter be designated, The Board of Free Public Li­
brary Commissioners.
Sect. 2. Two thousand copies of the report of said board shall be 
annually printed as one of the public document series. [Approved 
March 6, 1897.
An A ct relative to law library associations.
[Acts of 1897, chapter 505.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-three of 
the acts of the year eighteen hundred and ninety-seven shall not apply 
to so much of the fees from clerks of courts and to naturalization fees
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as heretofore were payable to law library and bar associations, nor to 
any other sums of money specifically provided by law to be paid for 
the use of said associations.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
June 10, 1897.
IS  98
Resolve relative to the report op the board op free public
LIBRARY COMMISSIONERS.
[Resolves of 1898, chapter 24.]
Resolved, That the board of free public library commissioners is 
hereby authorized to include in its report to be made in January  in 
the year eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, a sketch of the free public 
libraries of the state, with illustrations of such library buildings as said 
commission may deem expedient; and two thousand extra copies of the 
report shall be printed fo r distribution under the direction of the com­
missioners. [Approved March 15, 1898.
1900
An  A ct to authorize the board op free public library commis- ,
SIONERS TO PURCHASE BOOKS FOR THE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES OP CER­
TAIN TOWNS.
[Acts of 1900, chapter 233.]
Re it enacted, etc., as follows:
The board of free public library commissioners may expend, in such 
amounts and at such times as they deem expedient, a sum not exceeding 
one hundred dollars, for the purchase of books fo r every free public 
library owned and controlled by a town the valuation of which does 
not exceed six hundred thousand dollars: provided, that the town shall 
have complied with all laws relative to the maintenance of such library, 
and that the trustees of the library shall provide, to the satisfaction of 
the board, for the distribution of books in different parts  of the town 
where such distribution is necessary, by means of branch libraries or 
deliveries, and for practical and effective means of rendering the 
library useful to the teachers and scholars of the public schools in such 
town. [Approved April 13, 1900.
1902
Kevised Laws, 1902, Chapter 38.
General Provision.
Section 1. L ibrary corporations and associations which have been 
legally established shall continue to have all the powers and privileges 
and be subject to all the duties and restrictions attaching thereto.
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Law Libraries.
Sect. 2. Attorneys at law who have been admitted to practise in 
the courts of the commonwealth and who are resident in a county for 
which there is no law library association may organize as a corporation, 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and twenty-five, by the 
name of the Law Library Association for such county, and may adopt 
by-laws which shall be subject to the approval of the superior court.
Sect. 3. The inhabitants of the county shall have access to the 
library and may use the books therein, subject to the provisions of the 
by-laws.
Sect. 4. County treasurers shall annually pay to the law library 
associations in their respective counties all sums which are paid into the 
county treasuries during the year by the clerks of the courts, to an 
amount not exceeding two thousand dollars in any one year. They may 
also pay to said associations such further sums as the county com­
missioners may consider are necessary and proper. All sums which 
are so paid shall be applied to maintain and enlarge such libraries for 
the use of the courts and citizens. The treasurer of the law library 
association, before receiving any money from the county treasurer, 
shall give bond, with sureties to the satisfaction of the commissioners, 
for the faithful application of such money, and that he will make a 
return annually to them, under oath, of the manner in which- it has been 
expended.
Sect. 5. Each law library association shall be entitled to receive 
from the sergeant-at-arms, immediately after their publication, one 
copy of the legislative documents of the senate and house, the journal 
of the senate and the journal of the house.
City and Town Libraries.
Sect. 6. A city or town may establish and maintain public libraries 
for the use of its inhabitants, under regulations prescribed by the city 
council or by the town, and may receive, hold and manage any gift, 
bequest or devise for such library. The city council of a city or the se­
lectmen of a town may place in such library the books, reports and 
laws which may be received from the commonwealth.
Trustees o f Town Libraries.
Sect. 7. A town which raises or appropriates money for the support 
of a free public library, or free public library and reading room, 
owned by the town, shall, at an annual .meeting or special meeting, 
unless the same has been acquired entirely or in p art through some 
gift or bequest which contains other conditions or provisions for the 
election of its trustees or for its care and management which have been 
accepted by the town, elect by ballot a board of trustees consisting of 
any number of persons, male or female, divisible by three, which the
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town determines to elect. When such board is first chosen, one-third 
thereof shall be elected for one year, one-third for two years and one- 
third for three years, and thereafter one-third shall be elected annually 
for the term of three years. The board shall, from its own number, 
annually choose a  chairman and secretary and, if  the town so votes, a 
treasurer, who shall give a bond similar to that given by the town 
treasurer, in an amount and with sureties to the satisfaction of the se­
lectmen. The town treasurer shall act as treasurer of the board of 
trustees until the town otherwise directs.
Sect. 8. The board shall have the custody and management of 
the library and reading room and of all property owned by the town 
relating thereto. All money raised or appropriated by the town for its 
support and maintenance shall be expended by the board, and all 
money or property which the town may receive by g ift or bequest for 
said library and reading room shall be administered by the board in 
accordance with the provisions of such g ift or bequest.
Sect. 9. The board shall make an annual report to the town of 
its receipts and expenditures and of the property in its custody, with 
a statement of any unexpended balance of money and of any gifts or 
bequests which it holds in behalf of the town, with its recommendations.
Sect. 10. The provisions of the three preceding sections shall not 
apply to library associations, nor to a library organized under a 
special act.
Board o f Free Public Library Commissioners.
Sect. 11. There shall be a board of free public library commis­
sioners consisting of five persons, residents of the commonwealth, one 
of whom shall annually be appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council, fo r a term of five years. The governor 
shall designate the chairman thereof.
Sect. 12. No member shall receive any compensation, but the 
board may annually expend not more than five hundred dollars, payable 
by the commonwealth, for clerical assistance and for other necessary 
expenses. I t  shall annually in January  make a report to the general 
court.
Sect. 13. The board shall advise the librarian or trustees of any 
free public library relative to the selection or cataloguing of books and 
any other matter pertaining to the maintenance or administration of 
the library.
Sect. 14. Said board may, upon the application of the library 
trustees of a town which has complied with the provisions of sections 
sixteen and seventeen, and which has no free public library owned and 
controlled by the town, expend not more than one hundred dollars for 
books to be selected and purchased by said board and delivered to said 
trustees for the purpose of es'tablishing a free public library.
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Sect. 15. I f  a town, the valuation of which is not more than six 
hundred thousand dollars and which has a free public library, has com­
plied with all laws relative to the maintenance of such library, and the 
trustees of the library provide, to the satisfaction of the board, for the 
distribution of books in different parts of the town where such distribu­
tion is necessary, by means of branch libraries or deliveries, and for 
practical and effective means of rendering the library useful to the 
teachers and scholars of the public schools in such town, the board may 
expend, in such amounts and a t such times as they determine, not more 
than one hundred dollars for the purchase of books for each free public 
library owned and controlled by such town.
Sect. 16. A town shall not be entitled to the benefits of the three 
preceding sections until it accepts the same or has accepted the corre­
sponding provisions of earlier laws and has elected a board of library 
trustees as provided in section seven, nor until said trustees have made 
provision satisfactory to said commissioners for the care and distribu­
tion of the books furnished by them.
Sect. 17. Such town shall, if  its last assessed valuation was one 
million dollars or over, annually appropriate from the dog tax, or other­
wise provide for the use and maintenance of its free public library, not 
less than fifty dollars; if  such valuation was less than one million dollars 
and not less than two hundred and fifty thousand, not less than twenty- 
five dollars; and if  such valuation was less than two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, not less than fifteen dollars.
1904
An  A ct to provide for the distribution op certain state documents
TO LAW LIBRARIES.
[Acts of 1904, chapter 209.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
All incorporated law libraries in Massachusetts shall be entitled to 
receive from the officers of the Commonwealth charged with the distri­
bution of the same, copies of all books and documents to which the 
county law libraries are entitled under any general or special law, and 
one additional copy for each branch library maintained by them. [Ap­
proved A pril 9, 1904.
1906
An A ct to aid free public libraries in  the small towns.
[Acts of 1906, chapter 183.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
The board of free public library, commissioners may annually expend 
a sum not exceeding two thousand dollars in aid of free public libra­
ries, especially in those towns the valuation of which does not exceed 
six hundred thousand dollars. Such aid may include the furnishing of
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books in small quantities, visits to libraries, the instruction of librarians, 
and such other means of encouraging and stimulating the small libra­
ries as said commissioners shall deem advisable: provided, that a full 
detail of expenditures under this act shall be printed in the annual 
report of the commissioners.
Appropriation o f Money for Libraries, etc.
Section 15, chapter 25 of the Revised Laws, provides that towns may 
appropriate money “ fo r the establishment, maintenance or increase 
of a public library therein, and fo r the erection or provision of suitable 
buildings or rooms therefor.”
“ For maintaining a library therein to which the inhabitants have 
free access and of which they have the use, and fo r establishing and 
maintaining a public reading room in connection with and under the 
control of the managers of such library.”
The Dog Tax.
Section 163, chapter 102 of the Revised Laws, provides that money 
received for dog licenses and refunded to the towns “ shall be expended 
for the support of public libraries or schools.”
Defacing or W ilful Detention of Books, Papers, etc.
Sections 83 and 84, chapter 208 of the Revised Laws, provide that 
“ whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly and 
without cause, writes upon, injures, defaces, tears or destroys a book, 
plate, picture, engraving, map, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, manu­
script or statue which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library shall be punished by a fine of not less than five 
nor more than fifty dollars or by imprisonment fo r not more than six 
months.”
“ Whoever wilfully, intentionally and without right, or wantonly 
and without cause, detains a book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet, 
or manuscript which belongs to a law, city, town or other public or 
incorporated library for th irty  days afte r notice in writing from the 
librarian thereof, containing a copy of this section and given after the 
expiration of the time which, by the regulations of such library, such 
book, newspaper, magazine, pamphlet or manuscript may be kept, 
shall be punished by a fine of not less than one nor more than twenty- 
five dollars or by imprisonment fo r not more than six months.”
D isturbing P ublic Libraries.
Section 33, chapter 212 of the Revised Laws, provides that “ whoever 
wilfully disturbs persons assembled in a  public library, or a reading 
room connected therewith, by making a noise or in any other manner
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during the time when such library or reading room is open to the public 
shall be punished by imprisonment for not more than thirty days or 
by a fine of not more than fifty dollars.”
Land may be taken for Library Buildings.
Section 47 of chapter 25 of the Revised Laws provides that “ any land 
within the limits of a city or town not appropriated to public uses ” may 
be taken “ for the purpose of erecting thereon a building to be used for 
a public school, a library, or an engine house, or for the enlargement 
of a lot of land taken or used for such purpose,” — but the land thus 
taken may not exceed two acres in extent.
P ublic Documents.
Under provisions of chapter 9 of the Revised Laws, each town and 
city library is entitled to receive a copy of the Manual of the General 
Court, the Blue Book, and a copy of the series of public documents.
An Act relative to the social law library of the county of
SUFFOLK.
[Acts of 1906, chapter 527.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. The amount of money paid hereafter to the social law 
library of the county of Suffolk shall be taken from the sums heretofore 
or hereafter collected as naturalization fees under the provisions of sec­
tion eighteen of chapter one hundred and sixty-six of the Revised Laws, 
and from no other source, unless the money so collected is in any future 
year less than the amount to be paid to the said library as aforesaid.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
June 27, 1906.
1910
An Act to provide for the appointment of an agent by the board
of free public library commissioners and for other expenses of
SAID BOARD.
[Acts of 1910, chapter 396.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows :
Section 1. The board of free public library commissioners shall ap­
point an agent, with the consent of the governor, a t a salary to be ap­
proved by the governor and council, for a period not exceeding five 
years. The said agent may a t any time be removed from office by a 
ma jority  vote of the board.
Sect. 2. Section twelve of chapter thirty-eight of the Revised 
Laws is hereby amended by striking out the words “ five hundred ”, in 
the second line, and inserting in place thereof the w ords: — three thou­
s a n d — so as to read as follow s:— Section 12. No member shall re-
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ceive any compensation, but the board may annually expend not more 
than three thousand dollars, payable by the commonwealth, for clerical 
assistance and for other necessary expenses. I t  shall annually in Jan ­
uary make a report to the general court.
Sect. 3. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed.
Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
April 13, 1910.
li)ll
Ax Act to enlarge the usefulness of the free public library
SYSTEM.
[Acts of 1911, chapter 140.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follow s:
Section 1. Any free city or town public library may lend its books 
or other library material to any other free public library in any city or 
town, under such conditions and regulations as may be made in writing 
by the board of trustees or other authority having control of the library 
so lending. Any city or town may raise money to pay the expense of 
so borrowing books and other library material from the library of any 
other city or town. Nothing herein contained shall be construed to re­
strict or modify any power which any city or town, or any board of 
trustees or other authority in control of any free public library, now 
has to lend to, or permit the use of its books by, persons not citizens of 
such city or town.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
March 14, 1911.
1913
An Act relative to books and reports distributed by the common­
wealth to city and town libraries.
[Acts of 1913, chapter 93.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. In  case the trustees of any city or town library shall vote 
not to keep or receive any of the books and reports which the secretary 
of the commonwealth is authorized to send to such library, the secretary 
of the commonwealth, at the request of the commissioner of public 
records, may discontinue sending such books and reports.
Sect. 2. Any of said books and reports now in the custody of any 
city or town library may be returned a t its expense to the state library, 
or may otherwise be exchanged or disposed of with the sanction of the 
board of free public library commissioners.
Sect. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved  
February 17, 1913.
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An Act to aid free public libraries in the small towns.
[Acts of 1913, chapter 316.]
Be it enacted, etc., as follows:
Section 1. Chapter one hundred and eighty-three of the acts of the 
year nineteen hundred and six is hereby amended by striking out the 
word “ two ”, in the second line, and inserting in place thereof the word: 
— four, — so as to read as follows: — The board of free public library 
commissioners may annually expend a sum not exceeding four thousand 
dollars in aid of free public libraries, especially in those towns the val­
uation of which does not exceed six hundred thousand dollars. Such 
aid may include the furnishing of books in small quantities, visits to 
libraries, the instruction of librarians, and such other means of encour­
aging and stimulating the small libraries as said commissioners shall 
deem advisable: provided, that a full detail of expenditures under this 
act shall be printed in the annual report of the commissioners.
Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. [Approved 
March 21, 1913.
